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 Botley School  
 

Live Lesson 1:1 Devices Showcase 
This week we held our first ever ‘live lesson’ where parents, governors and members 
of the wider Acer Trust were invited to watch a lesson taking place in the school hall. 
In this case, Mr Jones and year 4 were showcasing how we have been trialling the use 
of 1:1 devices as tools to support teaching and learning in school.  The school 
invested in a class set of mini-iPads at the start of the year, with the support of FOBs. 
Since then, all the teachers from year 2 to year 6 have had a chance to trial using the 
devices to support teaching and learning as part of a trial, with Mr Jones and year 4 
leading the way.  
During the lesson, the children were taught maths. Each child had access to the slides 
on their iPads and could make notes and answer questions during the start of the 
lesson. They could then use these notes and answers during their independent work, 
if they needed to remind themselves of the learning in order to answer a question in 
their books. They could also work at their own pace, with extra challenge questions 
being set on the iPads, so pupils who completed the earlier questions more quickly 
had a challenge to deepen their learning.  
While the lesson was taking place, Mrs Doran and I were able to quietly answer 
questions or explain what was happening to the parents, governors and guests who 
had come to observe the lesson.  
The purpose of this live lesson was to give parents the opportunity to see how the 
devices were used in class, leading to a parent consultation on the use of 1:1 devices 
in school in the future. There will shortly be a web page with more information and a 
link to the parent consultation which we will send a link to as soon as possible.   
In the meantime, thank you to year 4 and Mr Jones for an inspiring lesson, and to the 
parents and guests who took the time to come and watch the lesson.  

         
 

Super Spring Sprint - £380 raised so far! 
Botley are second in the leaderboard – only 83km behind West Oxford. Can you help 
us take first place?? You don’t have to run – walking, cycling and swimming all count. 
You can log your normal walking or cycling – it all counts. Just email your distances 
regularly (with your name and school name) to superspringsprint@gmail.com. 
Friends and family can do this too, from anywhere in the world! Just send them the 
links and they can add to our totals. 
  
All the information is on the QR code further down the newsletter or at this link: 
https://sites.google.com/view/super-spring-sprint/home. To donate to Team Botley, 
either use the second QR code below or follow this link: 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-botley-school-in-the-interschool-challenge-
2026  Any funds raised will go to FOBs and support the project to provide more fixed 
playground equipment for the school.  
 
This week is an important week for the Year 6 pupils who sit their KS2 SATs. They 
have been working so hard on their revision, and we are already incredibly proud of 
them. I am sure they will give them everything they have! Good luck year 6!  
 
I hope you had a lovely weekend and are ready for another great week of learning at 
Botley!  
Mrs Reid 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
11th – 14th - Yr 6 SATS tests 
15th – 21st – Assessment week – 
rest of school.  
18th – Yr 6 Junior Citizens trip 
22nd May – May Celebration 
and Workshare 
25th-29th May – Half term break 
1-5th June – Yr 4 multiplication 
check 
8th – 12th June – Yr 1 phonics 
check 
19th June – Choir Festival of 
Voices 
24th June - Matthew Arnold 
SEND transition day 
1st July – Yr 6 transition day 
3rd July – Sports day 
9th July – Yr 6 performance 
9th July – pupil reports home 
10th July – Yr 6 Leavers disco 
13th July – school transition 
morning 
14th July – winning house team 
party 
15th July – Botley community 
concert 
16th July – Botley’s Got Talent 
17th July 9:15 – Leaver’s 
assembly.  
17th July - End of Term 1:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:superspringsprint@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/super-spring-sprint/home
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-botley-school-in-the-interschool-challenge-2026
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-botley-school-in-the-interschool-challenge-2026
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    Volunteer work party – Saturday 27th June 

Just a reminder of the volunteer work party tomorrow, from 9:30-12 (or any time within that). 
Likely tasks include cutting back ivy/brambles, staining/treating decking or fences, basic 
weeding, tidying up garden areas.  
Please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk if you can come. On arrival please call 07896 
988077 if needed. Thank you! 
 

 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 
 

 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 2025 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 2025 

Monday 5th January 2026 
Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons! 
Exciting news! We are now welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school on Fridays. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to 
learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.  
As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place 
every week during school time.  
These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At 
the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!  
Here’s what you need to know: 

• All instruments are provided. 
• No musical experience necessary. 
• Suitable for all ages. 
• Lessons take place in school. 
• All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music. 
• Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills. 
• You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates. 
• There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month. 
• You can cancel at any time. 

 You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.  
If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon – Thurs 08:00 – 20:00, 
Fridays 08:00 – 18:00). 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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Family Nurturing Sessions 
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Our camp offers a fun, safe experience for children aged 4 – 13 years, with lots of exciting activities and fully 
supervised sessions. We do also have a 10% discount running for parents to use until 10th May: BRIGHT10 

Best wishes, 

Elite Camps. 
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