
   
 

   

 

Botley School 
 

Newsletter – 29th November 2024 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Following on from last week’s newsletter item about our visit from faith leaders and members 
of the Oxford Dialogue society, there is an invitation flyer later in the newsletter for the 
Oxford Dialogue Society’s Christmas Community event taking place on Thursday 5th December.   

We also had another faith leader visit this week when Rabbi Zvi Solomon visited Botley and 
gave an assembly to the school on the theme of light linked to different religions and the 
Jewish Festival Hanukah. During the morning, he led workshops in KS1 where he taught the 
children about Sukkot and how Jewish people build Sukkah shelters. He also talked about the 
Shabbat meal.  

        

In other events this week, year 4 had a wonderful morning making soda bread with one of the 
chefs from Caterlink, our school meal providers. The bread included cheese and turmeric and 
there was a gluten free option for children who do not use wheat products. I was extremely 
delighted to receive a special present of a loaf of the soda bread, straight from the ovens while 
it was still warm and fresh and I can say it was absolutely delicious!  Unfortunately, the 
children and adults were having such a good time, they forgot to take any photos, so you’ll 
have to use your imagination to picture what year 4 looked like after working with flour and 
dough!  

Next week we have our year 5 Bikeability week. Please can year 5 pupils bring their bikes 
straight to the playground on Monday morning rather than locking them in the bike racks 
when they arrive in school.  

Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs Reid 

                   

                       

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
2nd December – Yr 5 Bikeability 
week 
10th December – 1:30 KS1 nativity 
performance 
11th December – 4:00 KS1 Nativity 
performance 
12th December – 8:45 – 9:30 EYFS 
Christmas stay and Play 
13th December – Christmas Jumper 
Day 
13th December –Year 3 Cake Sale  
17th December – Panto in a Day 
performance for children 
18th December – Christmas Lunch 
20th December – Christmas 
Assembly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 

   

 

 

Notices and Reminders 
 
Changes to payment methods 
The school office will be moving away from taking cash payments in early 2025. To get ready 
for this, we need all children to have at least one parent set up on ParentPay so that lunches, 
clubs, trips, uniform etc can be paid for on ParentPay. Most families are on ParentPay but not 
all. We will be contacting relevant parents soon with the details of how to sign up for 
ParentPay, which is quick and easy. All children need to have at least one parent on ParentPay 
by mid-December.  
 
Having a clear out? 
If anyone has any pre-loved games, toys or activities that are still in reasonable condition, 
After School Club would be very grateful for them. Please take to the After School Club 
building on any day at pick-up time and give to Mrs Guilfoy. Unfortunately, we are not able to 
accept soft toys. Thank you! 
 
Illness in school 
There have been a number of pupils who have had a virus that includes high temperatures and 
headaches amongst other symptoms.  This appears to be a new strain of the ‘flu virus. We 
decided to look at the correlation between the pupils who have been ill, and the pupils who 
had the ‘flu vaccination earlier in the term. Although some of the children who have been ill 
were vaccinated, the majority of those who have been ill did not have the vaccine when it was 
offered in school in September.  This suggests that those pupils who are not vaccinated are 
more likely to get the illness.  As a school, we recommend every child is vaccinated each year 
to prevent the spread of illnesses such as this, so please do consider this when the ‘flu vaccine 
is offered next year in school. If your child has not been vaccinated and has not had the virus, 
we recommend discussing the vaccine with your GP or a healthcare professional.  
 

 

 Term Dates 2024-2025 
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