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Botley School

Dear Parents/Carers,

On Wednesday this week we had a brilliant assembly led by Zak from Rock Steady
Music School. He demonstrated all the instruments for a rock band, including the
bass guitar, electric guitar, drum kit, keyboards and using microphones to amplify
our voices. The assembly was highly energetic with the children singing and
moving to the beats of the songs he was performing. He then got the teachers up
to demonstrate how we could set up a rock band — | was very happy to pick up the
drumsticks! After the assembly Zak stayed for the day completing a KS2
workshop, and KS1 and Reception Workshop and then a final workshop for
children in Cherry and Rowan class. Rock Steady will be starting Rock bands in
school from next Friday (6% February) and there is more information on the next
page on how to sign your child up if you want them to take up the opportunity.

If anyone knows of any organisations that might want to sponsor a place in a rock
band, please let me or Shine know, as we would then be able to make use of the
Rock Steady match funding to provide 2 free spaces for pupils who might
otherwise not be able to afford the lessons.

Yesterday was a very busy day in school as we had our annual Acer Trust School
Review. The school reviews are always carried out by Mr Thomas (CEO) alongside
at least two other headteachers from across the Acer Trust. Yesterday we were
joined by Mrs Sterjo, headteacher at Watlington Primary School and Mrs
Maclaughlan, headteacher from Glory Farm School. Yesterday our focus was on
readiness for Ofsted, as we are now in the window for our next inspection visit.
You may have seen in the press that there is a brand-new Ofsted framework, so
we felt it was important to make sure our own judgement of where the school is
currently is externally validated. Yesterday we looked at the categories for
Inclusion, Curriculum and Teaching, Achievement and Attendance & behaviour.

After a very thorough day of visiting the classrooms, looking at the children’s
books, talking to the children and meetings with the Leadership team, | am
delighted to say that the Reviewers agreed with our judgements. We believe we
are at least at the ‘expected’ level across all the categories but are ‘Strong’ for
inclusion. The reviewers praised the consistency of teaching and the pedagogical
principles across the school as well as the fidelity to the new phonics scheme and
strong foundational learning seen in EYFS and KS1. They also praised the inclusive
teaching that is enabling all pupils to access the curriculum at the appropriate
level and (most importantly) the excellent behaviour and behaviour for learning
demonstrated by our wonderful pupils across the entire school that is enabling
them to make good progress from their starting points. | am so proud of our
school staff and pupils and the continuing improvement journey for Botley School
since our last inspection. Thank you and well done to everyone.

Have a lovely weekend everyone
Mrs Reid

PS Don’t forget it’s Waffle Week in the free
Breakfast Club!

Upcoming Events

3rd Feb - Year 5 Primary
Playmaker week

3rd Feb - PC Ben talks for yrl
and Yr3 Pupil

9th to 13t Feb — Wellbeing
Week

11t Feb - Internet Safety Day
13th Feb — Pancake Day Races
24h & 25" Feb - Parent
Consultation meetings

27t Feb - Yr 4 Cogges Farm
Visit

5th March - World Book Day
9th to 13t March - STEM week
239 March - School Eid al Fitr
celebration day

25t March - FOBS Disco TBC
26" March - Workshare

27% March - EOT 1:30
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Parents dine with their child

‘It was great! It was fun to be in the dining hall and good to see my child eating her lunch up,
which she doesn’t always do at home.’. This was the comment from a Year 1 parent on
Tuesday. Don’t miss your slot to dine with your child!

Year 2 - 3rd Feb — booking has closed, please arrive by 11:55

Year 3 and Enhanced Pathway - 10th Feb — Booking will close at noon Tuesday 3" Feb

Year 4 - 24th Feb

Year 5 - 3rd March

Year 6 - 10th March

Please sign in at the front office on arrival, and wait to be taken up to the dining hall. When
you’ve had lunch, the children will go and play on the playground and parents can stay to talk
to Aspens staff and ask any questions, before being taken back down to the front office.
(Parents don’t get to go and play on the playground!)

The cost will be £3.06 - great value for a healthy home-cooked main meal (adult-sized portion).
Please book in advance on ParentPay or with the school office, we will let each class know
when their payment item is live.

Please consider coming, whether or not your child currently has school lunches. If your child
brings a packed lunch, you can still have the hot meal and sit with them —and maybe
encourage them to try it.

Let us know if you have any questions, on operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk or via Philippa and
Sarah in the front office.

Fundraising alert!

This year we are raising money for a new climbing structure near the main playground. It
should be exciting for the children and give lots of opportunities for fun, learning and
adventure. We will be applying for grants, launching a Crowdfunder, and hopefully Kier will
contribute but we will also need lots of help from FOBS (Friends of Botley School). The
proceeds of the Fireworks event and the Christmas Disco will go towards this. FOBS would
welcome other fundraising ideas and offers of help to make them happen! Please email

fobs1930@gmail.com, share on the FOBS WhatsApp group or come to the meeting on 26 Feb.
Please help us to raise enough for an exciting large structure!

Free School Meals and Pupil Premium
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you.

Free School Meals application form

Arrival at school — Road safety

It has come to our notice that a number of parents are driving into Elms Road and then
reversing out of parking spaces when dropping their children at school. This is causing there to
be an unnecessary high level of risk to our other pupils and families who are walking to school.
Please can | remind all parents that if you drive to school, you should park by the shops and
walk the rest of the way to ensure we are doing everything we can to avoid accidents or injury
to our young pupils. EIms Road is a residents only parking space, so none of our parents should
be parking in Elms Road. If you have any mobility issues or reasons why you need to park closer
to the school, please speak to Mrs Reid or Shine who can make any adaptations to
arrangements where appropriate.

Attendance

Attendance in the Autumn term was absolutely fantastic and, as a school, our attendance
figure was above the national average for the first time since | joined Botley in 2020.
Unfortunately, there has been a significant and worrying drop in attendance since Christmas
which has led us to fall below the national figures again.

Non-attendance in school has a massively negative impact on a pupil’s learning and their ability
to achieve to their true potential because it causes gaps in learning that are hard to fill if they
are away for significant periods of time. Ensuring that your children are in school on time every
day will help us get back to fantastic above national attendance we saw in the Autumn Term. If
you have an y concerns or need any support for your child and their attendance, please speak
to Mrs Reid or Shine and we will do everything in our power to support and help every child
attend school regularly.

Term Dates 2025-2026
Term1
Thursday 4th Sept 2025 -
Fri 19th December 2025
Half term Holiday:
27th — 31st October 2025
Term 2
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 —
Friday 27th March 2026
Half term holiday:
16th Feb — 20th Feb 2026
Term 3
Monday 13th April 2026 —
Friday 17th July 2026
Half term holiday:
25th May-29th May 2026
INSET DAYS
Monday 1st September 2025
Tuesday 2nd September 2025
Wed 3rd September 2025
Monday 3rd November 2025
Monday 5th January 2026
Monday 1st June 2026
Monday 20th July 2026

T
Botley

Contact details
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
01865 248573

*

Acer

TRUST

E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk
Tel: 01865 519215



mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:fobs1930@gmail.com
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Coming soon ‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons!
Exciting news! From February we will be welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to
learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.

As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place
every week during school time.

These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At
the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!
Here’s what you need to know:

All instruments are provided.
No musical experience necessary.

Suitable for all ages.

Lessons take place in school.

All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music.

Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills.
You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates.

There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month.

You can cancel at any time.

You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.

If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon — Thurs 08:00 — 20:00,
Fridays 08:00 — 18:00).
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Serving chil . Oxfordshire

We are now running two Stay and Play
sessions every week at Botley School - have
you been to see us yet?

These sessions are great opportunities for
you and your child/children to meet and
make friends with other local families whilst
playing in a purpose built space with a great
garden.

Everybody welcome to attend. Unfortunately
there is no car parking in the school car park
during term time but you can park at Elms
Parade for up to 2 hours free of charge.

Please could you take a minute to complete
our very quick survey about stay and play
using the link below (this link should work -
please let me know if there is a problem)

https://forms.gle/S8ngVgDfiHA87n8F8

Banbury
Museum

[;]J l \ r_ﬂ | | i '-I,l'II

31% January - 28”‘June 2026

Journey beyond the books to di
art, m : e
J.R.R. Tolkien's incredible world!

Eanbury_r"lus_eum allieryl
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» ..
Wantage Gymnastics Centre ¥

GRAND
OPENING

& o N
Sunday Unit 6,
o 10:00am | wsg Estate,

- 3pm East Challow,
February 2026 0X12 9TF

S ———>

Don't miss the fun and see what
Wantage Gymnastics is all about

'5
» Free Open Gym
)

Pre-School | Beginners | Squad Gymnasts
Y 4 i

Any Questions: ofﬂce@wantagegymnastil:scentre co.uk

A%

I
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GUITAR
LESSONS

- FREE TRIAL LESSON -

* Spaces available for beginner to advanced
players. No need to own a guitar

* All styles covered - rock, pop, blues, classical,
metal. Grades, performance, composition and
theory all covered

* | essons take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
the school, with each 25 minute session taught on
a 1-1 basis at £16 per lesson

® Fun, informative lessons tutored to inspire
those interested in music!

Eﬁa EQ

For more information and to book a lesson please
contact:

Lee Luland (School Guitar Teacher)

Email: leelulandguitar@gmail.com
Tel: 07872 478886

Creativity Inclusivity Teanmwork

Piano lessons

Every week on
Mondays and Tuesdays

during school hours

73

i

iy

For more information contact Diyana
Meb: 07707216175

Email: divchevecurr®yahoo.co.uk

Please note Lee has spaces for new students
on Thursdays if any prospective parents
would like to get in contact, Thank you

*

Please note Diyana has spaces for new
students if any prospective parents would
like to get in contact and reserve their place.
Thank you

*

C:i.?:?g Girls aged 7-10 Years old i'?i
Do you want to have Fun,
Make New Friends
& Learn New Things?

Then join 2nd Botley Brownies
Tuesdays 6:15pm to 7:45pm
Contact:

secondbotleybrownies@outlook.com
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Perfect for
children
not yet
walking
0-6
Phoenix Rising i

Fridays, Term-Time

Register HERE

or via website 10am to 12pm

Full list
of Dates
on our website
below

A SEND Play group for
pre-walking
children age O - 6 yrs.

Haptiet Hotse, No diagnosis necessary.

Broadway
Didcot
ox
PR | 2
¥ Join Now

A
imogen.Liddell@oxfsn.org.uk ' ‘

@ www.cafelias.co.uk/pop-ups

; ¥ Weekly Topic, with specialist guests
‘ A W Switch toys and sensory play

’ﬁRun by parents like you

+
=3 Make

‘..'.|.-']I ..l AS r_ v i0 SE
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77
East Oxford

Parent Power

What path would you like to see
your child take after high school?
We warmly invite you to our Parent
Power meeting. We'll be joined by a
representative from Oxford Brookes
University for an information session.

Date: Tuesday 27th January 2024
Time: é-8pm

Location: Rose Hill Community
Centre Caroles Way Oxford OX4 4HF

We're meeting to discuss important
topics that affect our families:
@Accommodation & Safety
@Mental Health & Wellbeing
@Your voice matters, ® Your
ideas matter. ¥ Together, we make
change happen!

Action Step: Click link here
To register your interest
and find more information, contact:

('

o

/.
/
k.

Iram Woolley 07756 224022
parentpoweroxfordshire@thebrilliantclub.org

OXFORD
BROOKES

UNIVERSITY

(ifa (n‘()u/;: r(J{.-’f_' ){(.mf fo.(_j(’fr'{:vr

IFTAR DINNER TIME

Join us for a.thematic Ramadan dinner
under the theme of "Building Community Trust".

& 12 March 2026

@ 17:00

N

N

DIALOGUE
SOCIETY

The Oxford Academy,
Sandy Lane West,
Littlemore,

OX4 6JZ

2 G roro
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NHS) o CAMHS |
Oxford Health S

Child and Adolescent
AHS Foundaticn Trusl

?I’ﬂlll Hualth Saribes |

We Walking with You on your Parent/Carer journey
A warm, parent-led group for anyone caring for a child or young
adult (up to age 25) facing mental health challenges.

Connect « Share * Learn Join us online or in person for relaxed,

insightful sessions led by:
. Parent Peer Support Workers
. Social Prescribers
L]

CAMHS Mental Health Professionals

Explore topics around mental health and neurodiversity in a
safe, welcoming space.

Plus: Special Guest Events Hear from professionals and
services across the field! and getting out in nature.

TO REGISTER FOLLOW
THE LINKOR QR :
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Fully Funded School Support Course

‘s STUDY
SMAR

Free Online Courses

Funded
Course

-

Education N ¢ :

www.studysmartuk.online

We are looking to fill 150+ School Support vacancies in local schools (e.g. SEN
Support, Behaviour Mentors, 1-1 Classroom Support, Cover Supervisors etc). These
roles are available in both full time and part time positions.

Please go to our website address given above, or scan the QR code
for more information.

This is a & week course, full time, intensive course, with online
guided learning sessions within school hours.

If you are earning less than £23,500 per annum or are in receipt of
any benefits, you will be eligible for a fully funded place with us.
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-

Hill End Family Forest Days

10am - 2pm
Tuesday 17 & Wednesday 18 February (half term)

* Book to make a bird nesting box in our skills workshop

* Create a giant nest in our den building area, or make natural crafts in The Barn
* Campfire and pancakes!

* Meet Oxford University bird researchers - ringing and monitoring the blue tits

and great tits and you can learn more about the Wytham Woods Tit Project
* Discover more about tree cones with Harcourt Aboretum (Wednesday only)

£9.50 child / £11 .50 adult EEEEiE
el

includes a hot vegetable pasta pot

i ©

& Hill_end_centre -[v @HIllEndOEC @Hill_End Ol k

= m [ :é
pt i R

Hill End Outdoor Education Centre, 0X2 9NJ 01865 863510
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ART CLASSES

for eligible 4-16 yr olds

who get benefits-related free school meals.

. climbing . D:El:eb I
i - Crafts * Doageba
BOOK A GOk oo » Sports + and more
TRIAL NOW!  Cookery

Seatonsl Fomdy Workihopd
Burthaiay Portied & Events

COMMITTED TO SAFEGUARDING | OFSTED REGSTERID CHILDCARE YOUCHERS ACCERTED

Fmd a clul: for you

eequ.org/ hafoxfordshlre

o

Department programme
for Education

EERE s resn

@ém ak
GLA

57 South Porode, Summiertown, Ouford 0ic TN

futt gﬂgndship and aclvenf.,,.e

» OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL

Ever\r Wednesday during term -time 4 00 5.30pm

Previous attachment

ors Tts g

i
£=Gyunc 10.00am - 11.30am = mﬁ%
Mondays (term time) (O} g 3

£8.00 per child p/w

|

Experience the magic of nature & the joy of outdoor adventure,
together with your children, after school each Wednesday:

* Fun outdoor self-led activities
* Hands-on nature exploration
* Unwind, connect with the environment & make friends




Resilience Kindness

Respect

WEEKLY NETBALL

OXFORD | STARTING FEBRUARY

For keen netballers looking to level up

* 1.5 hours = Once a week
« Age groups on different days
= Monthly training blocks

WHY THIS IS DIFFERENT

Skills « Tactics « Confidence « Game IQ / Complements club netball

county & franchise pathways

v

Development for school, v High-quality coaching
+/ Designed for committed players
v

/' No clashes with club training
INTEREST NOW OPEN!

Email your interest:
targetnetballacademy@gmail.com

Iranian Community
Network (ICN)

English Langgt:age Classes

Digital Skills

2025 Hybrid (oniine_otfiine)

Designed to help you to improve English Language
with everyday digital skills

Practical classes with interactive instruction to help you
feel comfortable, communicating in English and
integrating into your local community.

To reserve a place, please text or email us your
contact details

We operate under GOPR rules and regulations, your information will be stored wecurely and
in confidence

admin@icn-uk.org or Text 07951 035096

Botley Prima hool

BEGINNER KARATE

\ SN Tuesdays -
hursdays

uk

BOOK NOW | TOMWD@OSTMA.CO.UK | 07464 631445

L N Ay |

3

e —

Now showing, CONFIDENCE!

Drama, dance & singing classes

designed to help 4-12 year olds shine m
“ My 30n has sdored his first term at Perform.
Me has blossomed and I've seen his confidence grow every week. ™ PERFORM"
Pope Wetten

Playisa POWERFUL THING

Perform classes help boost chidren’s confidence,
ation, dination and ication skills,

a3 well as being lots of fun.

DOur expertly designed drama, dance and singing sessions for
4-Ts. and 7-125 are run by expenenced teachers, hand-picked
for their warmth and approachability. They Tl be with your child
every step of the way - inspiring and encouraging them to
develop vital life skills as they discover the joy of performing.

What does Perform offer?

— Pewtormeng arty-based @ames and erercees

= Forus on 8 dilianent socual il pach wek

— Sl it e Wbk Gn o child's grogres
— Specially created SCripti, videon and sppe

— Bnd of term presentation lor fardy and frends

Ready to try for free?
Vo chaals. first chans is feee. 00 why not
vt & B QOT Cladses Likat place 81 o,
8 Partosrm helps develop all key Sress of & chidd on & fun, Franve . book. ondne o call us.
wapportive and engaging way. It gives my dacugMrier
a brillant senae of fun, community, purpose snd pride.
o hee achievements. ™
et b

perform.org.uk/try 0207255 9120
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Calm Yoga for Preteens
(approx 10 to 12 years old)

A 4 week block of yoga classes
at West Oxford Community Centre

Tuesdays 6.15 - 7.15
24 Feb, 3,10 and 17 March
All 4 sessions for £50

< Builds strength & flexibility
ﬂ % Reduces stress & boosts calm
5“. “2 Improves focus & concentration
Builds confidence & body awareness
— ¥ Supports better sleep
1 Boosts energy & posture
Encourages kindness & self-control
7 A healthy way to unwind

(S

For further information and to book a place please
contact Lara at Lambert3323@gmail.com
Website: http://www.calmyogawithlara.com
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/calmyogawithlara/

LIMITED SPACES
BOOK BY
6TH FEB

FEBRUARY CAMPS 2026

Dragon School, OX2 6SS

£39.99 PER DAY OR £175 FOR 5 DAYS
9 AM - 4PM, AGES 5-11

www.nextthing.education

Creativity Inclusivity Teanmwork

oxforq®
WM Schoo

Thursdays 4.30pm-6.30pm &
Saturdays 9am-1.30pm

&

Contact Caroline 01865 864537
caroline@oxfordswimschool.co.uk
www.oxfordswimschool.co.uk

“Absolutely Fantastic!

R First time attending &
my son loved it! "

ok ok kok

CHILDCARE VOUCHERS AND TAX FREE CHILDCARE ACCEPTED

W: WWW.NEXTTHING.EDUCATION
E: INFOZNEXTTHING.EDUCATION T: 01442 873150
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SKILLS T0 LAST

A LIFETIME

Give your family essential skills and

confidence in and around water. Save a

spot with Swimbies for babies and toddlers,

Better Swim School for kids or swimming
lessons for adults.

Discover more at
better.org.uk/swimming-lessons

WINTER WATER SAFETY

Discover more and access free
RLSS UK resources to educate
your family ot fiss.org.uk

V1N

Stick to well-lit areas and plan your
walks in daylight or along wellit paths

1. STOP AND THINK
Keep back from slippery banks and
wear footwear with a go rip.

| Mever go onto the ice.

o

4

| 2. STAY TOGETHER

Keep children within reach and
teach children not to go onto ice.

Keep dogs on a lead.
| Walk with friends.

3. CALL 993

(Caill 999 - do not enter cold water
or ice to rescue.

Try and reach them from the bank.

4. FLOAT

Stay calm, float on your back and
«call for help. Throw something that floats
2 hat has fallen in.

nib out, wait for help and keep
e. Preserve heat by pressing
your side and keep your legs

together. your head clear of the water.

WHAT’S ON OFFER?
e Open & Family Bounce

° Tots Bou
o

© sirthday Parties
e Exclusive Hires

' §

“Oxfordshire’s BIGGEST.
Indoor Inflatable Park

" Willowbrook Leisure Centre, Didcot

-

Willowbrook Leisure Centre
Bowmont Water, Didcot
2 OX11 7AF

www.thebouncepark.com/didcot

Bi= BETTER

READY, SET, BOUNCE!

We're OPEN

ALL WEEKENDS

BOOK HERE

[=]

FOR MORE INFORMATION Q WWW.THEBOUNCEPARK.COM
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