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 Botley School  
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
On Wednesday this week we had a brilliant assembly led by Zak from Rock Steady 
Music School. He demonstrated all the instruments for a rock band, including the 
bass guitar, electric guitar, drum kit, keyboards and using microphones to amplify 
our voices. The assembly was highly energetic with the children singing and 
moving to the beats of the songs he was performing. He then got the teachers up 
to demonstrate how we could set up a rock band – I was very happy to pick up the 
drumsticks! After the assembly Zak stayed for the day completing a KS2 
workshop, and KS1 and Reception Workshop and then a final workshop for 
children in Cherry and Rowan class.  Rock Steady will be starting Rock bands in 
school from next Friday (6th February) and there is more information on the next 
page on how to sign your child up if you want them to take up the opportunity.  
If anyone knows of any organisations that might want to sponsor a place in a rock 
band, please let me or Shine know, as we would then be able to make use of the 
Rock Steady match funding to provide 2 free spaces for pupils who might 
otherwise not be able to afford the lessons.   
 

         
 
Yesterday was a very busy day in school as we had our annual Acer Trust School 
Review. The school reviews are always carried out by Mr Thomas (CEO) alongside 
at least two other headteachers from across the Acer Trust. Yesterday we were 
joined by Mrs Sterjo, headteacher at Watlington Primary School and Mrs 
MacLaughlan, headteacher from Glory Farm School. Yesterday our focus was on 
readiness for Ofsted, as we are now in the window for our next inspection visit. 
You may have seen in the press that there is a brand-new Ofsted framework, so 
we felt it was important to make sure our own judgement of where the school is 
currently is externally validated. Yesterday we looked at the categories for 
Inclusion, Curriculum and Teaching, Achievement and Attendance & behaviour.  
 
After a very thorough day of visiting the classrooms, looking at the children’s 
books, talking to the children and meetings with the Leadership team, I am 
delighted to say that the Reviewers agreed with our judgements. We believe we 
are at least at the ‘expected’ level across all the categories but are ‘Strong’ for 
inclusion. The reviewers praised the consistency of teaching and the pedagogical 
principles across the school as well as the fidelity to the new phonics scheme and 
strong foundational learning seen in EYFS and KS1. They also praised the inclusive 
teaching that is enabling all pupils to access the curriculum at the appropriate 
level and (most importantly) the excellent behaviour and behaviour for learning 
demonstrated by our wonderful pupils across the entire school that is enabling 
them to make good progress from their starting points. I am so proud of our 
school staff and pupils and the continuing improvement journey for Botley School 
since our last inspection. Thank you and well done to everyone.  
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone 
Mrs Reid 

PS Don’t forget it’s Waffle Week in the free 
Breakfast Club! 

 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
3rd Feb – Year 5 Primary 
Playmaker week 
3rd Feb – PC Ben talks for yr1 
and Yr3 Pupil 
9th to 13th Feb – Wellbeing 
Week 
11th Feb – Internet Safety Day 
13th Feb – Pancake Day Races 
24th & 25th Feb – Parent 
Consultation meetings 
27th Feb – Yr 4 Cogges Farm 
Visit 
5th March – World Book Day 
9th to 13th March – STEM week 
23rd March – School Eid al Fitr 
celebration day 
25th March – FOBS Disco TBC 
26th March – Workshare 
27th March – EOT 1:30 
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Parents dine with their child 
‘It was great! It was fun to be in the dining hall and good to see my child eating her lunch up, 
which she doesn’t always do at home.’. This was the comment from a Year 1 parent on 
Tuesday. Don’t miss your slot to dine with your child! 
Year 2 - 3rd Feb – booking has closed, please arrive by 11:55  
Year 3 and Enhanced Pathway - 10th Feb – Booking will close at noon Tuesday 3rd Feb 
Year 4 - 24th Feb  
Year 5 - 3rd March  
Year 6 - 10th March  
Please sign in at the front office on arrival, and wait to be taken up to the dining hall. When 
you’ve had lunch, the children will go and play on the playground and parents can stay to talk 
to Aspens staff and ask any questions, before being taken back down to the front office. 
(Parents don’t get to go and play on the playground!)  
The cost will be £3.06 - great value for a healthy home-cooked main meal (adult-sized portion).  
Please book in advance on ParentPay or with the school office, we will let each class know 
when their payment item is live.  
Please consider coming, whether or not your child currently has school lunches. If your child 
brings a packed lunch, you can still have the hot meal and sit with them – and maybe 
encourage them to try it. 
Let us know if you have any questions, on operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk or via Philippa and 
Sarah in the front office.  
 
 
Fundraising alert! 
This year we are raising money for a new climbing structure near the main playground. It 
should be exciting for the children and give lots of opportunities for fun, learning and 
adventure. We will be applying for grants, launching a Crowdfunder, and hopefully Kier will 
contribute but we will also need lots of help from FOBS (Friends of Botley School). The 
proceeds of the Fireworks event and the Christmas Disco will go towards this. FOBS would 
welcome other fundraising ideas and offers of help to make them happen! Please email 
fobs1930@gmail.com, share on the FOBS WhatsApp group or come to the meeting on 26 Feb. 
Please help us to raise enough for an exciting large structure!  
 

 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 
 
Arrival at school – Road safety 
It has come to our notice that a number of parents are driving into Elms Road and then 
reversing out of parking spaces when dropping their children at school. This is causing there to 
be an unnecessary high level of risk to our other pupils and families who are walking to school. 
Please can I remind all parents that if you drive to school, you should park by the shops and 
walk the rest of the way to ensure we are doing everything we can to avoid accidents or injury 
to our young pupils. Elms Road is a residents only parking space, so none of our parents should 
be parking in Elms Road. If you have any mobility issues or reasons why you need to park closer 
to the school, please speak to Mrs Reid or Shine who can make any adaptations to 
arrangements where appropriate.  
 
Attendance 
Attendance in the Autumn term was absolutely fantastic and, as a school, our attendance 
figure was above the national average for the first time since I joined Botley in 2020. 
Unfortunately, there has been a significant and worrying drop in attendance since Christmas 
which has led us to fall below the national figures again.  
Non-attendance in school has a massively negative impact on a pupil’s learning and their ability 
to achieve to their true potential because it causes gaps in learning that are hard to fill if they 
are away for significant periods of time. Ensuring that your children are in school on time every 
day will help us get back to fantastic above national attendance we saw in the Autumn Term. If 
you have an y concerns or need any support for your child and their attendance, please speak 
to Mrs Reid or Shine and we will do everything in our power to support and help every child 
attend school regularly.  

 

 

 

 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 2025 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 2025 

Monday 5th January 2026 
Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:fobs1930@gmail.com
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Coming soon ‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons! 
Exciting news! From February we will be welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to 
learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.  
As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place 
every week during school time.  
These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At 
the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!  
Here’s what you need to know: 

• All instruments are provided. 
• No musical experience necessary. 
• Suitable for all ages. 
• Lessons take place in school. 
• All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music. 
• Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills. 
• You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates. 
• There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month. 
• You can cancel at any time. 

 You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.  
If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon – Thurs 08:00 – 20:00, 
Fridays 08:00 – 18:00). 

 

http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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Please note Lee has spaces for new students 
on Thursdays if any prospective parents 
would like to get in contact, Thank you 

Please note Diyana has spaces for new 
students if any prospective parents would 
like to get in contact and reserve their place. 
Thank you 
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