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 Botley School  
Dear Parents Carers, 
 
It has been an unprecedented couple of weeks with the closure of the school in the 
midst of last week’s red weather warning causing a number of events to be cancelled 
and a lot of additional work for the staff at the school this week, trying to catch up at 
an already busy time of year. It also meant that I haven’t written a newsletter for a 
couple of weeks, so there is lot’s of news to catch up on.  
In fantastic timing, ahead of the school closures for the weather warning, the school 
had an assembly on water safety. This message is especially important as the news 
last week was full of tragic stories of people getting into difficulites in rivers and the 
sea while trying to cool off in the heat.  
On Friday 19th June, the KS2 choir sang their hearts out at Dorchester Abbey as part 
of the Festival of Voices choir. They had learnt all their songs brilliantly and I was so 
proud of the excellent way they behaved and performed. They will be performing 
again in our school community concert on the 15th, when they get to showcase how 
brilliant they are. Thank you as ever to our wonderful choir volunteer Katie Keyes and 
to Mrs Webb for coming with us.  

                   
Also picture are the students from the University of Austin, Texas who visited for a 
talk on diversity, equity and Inclusion within our teaching and school. This is always a 
fantastic afternoon where the students can find out more about the UK education 
system and, in particular, the Botley approach to inclusive education, which is 
currently not something that is allowed in Texas.  It was a thought provoking 
afternoon that brought home how special our approach is, and how lucky we are to 
live in a society that believes that every child matters.   
 
This week Most of our year 6 went to Matthew Arnold for their transition day, whilst 
the remaining students stayed with Mr Griffiths and started painting the backdrop for 
next week’s musical performance of ‘Alice the Musical’. I won’t spoil the surprise with 
a picture, but it is going to be stunning!  
 
Finally this week we had our sports day morning today. The weather was perfect, 
warm enough to make it enjoyable but not too hot for the activities. The children 
were amazing and did their best with all the activities. The races were amazing and it 
was wonderful to see so many of our older KS2 pupils running with such confidence 
and skill.  It was the closest competition we have had in recent years, but the Blue 
team were the worthy winners and took their lap of honour! A huge thank you to 
FOBS for keeping the refreshments going throughout the morning and to Mr Griffiths 
and all the staff whose team effort to make it such an enjoyable morning. A final huge 
thank you to all our wonderful parents who helped to clear the field in the rest break 
and at the end of the event. It was amazing – we have never beedn able to clear so 
effectively and that meant we could have the entire morning, including the winners 
announcement all before lunch.  Teamwork really does make the dream work!  

   
  

Have a great weekend everyone. 
Mrs Reid 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
8th July – Yr 6 performance – 
change of date! 
10th July – pupil reports home 
10th July – Yr 6 Leavers disco 
13th July – school transition 
morning 
14th July – winning house team 
party 
15th July – Botley community 
concert 
16th July – Botley’s Got Talent 
17th July 9:15 – Leavers’ 
assembly.  
17th July - End of Term 1:30 
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Please help us build a Clamber Castle  
Our Crowdfunder https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/clamber-castle-for-botley-
school , has raised £750, just under 40% of our target. Please help us spread the word 
to the wider Botley Community and to local businesses. There are leaflets at the front 
office.   
Please note you do not have to add a ‘tip’ to the Crowdfunder site, you can reduce or 
remove this. Thank you! 
 

 
 

 
 

Notices 
 
Year 6 Performance 
We have had to change the date of the Year 6 performance of Alice to Wednesday 8th July as 
we had a clash of timetabling for the school hall. Please note the change of date. Further 
information will come from Mr Griffiths nearer the time.  

    
FOBS events 
Sadly, we had to cancel the FOBS quiz night last week owing to the red weather warning, but 
you can still join the fun tomorrow with the Zumba afternoon fundraiser. The FOBS team will 
also be selling raffle tickets for the draw that should have taken place at the quiz. The draw will 
take place in the interval of the Community Concert on Wednesday 15th July.  
 
Botley Community Concert 
The tickets for the community concert are now on sale in the school office or at Botley Library. 
It’s going to be a great evening! More information in the poster below.  
 
Reports 
The school reports will be sent home for Nursery through to Year 5 next week. Unfortunately, 
owing to a delay by the company in charge of the KS2 SATs marking, the results won’t be 
available for year 6 until the 16th July, so year 6 reports will be sent home on Friday 17th July.  
A separate letter has been sent to the year 6 parents via MCAS 
 

 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

 
Free School Meals application form 

 
 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 2025 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 2025 

Monday 5th January 2026 
Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/clamber-castle-for-botley-school
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/clamber-castle-for-botley-school
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons! 
Exciting news! We are now welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school on Fridays. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to 
learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.  
As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place 
every week during school time.  
These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At 
the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!  
Here’s what you need to know: 

• All instruments are provided. 
• No musical experience necessary. 
• Suitable for all ages. 
• Lessons take place in school. 
• All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music. 
• Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills. 
• You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates. 
• There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month. 
• You can cancel at any time. 

 You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.  
If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon – Thurs 08:00 – 20:00, 
Fridays 08:00 – 18:00). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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