
   
 

   

 

Botley School 
 

Newsletter – 22nd November 2024 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

The past few weeks since half term have been incredibly busy with a number of enrichment 
activities for the school. Last week we welcomed speakers from the Oxford Dialogue Society 
with their ‘Life of a Chickpea’ presentation. The speakers included representatives from the 
Islam, Christian and Hindu faiths with a theme of Inclusivity and British Values. The Pudding 
they prepared for each child in year 5 and 6 included chickpeas and other ingredients that 
kept their unique identity but came together to make a delicious pudding.   

       

This week, Year 6 went on their residential PGL adventures in Liddington. The pupils had an 
amazing time and managed the unexpectedly heavy snow on Tuesday brilliantly. They layered 
up so that they did not get too cold and could carry on with the activities. Our adventures 
included zip wires, giant swings, fencing, trapeze, archery, aero ball, abseiling, rock climbing, 
problem solving and crate stacking. The food was amazing and the evening activities just as 
fun with an ambush game on our first night, a balloon splash challenge on night two, a film 
night (when it was too cold for an outdoor campfire!) and a silent disco. The pupils themselves 
were excellent ambassadors for the school, showing all our values, but especially their 
teamwork, resilience and respect. Thank you to the pupils and to the staff who helped our 
children have such a fantastic experience. There are more photos available on the school 
website PGL Adventures 2024 | Botley School , but here are a few to give an idea of the week.  

       

Year 6 were not the only ones out on trips this week. Today, year 4 visited Chedworth Roman 
Villa, and it was like stepping back in time! The children were amazed by the beautiful mosaic 
floors and learned how the Romans used clever technology, like the hypocaust, to heat their 
homes. They were given the chance to create their own mosaic tiles, which was a fun and 
creative way to connect with Roman art. Exploring the ruins helped everyone imagine what life 
was like in Roman Britain nearly 2,000 years ago. The trip was a great chance to see history 
come alive and discover fascinating facts about the Romans! 

                             

A great way to finish a super week.  

Have a great weekend! 
Mrs Reid 

                   

                       

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
29th November –Year 4 Cake Sale 
2nd December – Yr 5 Bikeability 
week 
10th December – 1:30 KS1 nativity 
performance 
11th December – 4:00 KS1 Nativity 
performance 
12th December – 8:45 – 9:30 EYFS 
Christmas stay and Play 
13th December – Christmas Jumper 
Day 
13th December –Year 3 Cake Sale  
17th December – Panto in a Day 
performance for children 
18th December – Christmas Lunch 
20th December – Christmas 
Assembly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/pgl-adventures-2024/


   
 

   

 

 

Notices and Reminders 
 
Illness in school 
There have been a number of pupils who have had a virus that includes high temperatures and 
headaches amongst other symptoms.  This appears to be a new strain of the ‘flu virus. We 
decided to look at the correlation between the pupils who have been ill, and the pupils who 
had the ‘flu vaccination earlier in the term. Although some of the children who have been ill 
were vaccinated, the majority of those who have been ill did not have the vaccine when it was 
offered in school in September.  This suggests that those pupils who are not vaccinated are 
more likely to get the illness.  As a school, we recommend every child is vaccinated each year 
to prevent the spread of illnesses such as this, so please do consider this when the ‘flu vaccine 
is offered next year in school. If your child has not been vaccinated and has not had the virus, 
we recommend discussing the vaccine with your GP or a healthcare professional.  
 
Changes to payment methods 
The school office will be moving away from taking cash payments in early 2025. To get ready 
for this, we need all children to have at least one parent set up on ParentPay so that lunches, 
clubs, trips, uniform etc can be paid for on ParentPay. Most families are on ParentPay but not 
all. We will be contacting relevant parents soon with the details of how to sign up for 
ParentPay, which is quick and easy. All children need to have at least one parent on ParentPay 
by mid-December.  

 

 Term Dates 2024-2025 
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