
   
 

   

 

Botley School 
 

Newsletter – 13th December 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

We had an exciting visit from Let’s Go Zero last week –two Climate Advisors spent the morning 
helping us think about our carbon footprint and how we can reduce it. The Eco Warriors gave 
them a tour of the school, pointed out our excellent solar panels (see photo) and showed 
them our Forest School. We also learnt how to use a thermal imaging camera to see where 
heat might be escaping from our buildings. Let’s Go Zero is going to help us come up with a 
Climate Action Plan, and there’ll be more details about this next term.   

 

 

 

The Christmas events in school started this week with our KS1 performance, ‘The Nativity!’ 
The children gave a fantastic performance of the Christmas story with beautiful singing, 
brilliantly clear speaking and smiles on their faces.  

                           

This week, the Early Years team also held their Christmas & Winter themed ‘Stay and Play’ 
sessions. On Monday the children welcomed some families from Botley Bridges for a come 
and play session. The children loved showing the families around the classroom and invited 
them to join their play. On Thursday, the EYFS had their Christmas/Winter stay and play for 
their families. It was an amazing to see so many families and feel the buzz in the classrooms. 
The children loved showing their families the variety of themed activities and their 
workbooks. 

                                   
To end the week, we have all been wearing our Christmas Jumpers. This year, the pupil council 
and class councils have voted on which charity they want to support with their fundraising. 
The result of the vote is that this year we will be focussing our charity efforts on raising money 
for the RSPCA. Last year we managed to raise £1000 for Sobell House, so we will see if we can 
match or exceed that this year! Thank you for all the donations to start the pupils’ fundraising 
campaign for this year.  

Have a great weekend 

Mrs Reid 

                   

                       

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
16th December – Red Team House 
Points Party 
17th December – Panto in a Day 
performance for children 
18th December – Christmas Lunch 
20th December - 9:15 – Christmas 
Assembly  
20th December 1:30 school finishes 
for Christmas break 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 

   

 

 

Notices and Reminders 
 
Helping Parents Choose the Right Games for Their Children 
The Family Gaming Database is a valuable tool for parents to find age-appropriate games 
while ensuring their child’s online safety. Alongside detailed reviews and age ratings, it 
highlights games with features like in-app purchases or online interactions, helping families 
make informed decisions. The site also provides advice on setting up parental controls to 
manage screen time and protect against potential online risks. 
Visit familygamingdatabase.com to explore safe, fun, and engaging games for your child! 
 
Christmas Assembly 
The Christmas assembly will be held on Friday 20th December at 9:15. The KS2 classes will be 
performing a carol each, the Choir will be performing the carols they had been practicing for 
the Oxford University event last week that unfortunately had to be cancelled owing to the 
weather, and the school wind band will be performing. As always, there may be some 
audience participation at the end, so those of you who have attended before, you might want 
to practice your 12 days of Christmas actions!  
 
Becoming a cashless school 
The school office will be moving away from taking cash payments in early 2025. To get ready 
for this, we need all children to have at least one parent set up on ParentPay so that lunches, 
clubs, trips, uniform etc can be paid for on ParentPay. We sent home letters last week to the 
families who need to sign up. Please use these details to get onto ParentPay by Monday 16 
December. Thank you.  
 
International Food Day/DEI week 
Our annual Diversity, Equity and Inclusion week will be taking place in the second week of 
term after Christmas. We are currently planning for events and speakers and would like to 
invite parents, grandparents, carers and members of the community to come in to school 
during the week and give talks or share experiences with our pupils. We would love to have 
guest speakers who can talk about ethnicity, religion, careers, or any other themes linked to 
diversity. If there are any talented members of the community who would like to share 
traditional stories, songs, dances or clothing with the children, we would love to hear from 
you. Please use the link below to let us know you are interested in supporting the school 
during the week.  

Botley DEI Week 2025 Volunteer Form 
 

If you are unable to volunteer in school, you can still support the event by sharing food with 
the school on our very popular International Food Day event, which will be held on 
Wednesday 15th January in the school hall at 3:15.  Please see the flyer for the event below. 
Children are encouraged to come to school on the 15th wearing clothing or costumes that 
represent their cultural identity.  

 
 

 

 Term Dates 2024-2025 

Term1 

Thursday 5th Sept 2024 –  

Fri 20th December 2024  

Term 2  

Tuesday 7th Jan 2025 –  

Thurs 3rd April 2025  

Half term holiday:  

17th Feb - 21st Feb 2025  

Term 3 

Tues 22nd April 2025 –  

Tues 22nd July 2025  

Half term holiday: 

26th May-30th May 2025 

INSET DAYS  

Monday 6th January 
2025  

Friday 4th April 2025  

Friday 23rd May 2025  

   

 

https://www.familygamingdatabase.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jcjIdZKbfkqos79MZTJ7MWRk4ExFId5OhAOs3thICNJUOFFQVlRDQVFLQ0NaMlhZSjVOTVZHTk5FOS4u
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