
   
 

   

 

Botley School 
 

Newsletter 24th January 2025 
This week our Year 5 pupils have been having a fabulous time with the Primary 
Playmaker project. They have been working on their scripts for plays on the theme of 
journeys. They have been trying out ideas in drama sessions and learning what they 
need to write a script. On their final day today, they were performing their plays to 
each other on the stage in the hall. The Primary Playmaker team will chose one of the 
scripts to be performed by real actors on stage at the Oxford Playhouse later in the 
spring. We will of course be taking year 5 pupils to the theatre to find out which play 
has been chosen and to enjoy plays written by children from across Oxfordshire.      

            

In both our DEI week last week and this week in school, pupils have been learning 
about Chinese New Year.  Last week, KS2 pupils enjoyed a talk from Mr Kwok about 
the customs and traditions that surround the Lunar New Year. In Early Years today, 
the children were using puppets and acting out the story of the Great Race. They 
particularly liked the story of the rat and the cat. If you have a child in the reception 
class, I am sure they will explain it to you!  For everyone celebrating the Lunar New 
Year next week, I hope you have a wonderful time.  

Have a great weekend 

Mrs Reid 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
30th January – Yr 5 & Yr 6 to 
Young Voices, Birmingham 
3rd to 7th February – Well-being 
week 
6th February 3pm – Bob Marley 
National sing along 
11th February – Internet Safety 
Day 
26th & 27th February – Parent 
Consultation Evenings 
4th March – Pancake Day 
Events 
6th March – World Book Day 
10th to 14th March – STEM week 
28th March – Workshare 
afternoon 
3rd April – 1:30 end of term 
4th April - INSET day, staff only 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 

   

 

 
Notices and Reminders 

    Uniform 
There are a number of pupils not wearing the correct, smart uniform to school. Unless there is 
a specific agreement in place with the school, all children should be in the correct uniform. 
Please make sure that jumpers are school jumpers, or plain red jumpers with no logos. These 
can be provided at the front of the school, or are very readily available from all major 
supermarkets.  
 
Newsletter Link 
Please find link below to this term’s Primary Newsletter from the 0-19 Children and Young 
People’s Public Health Service. 
Term 3: Primary School Health Nursing Newsletter January 2025 

 
Attendance letters 
We recently sent out our attendance letters for the period between September and 
December.  We understand that the ‘flu virus that swept the school in November has had a 
negative impact on the attendance of many of our pupils. For parents that have received an 
attendance letter, there are two percentages given. The first is for the period from November 
to December only. The second is for the year to date from September to December 2024.  
If your child’s attendance is below 95% on the second percentage for the period from 
September to December, then you will have received a letter from the school. This percentage 
includes illness, as we have to report on all absence, whether it is authorised illness or not.  
The school has a duty of care to provide these attendance figures and the wording relates to 
the new government statutory guidance for attendance procedures. There is more 
information available on the school website, including the 2024 2025 attendance letter that 
was sent at the start of term in September. Please go to the Attendance Procedures webpage 
for further information.  
 
Drumming Lessons 
We have been trying to source a drumming teacher for Botley School and are currently trying 
to work with Drumbeats Music to facilitate this. In order for lessons to go ahead we would 
need to have at least 1 to 2 hours of lessons booked for it to be financially viable for the music 
instructors to come to Botley.  
Pupils do not need their own drum kit as we have access to a drum kit in school as well as 
some drumsticks for pupils to use in lessons. Pupils from year 2 to year 6 would be eligible to 
request lessons, either as a group lesson or as an individual lesson. Lessons are normally 20 
minutes long. Group lessons are £10 per pupil per week, and individual lessons are £13.50 per 
lesson per week. The fees are normally collected in advance at the start of each term. If you 
are interested in your child signing up for lessons, please complete the expression of interest 
form.   

Drumming Lessons Expression of Interest Form 
 

Bob Marley 80th National Sing Along  
Today in singing assembly, we have been learning a medley of Bob Marley songs ready to join 
in with a Nation Wide Singing event being held on Thursday 6th February at 3pm to mark the 
80th anniversary of his birth. I have uploaded a PowerPoint to the music curriculum page on 
the school website that has links to the free resources from the team at Young Voices who are 
organising the event. If your child would like to practice the songs and the dance moves, they 
can follow the videos in the PowerPoint.  

Bob Marley 80th 

 Term Dates 2024-2025 

Term1 

Thursday 5th Sept 2024 – 

Fri 20th December 2024 

Term 2 

Tuesday 7th Jan 2025 – 

Thurs 3rd April 2025 

Half term holiday: 

17th Feb - 21st Feb 2025 

Term 3 

Tues 22nd April 2025 – 

Tues 22nd July 2025 

Half term holiday: 

26th May-30th May 2025 

INSET DAYS 

Monday 6th January 2025 

Friday 4th April 2025 

Friday 23rd May 2025  
 

 
Contact details 

Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 
01865 248573 

 

E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 
Tel: 01865 519215 

 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/r6fJTXg4wVI1Fk5a?ref=email
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/botley/UploadedDocument/3ce35f8a-1fb3-420e-9411-ee67e39da91a/2024-2025-attendance-and-health-letter-september.pdf
https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/attendance-procedures/
https://drumbeatsmusic.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jcjIdZKbfkqos79MZTJ7MWRk4ExFId5OhAOs3thICNJURTFBVDhNVzNONE9WR1pKOVRWNUJCVjVITy4u
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2F6f0db24c-39e7-4fcb-b623-a79077e0c8da%2Fbob-marley-medley-resources.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk


   
 

   

 

                    

 

 



   
 

   

 

 



   
 

   

 

 

Elite Camps: Half term is only 4 weeks away and they are running a 10% discount code to help parents with 
costs, the code does expire on the 5th February. ( NY10 ) Please see timetable above. 
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