
   
 

   

 

Botley School 
 

Newsletter – 15th November 2024 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

There is a lot to write about this week. Before the half term, the Fire Brigade visited the 
reception class. The children wrote the following for the newsletter with Mrs Jones.  

We saw the firefighters today. They brought a fire engine and we sat in it. We looked around 
the fire engine. The firefighters showed us their massive scissors that they use for opening car 
doors. They showed us how fast they put on their fire uniform. David asked the firefighters to 
use their ladder to get the ball out of the tree but they had a special grabber to get it for us. 
We listened to the sirens and saw the flashing lights. Our homework is go and look for a 
smoke detector at home. We also need to learn our home addresses in case of a fire.  

                         
On Friday last week Layla Moran, MP, came to visit our enhanced pathway and to meet with 
Miss Doran and me. As a school, we are incredibly proud of the excellent work and provision 
that has been created in our Cherry class but we have been very concerned about how much 
funding we have been provided with by Oxfordshire County Council to keep the pathway 
sustainable. Layla was very impressed with our pathway, calling it the ‘gold standard’ of 
inclusive school provision. Following our conversation, she wrote to the local authority to 
support Botley School and to request further funding to ensure our pathway is sustainable and 
will continue to work with us in future.  We are very thankful both that she took the time to 
come and visit us in person and for her continued support.  

This Monday, the head of Oxfordshire SEND also visited our pathway alongside Oxfordshire’s 
lead for enhanced pathways. Again, we discussed funding and how we can ensure this 
incredibly transformative provision can be sustainably funded for the future. This was also a 
very positive meeting that resulted in the agreement to recalculate our funding. We are now 
waiting for confirmation of the increase.   

                         

Of course, I cannot write the newsletter without mentioning the jaw-dropping firework display 
last Friday. Storm Fireworks pulled out all the stops and the result was absolutely breath 
taking. Thank you so much to the FOBS committee and the army of volunteers who supported 
the event and made it such a success. A special thank you to the volunteers who gave up their 
Saturday morning to check the school field and remove any firework debris so the field was 
safe for PE on Monday. The rough estimate of the profits raised is a staggering £4000, which 
will be used to support enrichment and resources for the pupils at Botley School this year.  

                   

                       

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

18th November – Yr 6 Residential 
week 
29th November –Year 4 Cake Sale 
2nd December – Yr 5 Bikeability 
week 
10th December – 1:30 KS1 nativity 
performance 
11th December – 4:00 KS1 Nativity 
performance 
12th December – 8:45 – 9:30 EYFS 
Christmas stay and Play 
13th December – Christmas Jumper 
Day 
13th December –Year 3 Cake Sale  
17th December – Panto in a Day 
performance for children 
18th December – Christmas Lunch 
20th December 9:15 – Christmas 
Assembly – parents welcome 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 

   

 

 

On Monday morning, we welcomed Mr Harness who came to talk to the pupils in our 
Remembrance Day Assembly. He talked about the Commonwealth War graves in Botley 
Cemetery and what different symbols on the gravestones mean. He also talked about the 
importance of trying to use words rather than fighting to resolve differences so that we can live 
in peace.  The pupils were incredibly respectful throughout the assembly and finished by singing 
our assembly song ‘Light a Candle for Peace’ beautifully.  Thank you Mr Harness for giving his 
time to talk to us.  

Next week year 6 are off on their adventures at the PGL residential in Liddington and I am just as 
excited about the trip as the children!  

Have a great weekend 
Mrs Reid 

Notices and Reminders 
 
 
Lost Property 
We are building up lots of lost property in the foyer areas just off the main playground. If your 
child has lost any clothing, please do check with them on arrival to the playground in the 
morning, or at collection time.  Please also remember to label all your child’s clothing as it is 
almost impossible to return lost items if they are not labelled.  
 
Colder weather 
The weather is due to get much colder next week, but there are some children still arriving in 
school without a coat, or going out to play without a coat. Please remind your child that they 
must have a coat in school next week so they can keep warm on the playground. If your child is 
bringing an extra hat or gloves, please remember to label those as well!  
 
Cars on Elms Road 
There are still a number of parents driving up Elms road in the morning.  I have also seen 
parents reversing around the corner into Nursery Close and doing three point turns in the 
road. This is clearly not safe to do while the road is busy with pupils and families arriving in 
school. Please remember that if you need to drive to school, you should park at the shops or 
further away from Elms Road and walk the rest of the way to school. That way everyone can 
get to school safely.  Thank you.  
 

Would you like a more harmonious family life?  

Join us for a 4 week Positive Parenting course to learn tips and 

strategies to achieve this.  Starting on Monday 11 November from 

12.45-2.45pm in Botley School. 

No judgement, just a supportive environment.  All previous 

attendees have told us that this course made a difference to 

them. 

Just £20 per person or £30 per couple. 
 

See the poster below for more details 

 

 

  

Term Dates 2024-2025 

 
Term1 

Thursday 5th Sept 2024 –  

Fri 20th December 2024  

Half term holiday:  

28th Oct-1st Nov 2024 

Term 2  

Tuesday 7th Jan 2025 –  

Thurs 3rd April 2025  

Half term holiday:  

17th Feb - 21st Feb 2025  

Term 3 

Tues 22nd April 2025 –  

Tues 22nd July 2025  

Half term holiday: 

26th May-30th May 2025 

INSET DAYS  

Monday 6th January 
2025  

Friday 4th April 2025  

Friday 23rd May 2025  

 

 

 
 
 



   
 

   

 

 

            



   
 

   

 

 

 
 
Forest Foxes Nature Socials: Young people ages 10-12 are welcome to join our second monthly forest-
based adventure in the woods, around a fire, for friendship and fun. 
Where: Hill End Outdoor Education Centre. 
When: Saturday 2-4:30pm 16 November. 
  
Contact JuliaD@quaker.org.uk to inquire and reserve a place. 
  
Please note: Facilitator and helpers are forest school trained and DBSed. 

 

mailto:JuliaD@quaker.org.uk
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