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 Botley School  
Dear Parents Carers, 
This week our year 1 pupils and some of our year 2 pupils took the phonics check. 
They were amazing and have made so much progress. Well done year 1.   
We also had a visit from Oxford Playhouse on Tuesday to perform ‘Makebeth’ in the 
school hall. The pupils didn’t just watch—they became part of the performance! They 
helped create props using cardboard, making everything from frogs and snakes to 
masks and even a moving forest. The children loved being creative and seeing how 
simple materials could be transformed into theatre magic. It was a fun and engaging 
experience for everyone involved, helping bring the story to life in a memorable way. 
A big thank you to Oxford Playhouse for such an inspiring visit! 
What with all the filming today with a film crew from Kier, it’s been quite a week! 

    
Online Safety 

We have been talking a lot about 1:1 devices and the use of them to support 
education, but we are also very keen to talk about the risks of personal devices such 
as phones for young children and access to harmful social media. The Children’s 
Commissioner has produced a guide called ‘What I wish my parents or carers knew’  
which we have made available on the Online Safety page of the school website, 
alongside other useful online safety resources. Please do take a look.  

 
Please help us build a Clamber Castle  

Our Crowdfunder is now live at https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/clamber-castle-
for-botley-school. This is our last big push to raise enough to build a Clamber Castle in 
the summer holidays. Our overall fundraising is on track so it’s looking hopeful! We 
are aiming to raise £2000 on Crowdfunder and have already reached 20%. Please 
help us spread the word to the wider Botley Community and to local businesses.  
Please note you do not have to add a ‘tip’ to the Crowdfunder site, you can reduce or 
remove this. Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
19th June – Choir Festival of 
Voices 
24th June - Matthew Arnold 
SEND transition day 
1st July – Yr 6 transition day 
3rd July – Sports day 
8th July – Yr 6 performance – 
change of date! 
10th July – pupil reports home 
10th July – Yr 6 Leavers disco 
13th July – school transition 
morning 
14th July – winning house team 
party 
15th July – Botley community 
concert 
16th July – Botley’s Got Talent 
17th July 9:15 – Leavers’ 
assembly.  
17th July - End of Term 1:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New FOBS events! 

Quiz night 26 June 

Zumba fundraiser  
4 July 

Details below 

https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/online-safety-5
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/clamber-castle-for-botley-school
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/clamber-castle-for-botley-school
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Resource Base update 
You will remember that in the Spring Term we ran a parent consultation on the opening of a 
Resource Base for pupils with High level autistic spectrum or communication and interaction 
needs.  I am delighted to say that 100% of the responses were in favour of the plan and we 
have been working with the DfE and the Local Authority to make the plan a reality. I am even 
more delighted to say that the school received the approval from the DfE for a change of status 
and the Local Authority have agreed funding for the Resource Base to open for some pupils in 
September of this year. When fully open, the resource base classes will cater for up to 16 
pupils with high level needs across two classes. In September the plan is to open the first class 
for up to 8 pupils, while we have some premises works completed in the school. We will then 
open the second class once the works have been completed. This is an extremely exciting 
opportunity for Botley and the wider community, so we a thrilled that we have received the go 
ahead. We will keep parents updated on this development over the coming weeks and months.  
 
With this news and the many other events coming up, this is going to be a really exciting and 
busy end to the school year!  
 
Have a great weekend everyone 
Mrs Reid.  
 

Notices 
 
Year 6 Performance 
We have had to change the date of the Year 6 performance of Alice from Thursday 9th to 
Wednesday 8th July as we had a clash of timetabling for the school hall. Please note the change 
of date. Further information will come from Mr Griffiths nearer the time.  

    
FOBS events 
We have a couple of new FOBS events to raise funds for the climbing structure. On Friday 26th 
we will be holding a quiz night with an expert quiz host, fun games and raffle prizes.  On 
Saturday 4th July there is a Zumba fundraiser for all the active members of our community to 
come along and join in the fun.  Details of both events are in the flyers below – Come along and 
support FOBS and the pupils with their fundraising.  

 
Staffing and classes for September 2026 
We are still finalising our staffing for next year, but Mrs Reid hopes to be able to finalise this 
and get a communication to parents by the end of next week.  
 
Volunteer work party – Saturday 27th June 
Likely tasks include painting our rainbow fence, painting a shed, and weeding. Please join us for 
any or all of 9:30-12 noon. Email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk to let us know you can come 
Thank you!.  

 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

 
Free School Meals application form 

 
 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 2025 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 2025 

Monday 5th January 2026 
Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons! 
Exciting news! We are now welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school on Fridays. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to 
learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.  
As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place 
every week during school time.  
These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At 
the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!  
Here’s what you need to know: 

• All instruments are provided. 
• No musical experience necessary. 
• Suitable for all ages. 
• Lessons take place in school. 
• All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music. 
• Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills. 
• You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates. 
• There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month. 
• You can cancel at any time. 

 You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.  
If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon – Thurs 08:00 – 20:00, 
Fridays 08:00 – 18:00). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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Link to newsletter: Introduction to the Smile 360 Team 

https://supervised-toothbrushing.my.canva.site/june-newsletter-smile360
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