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 Botley School  
Dear Parents/Carers, 
It has been a wonderfully festive final week of term here at Botley. On Wednesday 
the pupils were treated to a fantastic pantomime performance of ‘The Wizard of Oz’ 
by the company ‘Panto in a Day’.  The actors were brilliant, and the pupils had an 
excellent time with lots of audience participation. Thank you to FOBS who have 
funded this performance.  

                             
Following the Pantomime, the staff and children joined together for the Christmas 
lunch. The Christmas music playing in both the canteen and the playground as well 
as the festive food, including the traditional sprouts, made for a wonderful 
atmosphere in the canteen. Thank you to Aspens for such a lovely lunch.  

         
To finish the day, we had our class parties with lots of musical statues and fun across 
the school.  

Today was the party for Blue Team in honour of winning the House Point challenge 
this term. The team chose to have a film, board games and party snacks for their 
treat. Well done Blue Team.  

                      

Finally, we held our traditional Christmas assembly this morning with music from 
the Botley Wind Band, the choir and each or our classes performing their own 
Christmas Karaoke favourites as well as some traditional Carols and songs for 
everyone to join in with. As always, we finished with the 12 days of Christmas, and it 
was good to see so many parents joining in the actions at the back again this year!  

              

All in all, this has been a very busy but very happy and successful term at Botley, 
which is largely due to the dedication of all the Botley team, teachers, teaching 
assistants, office and admin staff, the premises team and the Governing Board. My 
heartfelt thanks to everyone.  
 

   Wishing you all a joyous and peaceful Christmas and a happy new year.  
Mrs Reid 

                                   

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
5th Jan – INSET Day – staff only 
13th Jan – Reception 
application support session 
3:30 – 4:00 
19th to 23rd Jan – DEI week 
21st Jan – International Food 
event 
26th Jan – FOBS meeting 7pm 
3rd Feb – Year 5 Primary 
Playmaker week 
3rd Feb – PC Ben talks for yr1 
and Yr3 Pupil 
9th to 13th Feb – Wellbeing 
Week 
11th Feb – Internet Safety Day 
13th Feb – Pancake Day Races 
24th & 25th Feb – Parent 
Consultation meetings 
27th Feb – Yr 4 Cogges Farm 
Visit 
5th March – World Book Day 
6th March – FOBS disco TBC 
9th to 13th March – STEM week 
23rd March – School Eid al Fitr 
celebration day 
26th March – Workshare 
27th March – EOT 1:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Save the date!                   
Next FOBS/PTA 
meeting – 7pm on 
Monday 26 
January.  
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Message from the Chair of Governors 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
I can't believe we've reached the end of the first term of the school year - the time has gone so 
quickly!  
I know how hard all the staff have been working and their hard work has been reflected in 
some much-improved results.  In particular, it has been wonderful seeing how well the new 
phonics programme 'Monster Phonics' has been embedded into the curriculum, and how 
much the children seem to be enjoying it. 
Next term we will be welcoming a new Deputy Head for Curriculum and Teaching, joining Miss 
Doran who will then be the Deputy Head for Inclusion.  Mr Florida-James will also become the 
year 2 class teacher. We are looking forward to having a full complement of staff to start the 
new year! 
On behalf of all the governors, I would like to wish you happy, healthy and restive holidays, 
and we will see you again in January. 
Best wishes 
Sue Miller 
Chair of Governors 
 
Fundraising alert! 
This year we are raising money for a new climbing structure near the main playground. It 
should be exciting for the children and give lots of opportunities for fun, learning and 
adventure. We will be applying for grants, launching a Crowdfunder, and hopefully Kier will 
contribute but we will also need lots of help from FOBS (Friends of Botley School). The 
proceeds of the Fireworks event will go towards this, and it’s great that we are bringing back 
the Christmas Disco (3 December) to raise more money. FOBS would welcome other 
fundraising ideas and offers of help to make them happen! Please email fobs1930@gmail.com 
or share on the FOBS WhatsApp group. The Pupil Council will be involved in choosing the exact 
structure but it’s likely to be something like the one shown below. Please help us to raise 
enough for an exciting large structure! Watch this space… 
 

 
 
 
 
Pallet truck 
If anyone is interested in buying a nearly-new pallet truck (pump truck) or knows anyone who 
might be interested, please email Jenny on operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk  
We bought it about a year ago for £189, have used it about 5 times, and would like to sell it for 
£100 or nearest offer. It’s from The Workplace Depot Pump Truck | Free Delivery. It carries 
2500kg, has nylon wheels and is in excellent condition.  
 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Term Dates 2025-
2026 

Term1 
Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 
2025 

Tuesday 2nd September 
2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 

2025 
Monday 5th January 

2026 
Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 
Contact details 

Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.
uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

mailto:fobs1930@gmail.com
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.theworkplacedepot.co.uk/pallet-trolley
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Nursery parents: Apply now for their Reception class place: 
 

We are letting you know that applications for Reception places for children starting school 
in September 2026 is now open. The deadline for applications is 15 January 2026. 
  
We strongly encourage families to apply online via the following link: Reception applications | 
Oxfordshire County Council 
If online applications are not possible, I’ve attached forms that can be printed or completed 
digitally. 
  
We would be grateful if you could share this information with parents of children born between 1 
September 2021 and 31 August 2022, who are eligible to start school in September 2026. 
  
Key reminders for parents: 

• Read the Starting School Guide on the website 
• Apply on time – late applications won’t receive an offer on National Offer Day (16 April 2026) 
• Update addresses – upload proof of address and inform current nursery/school (if there has been a 

change) 
• Include sibling details where relevant 
• List multiple preferences – up to four schools can be selected 

  
Late applications are far less likely to secure a place at a preferred school, so it is important that 
parents apply on time. 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications


Respect        Resilience         Kindness        Creativity     Inclusivity         Teamwork   
 

   

 

 

 

 

                  

  

 

 

  

Please note Lee has spaces for new students 
on Thursdays if any prospective parents 
would like to get in contact, Thank you 

Please note Diyana has spaces for new 
students if any prospective parents would 
like to get in contact and reserve their place. 
Thank you 
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