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 Botley School  

Dear Parents/Carers,                                       
Welcome back to the summer term at Botley. There is an attempt at some sunny 
weather breaking through, although I feel it needs to make more effort! When the 
weather does remember it is the summer term, please remember to help your child 
to apply suncream before they come to school in the morning and bring a sun hat. If 
they need to reapply suncream before lunch, they must bring in their own suncream 
bottle with a clear label showing their name and their class.   
Today was our first ever ‘Heart Day’, raising funds for the Ocean Ward Charity which 
supports the Children’s Cardiac Unit at Southampton General Hospital. Although the 
hospital is in Southampton, it also supports families from across Oxfordshire as well 
and is a cause very close to the hearts of families within the Botley community.   
For our Heart Day, the children came to school wearing pink or red and were asked to 
make a donation of £1 to the charity. During the morning the children displayed their 
fantastic teamwork and were photographed by a drone forming the shape of a heart 
on our field. Thank you to Kier who organised the drone photography for us.  

                  
After the photo opportunity we had a playground disco for break time (and again at 
lunchtime) with the children dancing away. As it is Botley, of course the Jerusalema 
dance was in full swing!  

          
During assembly, we were privileged to have a special parent guest speaker. Rosie 
Piper is a cardiac nurse and came to give a brilliant assembly about the heart and how 
it works. She had pupil volunteers to come out and help her demonstrate how the 
heart pumps blood around the boy so that oxygen can reach the lungs and carbon 
dioxide can be expelled from the lungs as well. The children listened brilliantly and I 
am sure if you ask them about it this evening, they will be able to tell you all about it! 
If they need a prompt, here are some photos to help. Thank you Rosie!  

   
We finished the assembly linking the symbol of the heart to values such as love, 
caring, helping, kindness, friendship and supporting others. We talked about how it 
feels to know that we have done something special that will help the lives of other 
people. I know I am immensely proud of our caring Botley School community, who 
today raised £210.00 with more money pledged to come into school next week. 
Thank you to the School Council who helped to organise and plan the day, and all the 
school for taking part with so much love and enthusiasm.  If you still wish to donate, 
you can do so at the school office next week.   
 
Have a wonderful weekend 
Mrs Reid 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

20-24th April – Active Schools 

week 

4th May – Bank Holiday 

Monday 

11th – 14th - Yr 6 SATS tests 

15th – 21st – Assessment week – 

rest of school.  

18th – Yr 6 Junior Citizens trip 

22nd May – May Celebration 

and Workshare 

25th-29th May – Half term break 

1-5th June – Yr 4 multiplication 

check 

8th – 12th June – Yr 1 phonics 

check 

19th June – Choir Festival of 

Voices 

24th June - Matthew Arnold 

SEND transition day 

1st July – Yr 6 transition day 

3rd July – Sports day 

9th July – Yr 6 performance 

9th July – pupil reports home 

10th July – Yr 6 Leavers disco 

13th July – school transition 

morning 

14th July – winning house team 

party 

15th July – Botley community 

concert 

16th July – Botley’s Got Talent 

17th July 9:15 – Leaver’s 

assembly.  

17th July - End of Term 1:30 
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New menu 
Following on from parents trying school lunches with their child, our Easter Egg lucky plate 
week, and food samples at Workshare, the number of children taking school lunches is going 
up which is brilliant.  
With the launch of Aspens’ brand new menu we will be offering tasters on some days, so any 
child who has a packed lunch can have a free taster of the school meal.  
Next week we will be offering tasters of cheese and tomato pizza on Monday, and beef or 
veggie bolognese on Thursday. It won't be a full portion, just a sample so they can see if they 
like the food and might want to have a school meal next time it’s on the menu.  
Please encourage your child to try the tasters – especially if you would like to spend less time 
making packed lunches! More tasters will happen in the following two weeks, details to follow. 
 
Super Spring Sprint! 
This May, we’re taking part in a friendly inter-school competition with North Hinksey and West 
Oxford to get active and raise funds for our schools. Anyone who contributes to the fundraising 
can join in — whether that’s walking, running, cycling, scooting or swimming — all adding to 
Team Botley School's total. The children heard all about this in assembly yesterday.  
More details, including how to sign up and get involved, will be shared very soon. All money 
raised will go towards the new playground climbing structure.  
 
Kier filming day – postponed, new date to be announced soon 

 
 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 

Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  

27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 

Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 

Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 

16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 

Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 

Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 

INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 

2025 

Tuesday 2nd September 

2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 

Monday 3rd November 

2025 

Monday 5th January 2026 

Monday 1st June 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 

 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons! 

Exciting news! We are now welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school on Fridays. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to 

learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.  

As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place 

every week during school time.  

These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At 

the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!  

Here’s what you need to know: 

• All instruments are provided. 

• No musical experience necessary. 

• Suitable for all ages. 

• Lessons take place in school. 

• All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music. 

• Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills. 

• You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates. 

• There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month. 

• You can cancel at any time. 

 You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.  

If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon – Thurs 08:00 – 20:00, 

Fridays 08:00 – 18:00). 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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Family Nurturing Sessions 
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