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Botley School 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
There have been some wonderful events in Lower Key Stage 2 this week. Following 
on from a fantastic trip to Chedworth roman Villa last week, the year 4 class are 
trialling a new way of teaching using 1:1 devices. The school has invested in a class 
set of mini-iPads and some specific learning software. This is designed to enable 
pupils to take more charge of their learning and be able to learn how to use devices 
to help them make fantastic progress. This doesn’t mean they are spending all their 
time looking at a screen but is just trying to give them the tools to develop their 
understanding. In one of the lessons I popped into, the children were using their 
individual devices to research on different representations of Mary (Christianity) 
and Shakti (Hinduism) for the Religious Education lesson. They were able to 
underline key words and highlight paragraphs they wanted to use, to enable them 
to complete a comparison in their books.  The class are totally engrossed in their 
learning and demonstrated excellent skills in their use of the devices. Keep your 
eyes peeled for more information as this trial continues over the next term.  

                  
On Thursday, Lilac Class visited the Ashmolean Museum for an exciting day as 
Ancient Egyptian detectives. After arriving, the children had some time to settle into 
the museum environment and explore a range of galleries showcasing artwork and 
artefacts from early English history. In the afternoon, Lee guided them through the 
Ancient Egypt galleries, sharing fascinating information about the artefacts on 
display—and even giving the children the rare opportunity to handle some of them! 
To complete their detective training, pupils worked through two challenges: 
identifying specific artefacts and describing their uses before searching for listed 
objects to sketch. It was a fantastic day full of curiosity, learning, and discovery—
even with all the walking! 

              
This morning, we were delighted to be joined by our Education Mental Health 
Practitioners, and our very own ELSA team who hosted a children’s mental Health 
Coffee Morning. There were lots of resources available for parents to look through 
as well as having the opportunity to talk to the trained staff. Thank you to the 
parents who joined for the coffee morning, we hope you found it useful. We will be 
running another event in the Spring term for those of you who couldn’t make it 
today.  

                       
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone. 
Mrs Reid 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
3rd Dec – FOBS Xmas Disco 
11 Dec – EYFS Christmas stay 
and play 9:15 
11 Dec – KS1 performance 
4:00 
12 Dec – prospective Parent 
tour 
12 Dec – Workshare 
17 Dec – Xmas lunch/party 
day 
19 Dec – Christmas Assembly 
9:15 
19 Dec – End of Term early 
finish 1:30 
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Recruitment 
We are currently advertising for a school cleaner to work one hour per day, before or after 
school. Botley School parents are able to make use of Breakfast Club or After School Club for 
free whilst working. Please see https://mynewterm.com/jobs/147759/EDV-2025-BS-97379  for 
details, and send the link to anyone you know who may be interested. The deadline is on 
Tuesday.  
 
Free breakfast club 
Thank you to everyone who made use of the breakfast club over 10-14 November when we 
really wanted to boost our numbers. We had great attendance that week, and we hope you 
found it useful / your children found it enjoyable. Do keep coming and if you have any 
feedback or questions about the club please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk  
 
Fundraising alert! 
This year we are raising money for a new climbing structure near the main playground. It 
should be exciting for the children and give lots of opportunities for fun, learning and 
adventure. We will be applying for grants, launching a Crowdfunder, and hopefully Kier will 
contribute but we will also need lots of help from FOBS (Friends of Botley School). The 
proceeds of the Fireworks event will go towards this, and it’s great that we are bringing back 
the Christmas Disco (3 December) to raise more money. FOBS would welcome other 
fundraising ideas and offers of help to make them happen! Please email fobs1930@gmail.com 
or share on the FOBS WhatsApp group. The Pupil Council will be involved in choosing the exact 
structure but it’s likely to be something like the one shown below. Please help us to raise 
enough for an exciting large structure! Watch this space… 
 

 
 
 
 
Pallet truck 
If anyone is interested in buying a nearly-new pallet truck (pump truck) or knows anyone who 
might be interested, please email Jenny on operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk  
We bought it about a year ago for £189, have used it about 5 times, and would like to sell it for 
£100 or nearest offer. It’s from The Workplace Depot Pump Truck | Free Delivery. It carries 
2500kg, has nylon wheels and is in excellent condition.  
 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 
2025 

Tuesday 2nd September 
2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 

2025 
Monday 5th January 2026 

Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/147759/EDV-2025-BS-97379
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:fobs1930@gmail.com
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.theworkplacedepot.co.uk/pallet-trolley
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Nursery parents: Apply now for their Reception class place: 
 

We are letting you know that applications for Reception places for children starting school 
in September 2026 is now open. The deadline for applications is 15 January 2026. 
  
We strongly encourage families to apply online via the following link: Reception applications | 
Oxfordshire County Council 
If online applications are not possible, I’ve attached forms that can be printed or completed 
digitally. 
  
We would be grateful if you could share this information with parents of children born between 1 
September 2021 and 31 August 2022, who are eligible to start school in September 2026. 
  
Key reminders for parents: 

• Read the Starting School Guide on the website 
• Apply on time – late applications won’t receive an offer on National Offer Day (16 April 2026) 
• Update addresses – upload proof of address and inform current nursery/school (if there has been a 

change) 
• Include sibling details where relevant 
• List multiple preferences – up to four schools can be selected 

  
Late applications are far less likely to secure a place at a preferred school, so it is important that 
parents apply on time. 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
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Please note Lee has spaces for new students 
on Thursdays if any prospective parents 
would like to get in contact, Thank you 

Please note Diyana has spaces for new 
students if any prospective parents would 
like to get in contact and reserve their place. 
Thank you 
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