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Dear Parents/Carers,

On Tuesday year 5 and some of our KS2 choir members made the trip to
Birmingham for the Young Voices 2026 concert. Year 5 had been learning the
songs with Miss Hussain last term ready for the big day. We arrived just in time to
have lunch and then enter the arena for the rehearsal afternoon. The children
were able to sing with some truly inspirational performers and professional
musicians as well as dance with Urban Strides, a street Dance collective, not to
mention over 5000 other primary and special school pupils.

The concert in the evening was to a packed stadium of parents, friends and family
and was absolutely amazing. We arrived back at school late in the evening after a
truly brilliant day out. | may have been a bit overenthusiastic with my singing so
hopefully will get my voice back soon! Well done Botley singers for a really
enjoyable day with brilliantly behaved ambassadors for our school!

On Thursday, we had an amazing ‘Banana and Pyjamas’ Day to raise money for
Homeless Oxfordshire. The day was organised by the Pupil Council after asking
the children in school which external charity the children would like to support.
The Pupil Council then asked the children which would be the best way to do this.
The result: A banana and pyjama day! The children all came in their pyjamas and
brought in a banana (scientifically proven to make you happier). The turnout was
great. The children also met Sarha Taylor, a representative from Homeless
Oxfordshire who came in to talk to the children in assembly about the work they
do and how the children were supporting them. For example: Providing beds,
meals and a safe place to be as well as education and longer-term housing
solutions. We linked the work Homeless Oxfordshire does with our school values -
kindness, respect, diversity and inclusivity and teamwork! Sarah Contacted us
after the event saying, “It was great to meet everyone and to listen to the
children’s thoughts and questions surrounding our work, they did a fantastic job —
I’'ve never seen so many different pyjamas in one place before.” Thank you to Mr
Hunter and the Pupil Council for organising a great event. We raised over £110.00

Upcoming Events

19 to 234 Jan - DEl week
21st Jan - International Food
event

26t Jan - FOBS meeting 7pm
3 Feb - Year 5 Primary
Playmaker week

3rd Feb - PC Ben talks for yrl
and Yr3 Pupil

9th to 13t Feb — Wellbeing
Week

11t Feb - Internet Safety Day
13t Feb — Pancake Day Races
24" & 25" Feb - Parent
Consultation meetings

27" Feb - Yr 4 Cogges Farm
Visit

5% March - World Book Day
6t March - FOBS disco TBC
9th to 13t March - STEM week
239 March - School Eid al Fitr
celebration day

26t March — Workshare

27" March - EOT 1:30

We finished a very busy week with our Spring term Governor’s Day. The governors
were taking time to understand the new Ofsted School Inspection framework and
how Inclusion works at Botley School. Thank you to all the governors, Mr Thom
(CEO Acer Trust) and the staff for a very valuable and interesting day.

Don’t forget next week is our DEI week in school and Wednesday is our
International Day and food event — details below.

Have a lovely weekend
Mrs Reid

Save the date!

Next FOBS/PTA
meeting - 7pm on
Monday 26 January.
In school and online.
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Parents dine with their child

Taste for yourselves the delicious food that Aspens serves, see how lunchtime works at Botley
School, and enjoy the whole dining hall experience with your child! Please join us for lunch on
the following dates:

Reception — 20th Jan (booking has closed)

Year 1 - 27th Jan — book by midday on Tuesday 20 Jan!

Year 2 - 3rd Feb

Year 3 and Enhanced Pathway - 10th Feb

Year 4 - 24th Feb

Year 5 - 3rd March

Year 6 - 10th March

Please sign in at the front office on arrival, and wait to be taken up to the dining hall. When
you’ve had lunch, the children will go and play on the playground and parents can stay to talk
to Aspens staff and ask any questions, before being taken back down to the front office.
(Parents don’t get to go and play on the playground!)

The cost will be £3.06 - great value for a healthy home-cooked main meal (adult-sized portion).

Please book in advance on ParentPay or with the school office, we will let each class know
when their payment item is live. Y1 parents need to book by 20 Jan and arrive at 11.45 on the
day.

Please consider coming, whether or not your child currently has school lunches. If your child
brings a packed lunch, you can still have the hot meal and sit with them —and maybe
encourage them to try it.

Let us know if you have any questions, on operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk or via Philippa and
Sarah in the front office.

Fundraising alert!

This year we are raising money for a new climbing structure near the main playground. It
should be exciting for the children and give lots of opportunities for fun, learning and
adventure. We will be applying for grants, launching a Crowdfunder, and hopefully Kier will
contribute but we will also need lots of help from FOBS (Friends of Botley School). The
proceeds of the Fireworks event and the Christmas Disco will go towards this. FOBS would
welcome other fundraising ideas and offers of help to make them happen! Please email
fobs1930@gmail.com or share on the FOBS WhatsApp group. Please help us to raise enough
for an exciting large structure! Watch this space...

Free School Meals and Pupil Premium
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you.

Free School Meals application form

Term Dates 2025-2026
Term1
Thursday 4th Sept 2025 -
Fri 19th December 2025
Half term Holiday:
27th — 31st October 2025
Term 2
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 —
Friday 27th March 2026
Half term holiday:
16th Feb — 20th Feb 2026
Term 3
Monday 13th April 2026 —
Friday 17th July 2026
Half term holiday:
25th May-29th May 2026
INSET DAYS
Monday 1st September 2025
Tuesday 2nd September 2025
Wed 3rd September 2025
Monday 3rd November 2025
Monday 5th January 2026
Monday 1st June 2026
Monday 20th July 2026
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Botley

Contact details
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
01865 248573

N
Acer

TRUST

E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk
Tel: 01865 519215
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International Day and Food Event
Wednesday 21st January 2026

Our International Food Event will be happening again this
year on Wednesday 21st January 2026. Botley School is
incredibly lucky to have pupils and their families
representing many different international countries, and
we feel that this is something to be celebrated. We will
be opening our doors for an International Food Tasting
Party at 3:15 in the main hall. In order to make this
event as fantastic as in previous years, we are asking for
your help with the following:

* Donations of food from your country of origin for
people to have a taste. Sweet or savoury foods is
gladly accepted. Please include a note of any eggs,
nuts, gluten used in the recipe. Donations to the
school office, please.

Could your child bring in a story or an item
representing their identity or country of origin?
Children are also welcome to come to school
dressed in clothing to represent their identity or
country of origin.
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If you are able to volunteer to help set up and run the
event, please let us know.

Thank you in advance and we look forward to seeing you
there.
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The Botley School Team
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O Copynght 2011, wwnw sparklebos. co.uk
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GUITAR |
LESSONS Piano lessons

Every week on

e Spaces available for beginner to advanced

players. No need to own a guitar m°“d°35 and Tuesdugs
during school hours

e All styles covered - rock, pop, blues, classical,

metal. Grades, performance, composition and

theory all covered n

* Lessons take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays at %
the school, with each 25 minute session taught on
a 1-1 basis at £16 per lesson

¢ Fun, informative lessons tutored to inspire ﬂ
those interested in music!

For more information and to book a lesson please For more information contact Digana
contact: Mob: 07707216175
Lee Luland (School Guitar Teacher) Email: diVChGVCU"@HGhOO.CO.uk

Email: LeeLuland@live.co.uk
Tel: 07872478886

Please note Lee has spaces for new students Please note Diyana has spaces for new

on Thursdays if any prospective parents students if any prospective parents would
would like to get in contact, Thank you like to get in contact and reserve their place.
Thank you

C:i.?:?g Girls aged 7-10 Years old i'?i
Do you want to have Fun,
Make New Friends
& Learn New Things?

Then join 2nd Botley Brownies
Tuesdays 6:15pm to 7:45pm
Contact:

secondbotleybrownies@outlook.com
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Happy New Year! We hope you had a
relaxing and healthy Christmas break.

Our first session of 2026 is our popular
monthly Saturday Family Session on
Saturday 3 January from 10-12noon at Botley
School. Car parking is available in the
school car park.

Please bring a lidded cup for tea and coffee if
you can - snacks will be provided for the
children.

Mums, dads, carers, grandparents, aunts and
uncles are all welcome to join us. Please
spread the word to other families.

Our usual programme resumes on Monday 5
January.

Creativity  Inclusivity

Teamwork

Oxfordshire

We are now running two Stay and Play
sessions every week at Botley School - have
you been to see us yet?

These sessions are great opportunities for
you and your child/children to meet and
make friends with other local families whilst
playing in a purpose huilt space with a great
garden.

Everybody welcome to attend. Unfortunately
there is no car parking in the school car park
during term time but you can park at Elms
Parade for up to 2 hours free of charge.

Please could you take a minute to complete
our very quick survey about stay and play
using the link below (this link should work -
please let me know if there is a problem)

https://forms.gle/S8ngVgDfiHA87n8F8
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Fully Funded School Support Course

‘i STUDY
| SMART

Free Online Courses

[«

Funded
Course . ~=

spire
Education

www.studysmartuk.online

We are looking to fill 150+ School Support vacancies in local schools (e.g. SEN
Support, Behaviour Mentors, 1-1 Classroom Support, Cover Supervisors etc). These

roles are available in both full time and part time positions.
; ¢ «f -
Please go to our website address given above, or scan the QR code F
for more information. _'|I|1 Ll
I. ' ‘- .l
? — L) - Ll.
This is a 6 week course, full time, intensive course, with online r I-_ - "
.j .

guided learning sessions within school hours.

If you are earning less than £23,500 per annum or are in receipt of — r
any benefits, you will be eligible for a fully funded place with us. E
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ART CLASSES

for eligible 4-1¢ yr olds

who get benefits-related free school meals.

«Climbing - vance

00 L Mok - Crafts « Dodgeball
RN s ondoyn virtoners 2 - Sports - and more
TRIAL NOWY  ; soociromsyurtms « Cookery

COMMITTED TO SAFEGUAADING | OFSTED REGISTIRED | CMILOCARE VOUCHERS ACCEPTED
Fmd a club for you

f
g}f{g o784 670391 eequ.orglhafoxfordshlre

et ank
&

37 South Porode, Summertown, Oxford OX2 70N
Department programme OXFORDSHIRE
for Education COUNTY COUNCIL

fun, griendship and adventype

Every Wednesday during term hme 4 00 5.30pm

Forest Tots OB 0
2 - 6 years 10.00am - 11.30am e
Mondays (term time)

£8.00 per child p/w

2
Experience the magic of nature & the joy of outdoor adventure,
together with your children, after school each Wednesday:

« Fun outdoor self-led activities
* Hands-on nature exploration
¢ Unwind, connect with the environment & make friends
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WEEKLY NETBALL

OXFORD | STARTING FEBRUARY

Botley Prima
BEGINNER KARATE

*LgssON ;

%

For keen netballers looking to level up

* 1.5 hours « Once a week
« Age groups on different days
* Monthly training blocks

WHAT WE FOCUS ON WHY THIS IS DIFFERENT
Skills « Tactics « Confidence « Game IQ v/ Complements club netball

\f\' esdays =
' ursdays

\-

Development for school, v/ High-quality coaching
county & franchise pathways / Designed for committed players

v/ No clashes with club training

INTEREST NOW OPEN! \
Email your interest: \ 4
targetnetballacademy@gmail.com

BUUK NOW | TOMWD@OSTMA.CO.UK | 07464 631446

e N Ay | ——

TRY ACLASS l =~

FOR FREE “ —
<> s
.

Iranian Community
Network (ICN)

English Language Classes  Now showing, CONFIDENCE!
Digital Skills e

4 My son has adored his first term at Perform.

2025 Hybrid (online_offiine) o=t ey el S PERTORM

Designed to help you to improve English Language

with everyday digital skills Playisa POWERFUL THING

Perform classes help boost children's confidence,

Practical classes with interactive instruction to help you tion and skills,
. . 3 - as well as being lots of fun,
feel comfortable, communicating in English and Ot e A A Jaricw v Bohg seidina e
1 i i i 4-7s and 7125 are run by experienced teachers, hand-picked
integrating into your local community. R D N e o
i every step of the way - inspiring and encouraging them %o
To reserve a place, please text or email us your T e
contaCt deta'ls What does Perform offer?
 Promming trts-based Gamts bnd emtacives
We operate under GOPR rules and regulations, your information will be stored securely and = ':‘".‘ “' ] 5':“;" e T ":,‘
in confidence o _.‘:(m.,,, scrigta ‘W",c;v_ otz Ready to try for free?
- = — End of termn presentation for tarmdy and frends Your child's first chass s ree, 30 why not
admin@icn-uk.org or Text 07951 035096 & ouriorss helpa doveliop Al Ny avaes o w chNins T || Satio e

supportive and ergaging way It grres my daughter
ot and
e s COmmenity putpose s8dBSe | berform.org.uk/try 020 7255 9120

B Bar

WHW ICN UK ORG

CHARITY REGISTRAT

ON NO: 11
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Calm Yoga for Preteens
(approx 10 to 12 years old)

A 4 week block of yoga classes
at West Oxford Community Centre

Tuesdays 6.15 - 7.15
24 Feb, 3,10 and 17 March
All 4 sessions for £50

Builds strength & flexibility
< Reduces stress & boosts calm
< Improves focus & concentration
Builds confidence & body awareness
# Supports better sleep
Boosts energy & posture
Encourages kindness & self-control
# A healthy way to unwind

For further information and to book a place please
contact Lara at Lambert3323@gmail.com
Website: http://www.calmyogawithlara.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/calmyogawithlara/

LIMITED SPACES
BOOK BY
6TH FEB

FEBRUARY CAMPS 2026

Dragon School, OX2 6SS

£39.99 PER DAY OR £175 FOR 5 DAYS
9 AM - 4PM, AGES 5-11

SCAN ME

www.nextthing.education

Creativity Inclusivity Teamwork

oxforq®
oW'M Schoo

Thursdays 4.30pm-6.30pm &
Saturdays 9am-1.30pm

"’

Contact Caroline 01865 864537
caroline@oxfordswimschool.co.uk
www.oxfordswimschool.co.uk

“Absolutely Fantastic!

X First time attending &

my son loved it! "

Kok k kK

CHILDCARE VOUCHERS AND TAX FREE CHILDCARE ACCEPTED

W: WWW.NEXTTHING.EDUCATION
E: INFO@NEXTTHING.EDUCATION T: 01442 873150
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SKILLS T0 LAST
A LIFETIME

Give your family essential skills and
confidence in and around water. Save a
spot with Swimbies for babies and toddlers,
Better Swim School for kids or swimming
lessons for adults.

Discover more at
better.org.uk/swimming-lessons

WI N T E B WAT E R SA FE TY Discover more and access free
RLSS UK resources to educate
your family ot riss.org.uk

1. STOP AND THINK A 3.0ALL9% @ '

Keep back from slippery banks and Call 999 - do not enter cold water
wear footwear with a good grip or ice to rescue.

Stick to well-lit areas and plan your Try and reach them from the bank.
walks in daylight or along weil-lit paths. =

Never go onto the ice.

4 FLOAT

[o]
o Stay calm, float on your back and
2. STAY TOGETHER call for help. Throw something that floats

" e to somebody that has fallen in.
Keep children within reach and
teach children not to go onto ice

cannot climb out, wait for help and keep
os possible. Preserve heat by pressing
by your side and keep your legs
together. Keep your head clear of the water.

Keep dogs on a lead

WE ARE LOOKING TOR NEW PLAYERS DR

W= BETTER
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OXfI n Oxfordshire family Perfect for

children

not yet
0-6

Phoenix Rising i

SUPPORT NETWORK

Fridays, Term-Time

Register HERE
or via website 10am to 12pm

Full list A SEND Play group for
of Dates pre-walking

e Oggl‘gfvbsne children age O - 6 yrs.
, No diagnosis necessary.
Baptist House,

Broadway & Weekly Topic, with specialist guests
Didcot e

OoX1 4 A Switch toys and sensory play

4
=4 ’ Run by parents like you
¥V Join Now »

6 imogen.Liddell@oxfsn.org. uk' ' ' i

@ www.cafelias.co.uk/pop-ups

CAFELIAS



