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 Botley School  
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
On Tuesday, Lilac Class welcomed representatives from the Environment Agency 
for an engaging workshop on local flood prevention. Students learned about the 
measures being taken to reduce flooding in the area and then worked in groups to 
design their own flood defences, considering the needs of animals, river users, 
recreation, and the wider community. They also explored the dangers associated 
with flooding and discussed what to do in an emergency. A highlight was when 
some brave volunteers reached into water to retrieve hidden hazards. It was an 
enjoyable and informative session that deepened the children’s understanding of 
flood safety. 

                 
On Thursday, for World Book Day, the children came dressed as a host of different 
characters from their favourite books. We had a lovely time filled with celebrating 
our love of books, reading and celebrating our favourite authors. KS2 did a host of 
activities, including an online World Book Day lesson with the BBC, completing a 
book review of their favourite story, and presenting their outfits and chosen book 
to their class. There was also a Book Swap, where children exchanged an old book 
for a golden ticket, which they then swapped for a new book 
Reception and KS1 also had a visit from an author, Jason Brown. He read his book 
'Carl Loft and the Oover Monster' and talked about how he created the monsters. 
Jason Brown is a children’s author and illustrator based in the Oxfordshire area. 
His love of science fiction, fantasy and cryptozoology has inspired both his written 
and illustrated work. His self-published children’s book, ‘Carl Loft and the Oover 
Monster’, was a successfully funded Kickstarter project and a revised, second 
edition of his book is now available in a selection of local independent book shops 
in and around Oxford. Carl Loft and the Oover Monster is a humorous story aimed 
at 5-7 year olds that deals with a small child's fear of inanimate objects. To help 
him solve this problem the title character employs the services of real monsters 
(as you do) from around his home and surrounding area, to help him scare away 
the most terrifying of all inanimate horrors, his mother's villainous vacuum 
cleaner, the Oover Monster! The moral of the story is Carl's discovery that fear is 
all in the mind, and that he is not as scared as he first thought. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed the story and the discussions about monsters! 

    
 
In a couple of weeks, we have our first Rock Steady show case with our budding 
rock bands performing in the school hall at 2:30 on Friday 20th March. The event is 
open to parents of pupils performing, and any other parents interested in finding 
out more about how Rock Steady works in school.  We look forward to rocking out 
with you then!  
 
Have a lovely weekend 
Mrs Reid 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
9th to 13th March – STEM week 
20th March – Rock Steady 
concert 2:30 
23rd March – School Eid al Fitr 
celebration day 
25th March – FOBS Disco TBC 
26th March – Workshare 
27th March – EOT 1:30 
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Parent Consultation Meetings Feedback 
This term only 53% of parents attended the parent consultation meetings with their class 
teachers. This is down from over 70% last year. We would like to understand how we can 
ensure we have a better uptake for these incredibly important meetings and so we have 
created a short survey to collate your response. This should take no longer that 5 minutes of 
your time but could be crucial in helping the school communicate pupil progress and next steps 
with parents.  Parent Consultation Meeting Survey 

 
Parents dine with their child – new date added! 
Because our Y4,5 and 6 parent lunches fell within Ramadan, we are holding an extra lunch on 
Tuesday 24 March for any parents from Y4,5 or 6 who couldn’t make their original date. Please 
book on ParentPay if you would like to come. 
Year 6 - 10th March – please arrive by 11:55 (please note change of time) 
Extra date for Y4-6 – 24 March – please arrive by 12:10  
Please sign in at the front office on arrival, and wait to be taken up to the dining hall. When 
you’ve had lunch, the children will go and play on the playground and parents can stay to talk 
to Aspens staff and ask any questions, before being taken back down to the front office. 
(Parents don’t get to go and play on the playground!)  
The cost is £3.06 - great value for a healthy home-cooked main meal (adult-sized portion).  
Please book in advance on ParentPay or with the school office, we will let each class know 
when their payment item is live.  
Please consider coming, whether or not your child currently has school lunches. If your child 
brings a packed lunch, you can still have the hot meal and sit with them – and maybe 
encourage them to try it. 
Let us know if you have any questions, on operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk or via Philippa and 
Sarah in the front office.  
 

    
Adventures in the playground! 
We have our first grant for our new playground climbing structure! Thank you to Cumnor 
Parish Council. We will be launching a Crowdfunder soon and FOBS would welcome other 
fundraising ideas and offers of help to make them happen! Please email fobs1930@gmail.com, 
or share on the FOBS WhatsApp group.  
 
 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 
2025 

Tuesday 2nd September 
2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 

2025 
Monday 5th January 2026 

Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jcjIdZKbfkqos79MZTJ7MWRk4ExFId5OhAOs3thICNJUMEU5Q0FJRzdCM1kxMlQxVzJNQTVDQUFLTS4u
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:fobs1930@gmail.com
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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‘Rock and Pop’ Music Lessons! 
Exciting news! We are now welcoming Rocksteady Music School to school on Fridays. It’s an incredible opportunity for the children to 
learn to play their favourite songs in their very own bands with a choice of drums, keyboards, electric guitar, bass guitar or vocals.  
As well as learning new musical skills, lessons also boost children’s confidence, well-being, social skills, and teamwork. Lessons take place 
every week during school time.  
These fun and inclusive lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians who know how to inspire a life-long love of music. At 
the end of each term, the bands perform a concert for the school and their families, so you can see how far they have come!  
Here’s what you need to know: 

• All instruments are provided. 
• No musical experience necessary. 
• Suitable for all ages. 
• Lessons take place in school. 
• All involved work towards an Ofqual qualification in Music. 
• Your child will learn up to 300 instrument, band, and performance skills. 
• You’ll receive regular online parent timeline updates. 
• There’s a money-back guarantee for the first month. 
• You can cancel at any time. 

 You can sign up for lessons online at www.rocksteadymusicschool.com.  
If you have any questions about Rocksteady lessons, you can call 0330 113 0330 (local rate, office hours are Mon – Thurs 08:00 – 20:00, 
Fridays 08:00 – 18:00). 

 

http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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Family Nurturing Sessions 
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