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Botley School 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

It has been a busy fortnight at Botley. The school held the Remembrance Day 
Assembly on the 11th with a focus on war poetry to link to our poetry theme from 
the previous week. We joined the nation in observing the silence linked to the BBC 
coverage, taking time to think about both those who fought in WWI and WWII, but 
also to think about conflict around the world currently. We finished our assembly 
with our song ‘Light a Candle for Peace’  

At the end of the week, we had our annual Fireworks display. A huge thank you to 
the FOBS committee, staff and all the volunteers who battled against horrendous 
weather conditions when preparing the playground as well as issues with getting 
the kitchen ovens working for the food. In the end, the rain stopped in time for the 
display and the playground was filled with over 700 people who braved the 
conditions to support the event. The display from ‘Storm Fireworks’ was as 
awesome as always and the event was a great success. Thank you to everyone who 
attended for coming out on such a wet evening. You helped FOBS raise £3000 which 
will go to support the school’s fundraising efforts for new fixed playground 
equipment this year. (See below for more information on this project)  

              

This week, I have had the joy of heading to Liddington PGL with year 6 for their 
residential trip. The pupils were a fantastic group to take away with us. The 
feedback from the PGL staff was that they all looked forward to taking our groups 
because they were so well behaved and got stuck into the activities with resilience 
and enthusiasm. Some of the children helped us keep a blog for parents on the 
school website and we uploaded pictures at the end of each day.  It is such a 
fantastic experience for the pupils with activities including climbing, abseiling and 
zipwire, fencing and archery, problem solving and survival techniques, ambush 
games in the dark and the disco with the other primary schools staying at the 
centre.  Thank you to Mr Griffiths, Miss Thomas, Mrs King and Miss von Rooij for 
helping our pupils make such brilliant memories. It really was a fantastic week. Well 
done year 6. 

       

 

Have a fantastic week 
Mrs Reid 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
27 Nov – Yr 3 trip Ashmolean 
3rd Dec – FOBS Xmas Disco 
11 Dec – EYFS Christmas stay 
and play 9:15 
11 Dec – KS1 performance 
4:00 
12 Dec – prospective Parent 
tour 
12 Dec – Workshare 
17 Dec – Xmas lunch/party 
day 
19 Dec – Christmas Assembly 
9:15 
19 Dec – End of Term early 
finish 1:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/pgl-adventures-2025/
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Fundraising alert! 
This year we are raising money for a new climbing structure near the main playground. It 
should be exciting for the children and give lots of opportunities for fun, learning and 
adventure. We will be applying for grants, launching a Crowdfunder, and hopefully Kier will 
contribute but we will also need lots of help from FOBS (Friends of Botley School). The 
proceeds of the Fireworks event will go towards this, and it’s great that we are bringing back 
the Christmas Disco (3 December) to raise more money. FOBS would welcome other 
fundraising ideas and offers of help to make them happen! Please email fobs1930@gmail.com 
or share on the FOBS WhatsApp group. The Pupil Council will be involved in choosing the exact 
structure but it’s likely to be something like the one shown below. Please help us to raise 
enough for an exciting large structure! Watch this space… 
 

 
 
 
Lights, camera, action 
We’re excited that we will soon be making a school film for our website. This is not something 
we’ve been able to do up until now due to costs, but happily Kier’s communications team have 
agreed to make a film for us for free, as part of them giving back to the Botley community. It 
won’t need to mention Kier, it’s purely to showcase the school and help us to attract more 
families.  
We are busy planning the content and there will be a day of filming in April. We would love to 
include as many pupils as possible in the filming, and we think they will enjoy it. We have video 
permission already for most pupils. For those where we don’t, we will be contacting parents 
soon to see if you would like to give permission for your child to be part of this specific video 
activity. 
 
Recruitment 
We are currently advertising for a school cleaner to work one hour per day, before or after 
school. Please see https://mynewterm.com/jobs/147759/EDV-2025-BS-97379  for details.  
 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 
2025 

Tuesday 2nd September 
2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 

2025 
Monday 5th January 2026 

Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

mailto:fobs1930@gmail.com
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/147759/EDV-2025-BS-97379
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Nursery parents: Apply now for their Reception class place: 
 

We are letting you know that applications for Reception places for children starting school 
in September 2026 is now open. The deadline for applications is 15 January 2026. 
  
We strongly encourage families to apply online via the following link: Reception applications | 
Oxfordshire County Council 
If online applications are not possible, I’ve attached forms that can be printed or completed 
digitally. 
  
We would be grateful if you could share this information with parents of children born between 1 
September 2021 and 31 August 2022, who are eligible to start school in September 2026. 
  
Key reminders for parents: 

• Read the Starting School Guide on the website 
• Apply on time – late applications won’t receive an offer on National Offer Day (16 April 2026) 
• Update addresses – upload proof of address and inform current nursery/school (if there has been a 

change) 
• Include sibling details where relevant 
• List multiple preferences – up to four schools can be selected 

  
Late applications are far less likely to secure a place at a preferred school, so it is important that 
parents apply on time. 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
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Please note Lee has spaces for new students 
on Thursdays if any prospective parents 
would like to get in contact, Thank you 

Please note Diyana has spaces for new 
students if any prospective parents would 
like to get in contact and reserve their place. 
Thank you 

 

  



Respect        Resilience         Kindness        Creativity     Inclusivity         Teamwork   
 

   

 

 

  



Respect        Resilience         Kindness        Creativity     Inclusivity         Teamwork   
 

   

 

  



Respect        Resilience         Kindness        Creativity     Inclusivity         Teamwork   
 

   

 



Respect        Resilience         Kindness        Creativity     Inclusivity         Teamwork   
 

   

 

 

 

 



Respect        Resilience         Kindness        Creativity     Inclusivity         Teamwork   
 

   

 

 

 



Respect        Resilience         Kindness        Creativity     Inclusivity         Teamwork   
 

   

 

 

 



Respect        Resilience         Kindness        Creativity     Inclusivity         Teamwork   
 

   

 

              

               



Respect        Resilience         Kindness        Creativity     Inclusivity         Teamwork   
 

   

 

                      

                            

 

 

 

  

 



Respect        Resilience         Kindness        Creativity     Inclusivity         Teamwork   
 

   

 

 


	Upcoming Events

