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 Botley School  
Dear Parents Carers, 
I hope you are all managing in the heat. We have been trying to keep cool by staying 
in the shady side of our field under the trees at lunchtime, there have been children 
with feet in trays of cold water to cool them down, ice lollies and our fans and cooling 
systems are working overtime.  
 

                           
 
Unfortunately, because of the heat, we had to cancel our Monster Phonics Day but 
we continued with our competition to design a monster / superhero. The entries 
were amazing and so much thought and time had gone in to them. The winning 
entries range from nursery pupils to year 4 and are in the pictures. They all received a 
special certificate in assembly today. Thank you so much for all the entries and we 
hope you had a lovely time making them. 

                 
 
This week we have had two of our year 6 leavers’ events. Tonight we will be having 
our leaver’s disco and on Wednesday evening we had our absolutely amazing 
performance of Alice the Musical. The pupils worked so hard and sang their hearts 
out, and a particular mention has to go to all the soloists who sang beautifully and 
confidently. The costumes were amazing, and the set design was stunning and the 
acting was superb. This was one of the best primary leaver’s performances I have 
ever seen. Thank you to Mr Griffiths and the year 6 team for such an amazing 
production. 
 

 
 
Also, this week KS1, Cherry Class and Rowan Class had lots of adventures, meeting 
the animals and exploring the farm during their trip to Farmer Gow’s Farm. They had 
lots of fun and were beautifully behaved. Well done to the KS1 and enhanced 
pathway team and thank you to the volunteers who helped on the day.  
 

        
I am sure there will be lots of very tired year 4 pupils after their residential to Hill  
End over the past two days. More on that and photos in the newsletter next  
week. 
Right, I’m off to boogie with the year 6!   
Have a great weekend everyone. 
Mrs Reid 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
13th July – school transition 
morning 
14th July – winning house team 
party – Green team 
15th July – Botley community 
concert – 7pm 
16th July – Botley’s Got Talent 
17th July 9:15 – Leavers’ 
assembly.  
17th July - End of Term 1:30 
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Clamber Castle update 
We have smashed our target on our Crowdfunder page, just in time before it 
closes on Monday! https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/clamber-castle-for-
botley-school Please do buy raffle tickets from FOBS volunteers and support 
the Community Concert, to enable FOBS to raise its contribution to the 
Clamber Castle project. Thank you! 

 

 
 

   FOBS events 
We had great fun at the Zumba fundraiser last Saturday. Thank you to everyone who came. 
There is a final FOBS meeting of the year online on Thursday 16 July at 8pm, to start planning 
for next year. All welcome! 
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/365402834114253?p=XO9HL8sWCJIMnYf3SH 
 
Botley Community Concert 15 July 
The tickets for the community concert are now on sale in the school office or at Botley Library. 
It’s going to be a great evening! More information in the poster below.  
 
Free furniture, donations welcome 
We have a large number of school tables and some chairs that are no longer needed. If you or 
anyone you know would be interested, please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk or come 
and take a look/take some away 2:30-3pm on Wednesday 15 July. In addition there is a storage 
unit for large paper/artwork, some shelves/assorted pieces of wood/chipboard and a nearly 
new pallet truck (there would be a charge for this one). Please help us spread the word by 
telling anyone you know who might be interested, even if only in a few items. 
 

 
 

Does your child enjoy singing? 
 West Oxford Young Singers is run Jo Gill and Sue Baker from the County Music Service. The 
choir meets on Wednesdays from 4-5pm at West Oxford Primary School, and is open to 
children in years 3-6 from any local school. We sing a wide range of songs as well as developing 
the children's singing and musical skills through games and other activities.  We perform 
regularly in concerts in a variety of venues. The cost of attending is £5.50 per week, which is 
paid half-termly, with the possibility of reduced fees for families who would find that 
unaffordable. 
 We would love to recruit some new choir members for September. If your child would like to 
join, you can register them on the Music Service website 
here:  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-groups/choirs-and-
performing-arts/west-oxford-young-singers 
Children are also very welcome to come along for a trial session before committing. Please get 

in touch with Jo (jo.gill@oxfordshire.gov.uk) directly to arrange this, or just bring your child 
along to West Oxford School at 4pm on Wednesday 17th September. You are also welcome to 

email Jo with any other questions about the choir. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Term Dates 2026-2027 
Term1 

Monday 7th Sept 2026 – 
Fri 18th December 2026 

Half term Holiday:  
26th – 30th October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 5th Jan 2027 – 

Thursday 27th March 2027 
Half term holiday: 

15th Feb – 19th Feb 2027 
Term 3 

Monday 12th April 2027 – 
Wednesday 21st July 2027 

Half term holiday: 
31st May – 4th June 2027 

INSET DAYS 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Wednesday 2nd September 

2026 
Thursday 3rd September 2026 

Friday 4th September 2026 
Monday 2nd November 2026 

Monday 4th January 2027 
Friday 28th May 2027 

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/clamber-castle-for-botley-school
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/clamber-castle-for-botley-school
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/365402834114253?p=XO9HL8sWCJIMnYf3SH
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents/phonics-screening-check-2024-information-for-parents-text-only-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents/phonics-screening-check-2024-information-for-parents-text-only-version
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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A message from the government: 

Great British Summer Savings 
 
Rising prices can make life's little treats harder to afford, especially during the 
school holidays when costs build up for families. This Government is determined to 
help, and that is why last month the Chancellor announced the Great British 
Summer Savings scheme. 
 
From 25 June to 1 September 2026, the Government is temporarily cutting VAT 
from 20% to 5% on children's meals in restaurants, children and family tickets to 
cinemas, theatres, concerts and exhibitions, and admission to a wide range of 
attractions. Combined with free bus travel during August for children aged 5 to 15 
in England, families and young people will be able to enjoy experiences that make 
summer special, including visits to the kinds of cultural and educational attractions 
that enrich children's lives outside the classroom. 
 
This forms part of a broader effort by the Government to ease financial pressures 
on families. From ending the two-child limit and expanding free school meals, to 
rolling out free breakfast clubs and delivering 30 hours of free childcare, this 
Government is taking action to put more money back into parents’ pockets and give 
every child the best possible start in life. 
 
As part of this campaign, we have launched an attraction finder website which 
allows families to type in their postcode and find participating venues near them to 
make the most of summer savings. To use the attraction finder, please visit 
https://summersavings.gov.uk. 

 
 
 
  

 
‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons! 
Exciting news! We are now welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school on Fridays. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to 
learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.  
As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place 
every week during school time.  
These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At 
the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!  
Here’s what you need to know: 

• All instruments are provided. 
• No musical experience necessary. 
• Suitable for all ages. 
• Lessons take place in school. 
• All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music. 
• Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills. 
• You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates. 
• There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month. 

https://news.service.education.gov.uk/9D49BD1A826F6A14FA56AF38D466C3737662B153E6B3B6C0C3F479665F818175/148AD102D26D3EC928624D66604E0726/LE35
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• You can cancel at any time. 
 You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.  
If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon – Thurs 08:00 – 20:00, 
Fridays 08:00 – 18:00). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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