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 Botley School  
Dear Parents Carers, 
Welcome back to school. I hope you all had a wonderful holiday with family and friends.  
We have had a fantastic start to the term, especially with our school attendance figures. This 
week our attendance was at 97%.  That is the highest attendance for the first week of term in 
some years so thank you to everyone for this achievement. It is definitely worth celebrating!  

.  
Attendance is one of the most important factors in education. If a child regularly misses school, 
it creates gaps in learning which over time can become more difficult to fill. One of the ways 
we can keep the attendance of our pupils high, is to make sure they are vaccinated against the 
‘flu virus. The School Nurse team were in school this week to remind parents to sign up their 
child for the ‘flu vaccine which will take place next week in school.  

 
The more children are vaccinated, the less chance there is of ‘flu sweeping around the school 
as it has in previous years, so please do sign your child up for the vaccine.  

In our assemblies we have been thinking about how we can bring sunshine into our lives and the 
lives of our friends around us, inspired by the lyrics to the song ‘Sunshine’ by Gabrielle. We 
started by thinking out our school values of Respect, Resilience, Kindness, Creativity, Inclusivity 
and Teamwork and how these link to our school rules:  

• We will treat everyone in Botley Community with respect and kindness 
• We will ensure everyone feels included and part of the team 
• We will work creatively and with resilience in our learning 

The classes have all made their own charters for how they are going to support each other to 
keep to our values and our school rules and spread the sunshine. We have also discussed who 
helps us with this, including the staff and parents. If we can model these values and rules as 
adults, our Botley pupils will be so well supported in developing their social skills both for now 
and for their future.  

Speaking of staff who bring sunshine to our pupils and community, if you think this could be 
something you would enjoy doing, we have vacancies in school, and we’d love to hear from you. 
See details below.  

You can also bring the sunshine by helping out with our Friends of Botley School team. We have 
the first meeting of the year on Wednesday 23rd September. Do come along, we’d love to see 
you! 
 
I also have the joy of teaching in year 5 and year 1 this year and the pupils have definitely 
brought sunshine to my life with their excellent learning attitudes and I have had several 
members of the staff telling me the same about their classes.  With such a positive start, I know 
our pupils are going to make such good progress this year, and I for one can’t wait to help them 
on this learning journey.   
 
We look forward to welcoming parents to the curriculum meetings next week. 
Until then, have a lovely weekend. 
Mrs Reid 

 
 

Vacancies 
We are recruiting for a Midday Supervision Assistant and a cleaner – see Botley School - 
Vacancies for details and please do pass to others if relevant. Aspens are recruiting a new chef 
for us – see advert below. Matthew Arnold School are also recruiting for a casual chef (same 
link as above).   
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
14th September – Year 3 & 4 
Parent Meeting 
15th September – Year 1& 2 
Parent Meeting 
16th September - Year 5 parent 
meeting 
17th September – Early Years 
Reception & Nursery Parent 
meeting 
Year 6 parent meeting 
25th September – MacMillan 
Coffee Cake Sale 
9th October 2:15pm – Harvest 
Assembly 
11th October – Oxford School’s 
Challenge run 
6th November 9:15 – Poetry 
Slam Assembly 
6th November – FOBS Fireworks 
Evening 
12th November – Individual 
Photos 
16th November - Yr 6 PGL 
Residential 
30th November – year 5 
‘Bikeability’ week 
9th December 4pm - KS1 
Nativity Performance 
11th December – EYFS 
Christmas stay and play 
11th December – Workshare 
18th December 9:15 Christmas 
Assembly 
18th December – End of term 
1:30 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q14vgtzk5fU
https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/vacancies
https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/vacancies
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English as an additional language (EAL) at Botley School 
At Botley School we are so proud of the diverse cultures and languages spoken by our 
community. The number of children who speak English as an additional language in our school 
directly affects the level of funding we receive each academic year. This funding helps us 
provide tailored support and resources to meet the needs of all our learners. In the next few 
weeks, we will be sending out a Microsoft Form for parents to update what languages are 
spoken within the family home. 
A pupil's first language is not English when the pupil: 
• Has been exposed to a language other than English during early development, and 
• Continues to be exposed to this language in the home or in the community 

The home language usually refers to the language(s) regularly spoken in the pupil's home. A pupil 
may have more than 1 home language (speaking different languages to different family 
members) and the home language may also change over time. If you have any questions, please 
speak to Miss Doran or email her at botleysenco@botley.oxon.sch.uk.   
 
 
Start of the School Day 
As a reminder, the school day starts promptly at 8:45. The school gates open at 8:30 and the 
school doors open at 8:40 to give pupils 5 minutes to get to class and learning starts at 8:45. 
Please ensure your child is in school ready to learn in their classroom by 8:45 so they do not 
miss any valuable learning time.  If you wish to make use of the free breakfast club, this opens 
from 8:00am each morning.  
 
Talking of which… free breakfast club  
The free breakfast club is open to all, from 8am every day. All pupils are welcome, for a healthy 
and filling breakfast, and a soft start to the school day. There is no booking form, just turn up!   
 
Break Time Snacks 
This is a polite reminder that KS2 pupils are only allowed fruit or vegetable snacks at morning 
break. This is part of our commitment to encouraging healthy lifestyles and to ensure parity 
across the school. KS1 and Early Years have fruit or vegetable snacks provided at school 
through specific government funding for children in those years. KS2 do not have this provided 
but are expected to bring fruit or vegetables for their snack. Pupils bringing other food items 
onto the playground will be asked to put them in their bag for lunchtime.  
 
Elms Road safety and access 
We always remind parents about road safety at the start of the day, but this was made even 
more pertinent today when a cyclist was knocked off his bike at the entrance to Elms Road. 
Whilst this did not directly involve our parents or pupils, it will have been shocking for the 
pupils who witnessed the accident. So please can I remind our Botley community  that driving 
up Elms Road at arrival or collection times should be avoided as this makes the area much 
more dangerous for all our pupils and families walking to and from school. Can I also remind 
everyone that Elms Road is residents only parking, and therefore no parents should be parking 
on the road. I regularly receive complaints from residents and walking parents about feeling 
unsafe because of inconsiderate driving and parking. Please do not stop in the middle of the 
road to allow pupils to get out of the car, as this causes traffic to build up which is dangerous 
for the children and families trying to cross the road. If there is a specific medical or 
accessibility reason why you need to park closer to the school, please contact the school office, 
who will forward your request to the appropriate member of staff.  

 
Collection arrangements 
Another start of the year reminder that pupils in school can only be collected by siblings who 
are 14 and over. This is within the policy for collection arrangements agreed by the governing 
board and is part of our commitment to safeguarding all our pupils here at Botley School.  
You can find the policy on the school website:   

collecting-children-from-school-policy.pdf 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Term Dates 2026-2027 
Term1 

Monday 7th Sept 2026 – 
Fri 18th December 2026 

Half term Holiday:  
26th – 30th October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 5th Jan 2027 – 

Thursday 27th March 2027 
Half term holiday: 

15th Feb – 19th Feb 2027 
Term 3 

Monday 12th April 2027 – 
Wednesday 21st July 2027 

Half term holiday: 
31st May – 4th June 2027 

INSET DAYS 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Wednesday 2nd September 

2026 
Thursday 3rd September 2026 

Friday 4th September 2026 
Monday 2nd November 2026 

Monday 4th January 2027 
Friday 28th May 2027 

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

mailto:botleysenco@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/botley/UploadedDocument/8ea85dc1-aca8-4396-b745-2db468af98f8/collecting-children-from-school-policy.pdf
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Does your child enjoy singing? 

 West Oxford Young Singers is run Jo Gill and Sue Baker from the County Music Service. The choir meets on Wednesdays from 4-5pm at 
West Oxford Primary School, and is open to children in years 3-6 from any local school. We sing a wide range of songs as well as developing 
the children's singing and musical skills through games and other activities.  We perform regularly in concerts in a variety of venues. The 
cost of attending is £5.50 per week, which is paid half-termly, with the possibility of reduced fees for families who would find that 
unaffordable. 

 We would love to recruit some new choir members for September. If your child would like to join, you can register them on the Music 
Service website here:  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-groups/choirs-and-performing-arts/west-oxford-

young-singers Children are also very welcome to come along for a trial session before committing. Please get in touch with Jo 
(jo.gill@oxfordshire.gov.uk) directly to arrange this, or just bring your child along to West Oxford School at 4pm on Wednesday 

17th September. You are also welcome to email Jo with any other questions about the choir. 

 

 
  

 

  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents/phonics-screening-check-2024-information-for-parents-text-only-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents/phonics-screening-check-2024-information-for-parents-text-only-version
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‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons! 
Exciting news! We are now welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school on Fridays. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to 
learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.  
As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place 
every week during school time.  
These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At 
the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!  
Here’s what you need to know: 

• All instruments are provided. 
• No musical experience necessary. 
• Suitable for all ages. 
• Lessons take place in school. 
• All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music. 
• Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills. 
• You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates. 
• There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month. 
• You can cancel at any time. 

 You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.  
If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon – Thurs 08:00 – 20:00, 
Fridays 08:00 – 18:00). 

http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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