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 Botley School  
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Oxford Half School’s Challenge 
 

           
 
Once again, an enthusiastic group of Botley students gathered in the city centre early 
on a Sunday morning to take part in the Oxford Half Schools Challenge. With 27 
runners taking part, this was our largest group in several years. From the moment we 
met at 8am and gathered in Balliol College before the start, the children were keen to 
get going and represented Botley School brilliantly. After dedicating three break 
times each week to their training, the runners were eager to complete their final mile 
in front of cheering crowds. They all rose to the occasion, crossing the finish line with 
smiles on their faces and a real sense of achievement. Everyone performed amazingly 
and were delighted to receive their medal. A big thank you to Miss Doran, Mrs 
Paterson, Miss Thomas and Miss Rennie for their support and help in ensuring the 
event ran so smoothly. 
 
On Friday we celebrated the opening of our Clamber Castle with special guests from 
Botley and North Hinksey Parish Council, the Stonegarth Fund, Rotary Club Oxford 
North, FOBS, Thames Valley Water Services and Bidwells. All these organisations, and 
others, contributed to the fundraising and enabled us to reach our goal of £28,500. 
We are so delighted to see the children enjoying the Clamber Castle every break and 
lunchtime, and our guests could see just how enthusiastic they are about our new 
addition! 

 
 
On a particularly busy Friday, we also welcomed our Governors for our termly 
Governor day. The governors come to talk to staff, find out how we are moving the 
school forward, and spend time in the classrooms to see this in action.  
 
And finally, thank you to FOBS and to the teams that came along for a really 
enjoyable quiz night on Friday evening.  
I hope you all had a wonderful weekend. 
 
Mrs Reid 
 

FOBS Firework Planning meeting - tonight! 
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/3730191737355861?p=qbhgY24TkMMomjbqJR 

 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

6th November 9:15 – Poetry 

Slam Assembly 

6th November – FOBS Fireworks 

Evening 

12th November – Individual 

Photos 

16th November - Yr 6 PGL 

Residential 

30th November – year 5 

‘Bikeability’ week 

9th December 4pm - KS1 

Nativity Performance 

11th December – EYFS 

Christmas stay and play 

11th December – Workshare 

18th December 9:15 Christmas 

Assembly 

18th December – End of term 

1:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/3730191737355861?p=qbhgY24TkMMomjbqJR
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FOBS Fireworks 
We are getting closer to the biggest event in the school fundraising calendar with the FOBS 
Fireworks taking place on the 6th November. Please see the information in the FOBS section of 
the newsletter below to find out how you can help support the event.  
 
FOBS fireworks planning meeting, 7pm on Monday 19 October: 
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/3730191737355861?p=qbhgY24TkMMomjbqJR 
 
Parent Meetings 3rd & 4th November 
Parent-teacher meetings will be held on 3rd and 4th November and you can book your 
meeting time on MCAS. These meetings are a great opportunity to discuss your child’s progress 
with their teacher. 
The meetings are all online, they are 10 minutes long, and the deadline for booking is 12 noon 
on Monday 2nd November. Please try to book before half-term if possible. 
 
The link to your online meeting will be sent to your inbox on the afternoon of Monday 2nd 
November. If needed, please check your spam/junk folders etc for your meeting link. 
If you don’t yet have the MCAS (MyChildAtSchool) app you will need to go onto the MCAS 
website to book your appointment. If you are having trouble accessing MCAS or booking an 
appointment, Philippa/Sarah in the front office can book an appointment for you or you can 
email office.2569@botley.oxon.sch.uk 
 

    Year 6 parents/carers 
The application portal is now open for your Year 6 children to apply for a secondary school 
place. 
Families can apply online via the following link on the Oxfordshire County Council website: 
Secondary school place 
The closing date for on-time applications is: 31 October 2026. 

 
   Zumba! 

Local legend George Martini now runs Zumba classes in our school hall, 7-8pm on Tuesdays.  
No need to book, pay £8 on the door or book 4 consecutive sessions for £20. Email 
marti123567@live.co.uk for more info. 
 
Free School Meals for everyone on Universal Credit 
If you are on UC your child now qualifies for free school meals. Please ask in the office for a 
short form so we can register you, or email office.2569@botley.oxon.sch.uk      

    
   Elms Road safety and access 

We always remind parents about road safety at the start of the day, but this was made even 
more pertinent today when a cyclist was knocked off his bike at the entrance to Elms Road. 
Whilst this did not directly involve our parents or pupils, it will have been shocking for the 
pupils who witnessed the accident. So please can I remind our Botley community  that driving 
up Elms Road at arrival or collection times should be avoided as this makes the area much 
more dangerous for all our pupils and families walking to and from school. Can I also remind 
everyone that Elms Road is residents only parking, and therefore no parents should be parking 
on the road. I regularly receive complaints from residents and walking parents about feeling 
unsafe because of inconsiderate driving and parking. Please do not stop in the middle of the 
road to allow pupils to get out of the car, as this causes traffic to build up which is dangerous 
for the children and families trying to cross the road. If there is a specific medical or 
accessibility reason why you need to park closer to the school, please contact the school office, 
who will forward your request to the appropriate member of staff.  

 
Collection arrangements 
Another start of the year reminder that pupils in school can only be collected by siblings who 
are 14 and over. This is within the policy for collection arrangements agreed by the governing 
board and is part of our commitment to safeguarding all our pupils here at Botley School.  
You can find the policy on the school website:   

collecting-children-from-school-policy.pdf 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Term Dates 2026-2027 
Term1 

Monday 7th Sept 2026 – 

Fri 18th December 2026 

Half term Holiday:  

26th – 30th October 2025 

Term 2 

Tuesday 5th Jan 2027 – 

Thursday 27th March 2027 

Half term holiday: 

15th Feb – 19th Feb 2027 

Term 3 

Monday 12th April 2027 – 

Wednesday 21st July 2027 

Half term holiday: 

31st May – 4th June 2027 

INSET DAYS 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 

Wednesday 2nd September 

2026 

Thursday 3rd September 2026 

Friday 4th September 2026 

Monday 2nd November 2026 

Monday 4th January 2027 

Friday 28th May 2027 

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/3730191737355861?p=qbhgY24TkMMomjbqJR
https://tinyurl.com/zhjjtmuw
mailto:marti123567@live.co.uk
mailto:office.2569@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/botley/UploadedDocument/8ea85dc1-aca8-4396-b745-2db468af98f8/collecting-children-from-school-policy.pdf
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Well Baby Drop-In Clinic at Botley School 

Are you a parent or carer of a baby or young child? 

Come along to our Well Baby Drop-In Clinic for advice, 

support, and the opportunity to discuss any concerns you may 

have about your child's health, growth, feeding, development, 

or wellbeing. 

When: 2nd Tuesday of every month 

Time: 8:45am - 9:45am 

Where: Botley School 

No appointment is needed. Simply drop in during clinic time to 

speak with a member of the Health Visiting team. 

Botley School 0-19 / Health Visiting Service 

 

 

 

 

Do you live in the Botley/ Cumnor area? 

Once you receive an appointment for your child's 0-19 / Health Visiting Developmental Review 

Appointment from us, if you would prefer your child's developmental review appointment to take place at 

Botley School, we may be able to arrange this into the clinic slots available on a Tuesdays from 9:00am to 

12:00pm. 

Simply contact the Single Point of Access (SPA) and request for your appointment to be rearranged to the 

Botley School clinic. 

Please call SPA on 01865 903800 or email cyp0-19@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk to discuss your preference and 

arrange an alternative appointment if available.  

We are happy to accommodate requests where possible. We look forward to welcoming you. 

Oxford Health 0-19 Children's Services 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cyp0-19@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk
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Please see below as shared by one of our parents at Botley: 

SEN support services for those who suspect their child is neurodivergent, those 

who are on waiting lists or don’t know how to go about getting a diagnosis: 

1) Autism Early Support portal (£10 a month):  

https://autismearlysupport.org.uk/parents-portal/ 

 

2) Programme of Support:  

https://portal.autismearlysupport.org.uk/register/ 

 

3) Free webinars on all sorts of common autism / neurodivergent related parenting topics from the 

OPCF itself:  

https://www.oxpcf.org.uk/information 

 

 

 

https://autismearlysupport.org.uk/parents-portal/
https://portal.autismearlysupport.org.uk/register/
https://www.oxpcf.org.uk/information
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‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons! 

Exciting news! We are now welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school on Fridays. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to 

learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.  

As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place 

every week during school time.  

These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At 

the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!  

Here’s what you need to know: 

• All instruments are provided. 

• No musical experience necessary. 

• Suitable for all ages. 

• Lessons take place in school. 

• All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music. 

• Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills. 

• You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates. 

• There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month. 

• You can cancel at any time. 

 You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.  

If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon – Thurs 08:00 – 20:00, 

Fridays 08:00 – 18:00). 

 

 

 

http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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