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 Botley School  
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Matthew Arnold Maths Challenge 
Last week, 16 children from Years 5 and 6 had the exciting opportunity to represent our school 
at the Matthew Arnold School Maths Challenge. Working in teams, the children tackled a range 
of mathematical activities that tested their problem-solving skills, logical thinking and 
teamwork. Throughout the challenge, they demonstrated resilience, perseverance and 
excellent collaboration as they worked together to solve complex puzzles and mathematical 
tasks. We were incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, determination and sportsmanship shown 
by all of the children, who were fantastic ambassadors for our school. Well done to everyone 
who took part! 
 

Poetry Slam! 
Today we held our second annul Poetry Slam Assembly. The children have been busy learning 
poems by heart and performing them in their classrooms this week during our poetry week. 
Our individual Poetry Slam winners for each year group started off our assembly in style, 
reciting their chosen poems to the whole school and the parents. I can see how hard all the 
school have been working on their presentational oracy skills and every single word of every 
single poem could be heard loud and clear at the back of the hall! I also loved the choice of 
poems; from beautiful, heartfelt poetry to bring a tear to the eye of adults in the room, to 
humorous poems; classic poems to poems written by our very own pupils.  

         
 
Each class then performed a choral poem, and again, the range from humorous to classic poets 
was wonderful, including one of my all-time favourite poems The Sound Collector by Roger 
McGough. Thank you to all the parents and staff who helped our children learn their poems 
and put on such brilliant performances this week, both in class and in the assemblies. I was 
blown away by how much the presentational oracy of the school has improved since we began 
the poetry Slam oracy project last year.  
 

Fireworks Night! 
Tonight was our fabulous FOBS Bear Trail and firework night. Thank you so much to 
all the FOBS team and the Army of volunteers who make this fundraising event 
possible as well as our community sponsors, Bidwells. This is the biggest fundraiser 
for the school and is also a fantastic show. This year was absolutely no exception, so 
thank you to Storm Fireworks who always make our night so special and to all the 
community who turned out for the brilliant event!    

      
 
 
To those of you celebrating Diwali this weekend, I hope you had a wonderful festival.  

 
 

Have a great week 
Mrs Reid 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
12th November – Individual 
Photos 
16th November - Yr 6 PGL 
Residential 
30th November – year 5 
‘Bikeability’ week 
9th December 4pm - KS1 
Nativity Performance 
11th December – EYFS 
Christmas stay and play 
11th December – Workshare 
18th December 9:15 Christmas 
Assembly 
18th December – End of term 
1:30 
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   Parents dine with their child – this week! 
   It’s not too late to book. Come and eat lunch with your child: 

Monday 9 Nov        Arrive by 11:40    Reception, Enhanced Pathway and SEN Resource Base 
Tuesday 10 Nov          Arrive by 12:10     Year 3 and 4 
Wednesday 11 Nov    Arrive by 11:55     Year 1 and 2 
Thursday 12 Nov        Arrive by 11:25 for Nursery, arrive by 12:20 for Year 5 and 6 
Book on ParentPay by 9am on the day. Please see email sent on 21 October for full details.  
 

  Thank you from the government, and here is what the free breakfast clubs research found 
Thank you to everyone at Botley who took part in the free breakfast clubs research a while 
back. Your answers will help inform the national rollout of free breakfast clubs.  
You can read the full findings here. The conclusion says ‘This research suggests that, from 
parents' perspectives, free breakfast clubs are valued for a wide range of benefits. As well as 
providing breakfast, parents describe the provision as helping children start the day in a 
calmer and more settled way, supporting opportunities for social interaction and 
independence, and making family mornings easier to manage. Many also report wider 
benefits for their households, including support with work, childcare arrangements and 
household finances’. 
Thank you again for helping with this research. 
Any Botley pupils can attend our free Breakfast Club – just turn up from 8am! 

     
    Job opportunity at Matthew Arnold 
    MAS are recruiting a Catering Assistant for 25 hours per week. Details at: 
    https://mynewterm.com/jobs/142104/EDV-2026-MAS-38843  
 
    Free School Meals for everyone on Universal Credit 

If you are on UC your child now qualifies for free school meals. Please ask in the office for a 
short form so we can register you, or email office.2569@botley.oxon.sch.uk      

    
   Elms Road safety and access 

We always remind parents about road safety at the start of the day, but this was made even 
more pertinent today when a cyclist was knocked off his bike at the entrance to Elms Road. 
Whilst this did not directly involve our parents or pupils, it will have been shocking for the 
pupils who witnessed the accident. So please can I remind our Botley community  that driving 
up Elms Road at arrival or collection times should be avoided as this makes the area much 
more dangerous for all our pupils and families walking to and from school. Can I also remind 
everyone that Elms Road is residents only parking, and therefore no parents should be parking 
on the road. I regularly receive complaints from residents and walking parents about feeling 
unsafe because of inconsiderate driving and parking. Please do not stop in the middle of the 
road to allow pupils to get out of the car, as this causes traffic to build up which is dangerous 
for the children and families trying to cross the road. If there is a specific medical or 
accessibility reason why you need to park closer to the school, please contact the school office, 
who will forward your request to the appropriate member of staff.  

 
Collection arrangements 
Another start of the year reminder that pupils in school can only be collected by siblings who 
are 14 and over. This is within the policy for collection arrangements agreed by the governing 
board and is part of our commitment to safeguarding all our pupils here at Botley School.  
You can find the policy on the school website:   

collecting-children-from-school-policy.pdf 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Term Dates 2026-2027 
Term1 

Monday 7th Sept 2026 – 
Fri 18th December 2026 

Half term Holiday:  
26th – 30th October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 5th Jan 2027 – 

Thursday 27th March 2027 
Half term holiday: 

15th Feb – 19th Feb 2027 
Term 3 

Monday 12th April 2027 – 
Wednesday 21st July 2027 

Half term holiday: 
31st May – 4th June 2027 

INSET DAYS 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Wednesday 2nd September 

2026 
Thursday 3rd September 2026 

Friday 4th September 2026 
Monday 2nd November 2026 

Monday 4th January 2027 
Friday 28th May 2027 

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/breakfast-club-early-adopters-final-report
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/142104/EDV-2026-MAS-38843
mailto:office.2569@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/botley/UploadedDocument/8ea85dc1-aca8-4396-b745-2db468af98f8/collecting-children-from-school-policy.pdf
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Well Baby Drop-In Clinic at Botley School 
Are you a parent or carer of a baby or young child? 

Come along to our Well Baby Drop-In Clinic for advice, 
support, and the opportunity to discuss any concerns you may 
have about your child's health, growth, feeding, development, 
or wellbeing. 

When: 2nd Tuesday of every month 
Time: 8:45am - 9:45am 
Where: Botley School 

No appointment is needed. Simply drop in during clinic time to 
speak with a member of the Health Visiting team. 

Botley School 0-19 / Health Visiting Service 

 

 

 

 

Do you live in the Botley/ Cumnor area? 

Once you receive an appointment for your child's 0-19 / Health Visiting Developmental Review 
Appointment from us, if you would prefer your child's developmental review appointment to take place at 
Botley School, we may be able to arrange this into the clinic slots available on a Tuesdays from 9:00am to 
12:00pm. 

Simply contact the Single Point of Access (SPA) and request for your appointment to be rearranged to the 
Botley School clinic. 

Please call SPA on 01865 903800 or email cyp0-19@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk to discuss your preference and 
arrange an alternative appointment if available.  

We are happy to accommodate requests where possible. We look forward to welcoming you. 

Oxford Health 0-19 Children's Services 

 

mailto:cyp0-19@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk
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‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons! 

Exciting news! We are now welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school on Fridays. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to 
learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.  
As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place 
every week during school time.  
These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At 
the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!  
Here’s what you need to know: 

• All instruments are provided. 
• No musical experience necessary. 
• Suitable for all ages. 
• Lessons take place in school. 
• All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music. 
• Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills. 
• You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates. 
• There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month. 
• You can cancel at any time. 

 You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.  
If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon – Thurs 08:00 – 20:00, 
Fridays 08:00 – 18:00). 

 

 

 

http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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Steam Into Christmas at Didcot Railway Centre 
  
Santa needs your help! His reindeer have wandered off around Didcot Railway Centre, and 
he needs little explorers and their grown-ups to help find them. Follow a festive trail, 
discover the missing reindeer, and collect Christmas stocking fillers along the way. 
  
Then meet Santa in his grotto and receive a special gift. Families can also enjoy unlimited 
steam train rides, explore historic locomotives, and soak up the sights and sounds of a 
railway at Christmas. 
  
Dates: Weekends in December and selected days before Christmas. Advance booking 
recommended. Tickets from £20. 
  
Book your ticket today: https://bit.ly/4yY1lL6 

 

https://bit.ly/4yY1lL6

