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Botley School 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
On Monday, children from Reception to Year 3 enjoyed an exciting Drama4All 
workshop. As they entered the hall, they were welcomed by Merlin the Wizard, who 
shared the story of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table. 
The children took part in a range of imaginative activities, including moving around 
the hall as though travelling through a magical forest, inventing their own potions to 
help find Excalibur and creating fantastic freeze-frames of Morgan le Fay’s pet 
dragon, Pen Dragon. Merlin also had a cat, but he got lost so the children had to go 
on an adventure in search for him. On the way they met a dragon who they needed 
to be careful of so when they saw him, they turned into a statue! Luckily, the cat 
was found in the end! Everyone had a wonderful morning and remained fully 
engaged throughout the session. 

            
This week we have been practicing singing one of our Christmas songs and today we 
turned the school hall into a recording studio so that we could record our school 
performance of ‘Have a Holly Jolly Christmas’ for Radio Oxford. I have now sent the 
recording in, so listen out for us on the morning show between now and Christmas. 
If I get advanced warning of the date, I’ll let parents know, but in the meantime if 
you would like an early release of the track, please use the link. 
Holly Jolly Christmas.m4a 
 
The Christmas spirit has certainly hit Botley this week with trees appearing around 
the school. If your child would like to send Christmas cards, we have a Christmas 
post box outside my office. Please make sure that the envelope is marked with the 
name and class of the recipient so our year 6 Christmas Elves know where to take 
the cards.  
 
Thank you to FOBS and Mr Christou for another brilliant School Disco on Wednesday 
evening. The pupils had an amazing time and left tired out from all their dancing – 
there may have been a few teachers also tired out from dancing! As always thank 
you to all the parent and staff volunteers who enable these events to take place.  

                 
 
There are lots more events next week, including the KS1 Nativity on Thursday 
evening and the workshare event on Friday at the end of the day. Please see 
information below. 
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone. 
Mrs Reid 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
11 Dec – EYFS Christmas stay 
and play 9:15 
11 Dec – KS1 performance 
4:00 
12 Dec – prospective Parent 
tour 
12 Dec – Workshare 
17 Dec – Xmas lunch/party 
day 
19 Dec – Christmas Assembly 
9:15 
19 Dec – End of Term early 
finish 1:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://9312569-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/head_2569_botley_oxon_sch_uk/IQCcCesf145KQI8Qrk-1VoZRAWs3a-SZ52fOAa5lenrKbao?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJPbmVEcml2ZUZvckJ1c2luZXNzIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXciLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJNeUZpbGVzTGlua0NvcHkifX0&e=2deTB0
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Workshare and food to sample 
Next Friday (12 December) is our Workshare event. All parents are 
invited into school at the end of the school day to visit their child’s 
classroom and look through their school books. Our new caterers 
Aspens will also be in the school hall with samples of their food, both 
savoury and sweet – do head along there too to taste it for yourselves. 
It’s all free! It’s also a great opportunity to ask Aspens any questions 
you may have about school lunches 
 
 
Fundraising alert! 
This year we are raising money for a new climbing structure near the main playground. It 
should be exciting for the children and give lots of opportunities for fun, learning and 
adventure. We will be applying for grants, launching a Crowdfunder, and hopefully Kier will 
contribute but we will also need lots of help from FOBS (Friends of Botley School). The 
proceeds of the Fireworks event will go towards this, and it’s great that we are bringing back 
the Christmas Disco (3 December) to raise more money. FOBS would welcome other 
fundraising ideas and offers of help to make them happen! Please email fobs1930@gmail.com 
or share on the FOBS WhatsApp group. The Pupil Council will be involved in choosing the exact 
structure but it’s likely to be something like the one shown below. Please help us to raise 
enough for an exciting large structure! Watch this space… 
 

 
 
 
 
Pallet truck 
If anyone is interested in buying a nearly-new pallet truck (pump truck) or knows anyone who 
might be interested, please email Jenny on operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk  
We bought it about a year ago for £189, have used it about 5 times, and would like to sell it for 
£100 or nearest offer. It’s from The Workplace Depot Pump Truck | Free Delivery. It carries 
2500kg, has nylon wheels and is in excellent condition.  
 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 
2025 

Tuesday 2nd September 
2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 

2025 
Monday 5th January 2026 

Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

mailto:fobs1930@gmail.com
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.theworkplacedepot.co.uk/pallet-trolley
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Nursery parents: Apply now for their Reception class place: 
 

We are letting you know that applications for Reception places for children starting school 
in September 2026 is now open. The deadline for applications is 15 January 2026. 
  
We strongly encourage families to apply online via the following link: Reception applications | 
Oxfordshire County Council 
If online applications are not possible, I’ve attached forms that can be printed or completed 
digitally. 
  
We would be grateful if you could share this information with parents of children born between 1 
September 2021 and 31 August 2022, who are eligible to start school in September 2026. 
  
Key reminders for parents: 

• Read the Starting School Guide on the website 
• Apply on time – late applications won’t receive an offer on National Offer Day (16 April 2026) 
• Update addresses – upload proof of address and inform current nursery/school (if there has been a 

change) 
• Include sibling details where relevant 
• List multiple preferences – up to four schools can be selected 

  
Late applications are far less likely to secure a place at a preferred school, so it is important that 
parents apply on time. 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
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Please note Lee has spaces for new students 
on Thursdays if any prospective parents 
would like to get in contact, Thank you 

Please note Diyana has spaces for new 
students if any prospective parents would 
like to get in contact and reserve their place. 
Thank you 
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What a busy month we have in December.  We look forward to seeing you at one 

 of our sessions for some Christmas cheer. 
 

Please note that the Health Visiting Team will be joining us at Baby Group  
on Friday 12 December 
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