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 Botley School  
Dear Parents Carers, 
So another year has passed by and what a year it has been! There have been so many 
wonderful events where our Botley pupils have shone. This past week was no exception.  
At the end of last week Year 4 had their Hill End Residential. Their sleepover at Hill End was full 
of exciting adventures and new experiences. They took part in team-building games that 
helped us work together and build confidence. They learned survival skills by lighting fires and 
building dens in the woodland. During their habitats exploration and pond dipping, they were 
thrilled to discover slow worms and newts. 
Thank you to Mr Jones for organising such an amazing adventure.  

             
On Wednesday we had our Community Concert. This has grown year on year and this week 
over a quarter of the school performed either in bands, choir or as soloists. It was particularly 
wonderful to have our Rock Steady Bands joining us for the first time this year as well and 
bringing such joy with their band names – I think my favourite must be the Rainbow Purple 
Space Dragons! Thank you to all the adult performers as well. It is so wonderful to see adults 
inspiring our next generation of musicians.  

           
Last Friday was the Leavers’ Disco with DJ John Johnny. They had an amazing time with 
competitions, a photo booth and lots of dancing and celebration. I think the staff might have 
been having fun too!  

            
Today was taken up with our leavers’ assembly and saying a fond farewell to our year 6 pupils 
and the staff who are going on to new adventures. The year 6 read their memories beautifully 
and sang their hearts out. There was barely a dry eye in the house. This year’s leavers had a 
particularly challenging start to their time at Botley as we were in the eye of the pandemic 
storm, but they have shown resilience and determination to make up that time, working so 
hard to achieve so well. I know they will take our values with them and  continue to be brilliant 
in their new schools. Good Luck Year 6 Leavers!   

 
We also said farewell to some of our staff today. They will all be greatly missed and have 
brought so many wonderful experiences to the pupils at Botley. We wish them all the best for 
their next roles and adventures in life and hope that they will take a little piece of Botley with 
them on their journeys.  
Finally, I would like to say thank you to everyone that makes the Botley School Community so 
wonderful. The teachers and teaching assistants who work so hard to keep everyone learning 
and enjoying their education; Shaeen who supports our pupils’ social and emotional wellbing 
as well as being the first aid guru; Jenny, Luciana, Sarah, Philippa and the cleaning staff who 
keep everything running so smoothly behind the scenes; Sue Miller and the governors who 
provide an oversight for the school’s development; Mr Thomas and the central team from Acer 
Trust; and the parents who support our school with such enthusiasm. But, most importantly, to 
the pupils who inspire me every day by showing their values, their determination and their 
beautiful work. It is a privilege to be part of such a phenominal community. Thank you!  
Have a wonderful summer break, 
Mrs Reid 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
7th September – Children start 
of term  
14th September – KS1 Parent 
Meeting 
15th September – EYFS Parent 
meeting and Year 3&4 Parent 
meeting 
16th September - Year 5 parent 
meeting 
17th September - Year 6 parent 
meeting 
25th September – MacMillan 
Coffee Cake Sale 
9th October 2:15 – Harvest 
Assembly 
11th October – Oxford School’s 
Challenge run 
6th November 9:15 – Poetry 
Slam Assembly 
6th November – FOBS Fireworks 
Evening 
12th November – Individual 
Photos 
16th November - Yr 6 PGL 
Residential 
30th November – year 5 
‘Bikeability’ week 
9th December 4pm - KS1 
Nativity Performance 
11th December – EYFS 
Christmas stay and play 
11th December – Workshare 
18th December 9:15 Christmas 
Assembly 
18th December – End of term 
1:30 
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Clamber Castle success 
We have reached our target of £28,500 and the Clamber Castle will be 
installed in mid-September! Hopefully the pupils will enjoy seeing it being 
built day by day. Thank you to everyone who supported our fundraising in any 
way, including the Pye Charitable Settlement, Cumnor Parish Council, Botley 
and North Hinksey Parish Council, the Doris Field Charitable Trust, Rotary Club 
North Oxford, Thames Valley Water Services, Tel Group, Bidwells, the Hope 
ffennell Trust, private donors, and of course Friends of Botley School.  

 

 
 
FOBS fundraising 
A huge thank you to all of the FOBS committee for all the events in the past few weeks that 
have raised a significant amount of money. A grand total of £1,267.40 has been raised from our 
sports day, Zumba fundraiser, the raffle and the community concert. Thank you to everyone for 
their hard work, organisation and giving up so much time to help raise this money!  
    

 
Message from the Chair of Governors 
A message has been sent out via email from the Chair of Governors, Mrs Sue Miller. You can 
also find a copy of it through this link. end of year letter from the chair of governors.docx 
 

 
School lunch price 
The cost of a school lunch will be £2.66 from 1 September 2026 
 
 
Does your child enjoy singing? 
 West Oxford Young Singers is run Jo Gill and Sue Baker from the County Music Service. The 
choir meets on Wednesdays from 4-5pm at West Oxford Primary School, and is open to 
children in years 3-6 from any local school. We sing a wide range of songs as well as developing 
the children's singing and musical skills through games and other activities.  We perform 
regularly in concerts in a variety of venues. The cost of attending is £5.50 per week, which is 
paid half-termly, with the possibility of reduced fees for families who would find that 
unaffordable. 
 We would love to recruit some new choir members for September. If your child would like to 
join, you can register them on the Music Service website 
here:  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-groups/choirs-and-
performing-arts/west-oxford-young-singers 
Children are also very welcome to come along for a trial session before committing. Please get 

in touch with Jo (jo.gill@oxfordshire.gov.uk) directly to arrange this, or just bring your child 
along to West Oxford School at 4pm on Wednesday 17th September. You are also welcome to 

email Jo with any other questions about the choir. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Term Dates 2026-2027 
Term1 

Monday 7th Sept 2026 – 
Fri 18th December 2026 

Half term Holiday:  
26th – 30th October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 5th Jan 2027 – 

Thursday 27th March 2027 
Half term holiday: 

15th Feb – 19th Feb 2027 
Term 3 

Monday 12th April 2027 – 
Wednesday 21st July 2027 

Half term holiday: 
31st May – 4th June 2027 

INSET DAYS 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Wednesday 2nd September 

2026 
Thursday 3rd September 2026 

Friday 4th September 2026 
Monday 2nd November 2026 

Monday 4th January 2027 
Friday 28th May 2027 

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://9312569-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/head_2569_botley_oxon_sch_uk/IQDbL6zhJoMFS4nguMtQA9Y-AadGAO7EKwTMF-QtCsySKIg?e=4fzOSh
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents/phonics-screening-check-2024-information-for-parents-text-only-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents/phonics-screening-check-2024-information-for-parents-text-only-version
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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A message from the government: 

Great British Summer Savings 
 
Rising prices can make life's little treats harder to afford, especially during the 
school holidays when costs build up for families. This Government is determined to 
help, and that is why last month the Chancellor announced the Great British 
Summer Savings scheme. 
 
From 25 June to 1 September 2026, the Government is temporarily cutting VAT 
from 20% to 5% on children's meals in restaurants, children and family tickets to 
cinemas, theatres, concerts and exhibitions, and admission to a wide range of 
attractions. Combined with free bus travel during August for children aged 5 to 15 
in England, families and young people will be able to enjoy experiences that make 
summer special, including visits to the kinds of cultural and educational attractions 
that enrich children's lives outside the classroom. 
 
This forms part of a broader effort by the Government to ease financial pressures 
on families. From ending the two-child limit and expanding free school meals, to 
rolling out free breakfast clubs and delivering 30 hours of free childcare, this 
Government is taking action to put more money back into parents’ pockets and give 
every child the best possible start in life. 
 
As part of this campaign, we have launched an attraction finder website which 
allows families to type in their postcode and find participating venues near them to 
make the most of summer savings. To use the attraction finder, please visit 
https://summersavings.gov.uk. 

 
 
 
  

 
‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons! 
Exciting news! We are now welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school on Fridays. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to 
learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.  
As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place 
every week during school time.  
These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At 
the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!  
Here’s what you need to know: 

• All instruments are provided. 
• No musical experience necessary. 
• Suitable for all ages. 
• Lessons take place in school. 
• All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music. 
• Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills. 
• You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates. 

https://news.service.education.gov.uk/9D49BD1A826F6A14FA56AF38D466C3737662B153E6B3B6C0C3F479665F818175/148AD102D26D3EC928624D66604E0726/LE35
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• There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month. 
• You can cancel at any time. 

 You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.  
If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon – Thurs 08:00 – 20:00, 
Fridays 08:00 – 18:00). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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