Botley School

Newsletter 24th January 2025

This week our Year 5 pupils have been having a fabulous time with the Primary
Playmaker project. They have been working on their scripts for plays on the theme of
journeys. They have been trying out ideas in drama sessions and learning what they
need to write a script. On their final day today, they were performing their plays to
each other on the stage in the hall. The Primary Playmaker team will chose one of the
scripts to be performed by real actors on stage at the Oxford Playhouse later in the
spring. We will of course be taking year 5 pupils to the theatre to find out which play
has been chosen and to enjoy plays written by children from across Oxfordshire.

In both our DEI week last week and this week in school, pupils have been learning
about Chinese New Year. Last week, KS2 pupils enjoyed a talk from Mr Kwok about
the customs and traditions that surround the Lunar New Year. In Early Years today,
the children were using puppets and acting out the story of the Great Race. They
particularly liked the story of the rat and the cat. If you have a child in the reception
class, | am sure they will explain it to you! For everyone celebrating the Lunar New
Year next week, | hope you have a wonderful time.

Have a great weekend

Mrs Reid
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Upcoming Events

30t January - Yr 5 & Yr 6 to
Young Voices, Birmingham

3rd to 7t February — Well-being
week

6 February 3pm — Bob Marley
National sing along

11" February — Internet Safety
Day

26t & 27™ February — Parent
Consultation Evenings

4th March — Pancake Day
Events

6 March — World Book Day
10* to 14 March — STEM week
28t March — Workshare
afternoon

3rd April — 1:30 end of ferm

4t April - INSET day, staff only




Notices and Reminders
Uniform
There are a number of pupils not wearing the correct, smart uniform to school. Unless there is
a specific agreement in place with the school, all children should be in the correct uniform.
Please make sure that jumpers are school jumpers, or plain red jumpers with no logos. These
can be provided at the front of the school, or are very readily available from all major
supermarkets.

Newsletter Link
Please find link below to this term’s Primary Newsletter from the 0-19 Children and Young
People’s Public Health Service.

Term 3: Primary School Health Nursing Newsletter January 2025

Attendance letters

We recently sent out our attendance letters for the period between September and
December. We understand that the ‘flu virus that swept the school in November has had a
negative impact on the attendance of many of our pupils. For parents that have received an
attendance letter, there are two percentages given. The first is for the period from November
to December only. The second is for the year to date from September to December 2024.

If your child’s attendance is below 95% on the second percentage for the period from
September to December, then you will have received a letter from the school. This percentage
includes illness, as we have to report on all absence, whether it is authorised illness or not.
The school has a duty of care to provide these attendance figures and the wording relates to
the new government statutory guidance for attendance procedures. There is more
information available on the school website, including the 2024 2025 attendance letter that
was sent at the start of term in September. Please go to the Attendance Procedures webpage
for further information.

Drumming Lessons
We have been trying to source a drumming teacher for Botley School and are currently trying
to work with Drumbeats Music to facilitate this. In order for lessons to go ahead we would
need to have at least 1 to 2 hours of lessons booked for it to be financially viable for the music
instructors to come to Botley.
Pupils do not need their own drum kit as we have access to a drum kit in school as well as
some drumsticks for pupils to use in lessons. Pupils from year 2 to year 6 would be eligible to
request lessons, either as a group lesson or as an individual lesson. Lessons are normally 20
minutes long. Group lessons are £10 per pupil per week, and individual lessons are £13.50 per
lesson per week. The fees are normally collected in advance at the start of each term. If you
are interested in your child signing up for lessons, please complete the expression of interest
form.

Drumming Lessons Expression of Interest Form

Bob Marley 80t National Sing Along

Today in singing assembly, we have been learning a medley of Bob Marley songs ready to join
in with a Nation Wide Singing event being held on Thursday 6th February at 3pm to mark the
80th anniversary of his birth. | have uploaded a PowerPoint to the music curriculum page on
the school website that has links to the free resources from the team at Young Voices who are
organising the event. If your child would like to practice the songs and the dance moves, they
can follow the videos in the PowerPoint.

Bob Marley 80th

Term Dates 2024-2025

Term1
Thursday 5th Sept 2024 -
Fri 20th December 2024
Term 2
Tuesday 7th Jan 2025 -
Thurs 3rd April 2025
Half term holiday:
17th Feb - 21st Feb 2025
Term 3
Tues 22nd April 2025 —
Tues 22nd July 2025
Half term holiday:
26th May-30th May 2025
INSET DAYS
Monday é6th January 2025
Friday 4th April 2025
Friday 23rd May 2025
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Botley

Contact details
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
01865 248573

o
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TRUST

E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk
Tel: 01865 519215



https://sway.cloud.microsoft/r6fJTXg4wVI1Fk5a?ref=email
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/botley/UploadedDocument/3ce35f8a-1fb3-420e-9411-ee67e39da91a/2024-2025-attendance-and-health-letter-september.pdf
https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/attendance-procedures/
https://drumbeatsmusic.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jcjIdZKbfkqos79MZTJ7MWRk4ExFId5OhAOs3thICNJURTFBVDhNVzNONE9WR1pKOVRWNUJCVjVITy4u
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2F6f0db24c-39e7-4fcb-b623-a79077e0c8da%2Fbob-marley-medley-resources.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk

CYBER PROTECT WEBINARS
@@ o & RoOCU

Ina Iligital Dilemma:
Keeping Children

Saie Online e e o
January 23rd, 28th, 30th ERTICKETS ONLINE: &
February 3rd, 6th, 10th, 12th, 13th |Esentbrite: Police - So yhar

FREE WEBINAR FOR PARENTS & CARERS

run by Police Cyber Protect teams
Hints and tips to secure your family

online, covering cyber risks and scams in:

gaming &) Social Media §J Email
T0 BOOK YOUR SPAGE:

Click here, scan the QR code

or search online for “eventbrite police southeast cyber

DON'T LET IT BE Hld=
LEUEL tt + YOUR ONLINE SECURITY




NHS
PARENTgE
WEBINAR

Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Service

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SESSIONS FOR
PARENTS AND CARERS

SUBJECTS INCLUDE

TEEN ANXIETY

SELF HARM

LOW MOOD

HOW TO TALK TO YOUR
DISTRESSED CHILD
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ELITE CAMPS BOTLEY

BOTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL, 0X2 8JZ

OVER8's
GITD DODGEBALL

Basketball, Kwik Cricket, Benchball,
Athletics, Netball

NERF WARS

Football,

BUBBLE FOOTBALL
Foot |_13|| Dc : Ke
Hoc

SOFT ARCHERY
Netball, Rounders
Dodgeball, Danis

SLIME MAKING

Benchball, Football, Dance,
Handball, Gymnastics

BOOK NOW

UNDER 8's

GITD DODGEBALL
Basketball, Kwi
Athletics, Netball

PARACHUTE GAMES
Ta g Ru gb Y. Ho

G Y

BUBBLE FUDTBALL

SLIME MAKING

Benchball, Football, Dance,
Handball, Gymnastics

icket, Benchball,

ga, Football,

ELITE CAMPS

ARTS & CRAFTS
PAPER HEART
VALENTINES CRAFTS

PAPER FLOWER
BOUQUET

PAPER HEART
WREATHS

PIXEL ART

HEART OWL CRAFTS

O 01235415846 @ eliteyouthsports.co.uk

Elite Camps: Half term is only 4 weeks away and they are running a 10% discount code to help parents with
costs, the code does expire on the 5th February. ( NY10 ) Please see timetable above.



Street Dance

Theatre Course
17 = 19 February

9am - 12pm

Enjoy lsaming some authentic strest dance
movaa, find your groove and explars funky
freastyls around Hip Hop, Locking, Houss
and Braaking atylas bafore combining thiz
social, soulful dance style with physical
storytalling to bring modern, upbeat acenasz
to the staga! Great music and good vibea

guarantasd,

Tickets £60

Wall

The North
Arts Centre

Ages T-11 THEATII,E

Belongings
21 - 22 February
1lam & 2pm

Clao arives into a new home, unaure of
what the future holdz. She meeta the playful
Bertia, who brings her out of her shsll, and
Laila, who sha has more in common with
than zshe firat thowght.

] Togsthar they unite to dizscover a place
callsd homa. the value of play, and lsam
how to own their own storiea.

Tickets £10 (£8 child)

Full bursaries aailahle
Email Abie on waltona@thenorthwall.com to apply

RATTLE
X ROLL

PERFORMANCE

February Holiday Clubs
St Nicholas’ Primary School, Oxford

These clubs are open to children aged 3-11
Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February

Activities include dodgeball, dance, drama, yoga, multi skills,
ball games, art and crafts, team and confidence building
activities and much more.

Cost: £35 per day
All childcare vouchers accepted

Timings: 8am-5pm

To find out more or to book visit
www.rattleandrollperformance.com
or call 07722 014301



OXFORD

\ r FREE FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY! B&QQ§TES

MOST SUITABLE FOR 5-16 YRS

Sheled

ot " BEYOND

A I ko return to work
re you looking g Saturday 1 March 2025
to retu rn to :lfg:::]:jl;ﬂag;i:i?::ﬂ autism-friendly early opening
STE M? Fun activities, hands-on workshops, experiments, talks, shows, competitions and cafe
STEM Returners . #

e s

-

opportunities with

JSTEM i
RETURNERS UK Atomic

Have you taken a career break of any Energy
length from STEM and wish to return? Authorlty

Are you working below your capability?
Location:

Do you have a STEM qualification that Culham, Oxford, Hybrid

you aren't using?

@obuengagement #BrookesBazaar25
@0xfordBrookesPublicEngagementResearch

@oburesearchpublicengagement

Oxford Brool iversity, Clerici Building, Headington Campus,

HIORG;:N y Lane, Headington, OX3 0BP
@ SINDALL

CONSTRUCTION NO PARKIMNG ON SITE EXCEPT FOR ACCESS NEEDS



crese §” Theatre & Creativity Workshops
<£% where imagination can run wild!

Our wknhops inspire children and young people to reimagine classic stories whilst
building con fidence, theatrical skills and creativity.

Term time weekly classes & school holiday workshops in Oxford.

We were so impressed with the group’s complete . s
o ) o Pu.“, D rial. Fun, energetic, wonderful!
Dirama Club Pavent Drama Club Mewber

Holiday Workshops at St Andrew's Church, OX2
February Half-Term - Make a Play in a Day, Giggle Clut, Make A Film In A Day, Introduction to
Stand-up Comedy, Introduction to Shakespeare, fnlk tales and Stories and Immersive Theatre
Masterclass,
Easter Holidays - Make a Play in a Week, Giggle Club, Introduction to Shakespeare, Make a Musical
in a Day, Introduction to stop-motion animation and a Directing Masterclass.
Weekly Drama Classes 2025 Ages 57
Each term our drama club members Sat | 1pm - 2pm | St Peter's Church, 0X2
choose a Shakespeare or classic text and Ages8-10
e e v il how 55 4pm —Spm | Peter's Church, OX2 or
Tor ﬁimendma and faraily, ‘Ot clasees Wed | 4:30pm - 5:30pm | Headington Baptist Church, 0X3
provide the perfect environment for Ages 11-13 b
children to improve their stagecraft Sat | Mlarm — 1pm | St Peter’s Church, OX2 or
skills, build confidence, make friends, Wed | 5:30pm - 6:30pm | Headington Baptist Church, OX3
and, of course, have fun! To sign up for Ynungl:mm{l:lgﬂ 14-19)

a free taster session email B )
i e ot b caicok: Sat | 2pm — 4pan | 5t Peter’s Church, 0X2

rYour childy ¥
Imagination ]n{

DRAMA CLUB

Enrol now
‘l creationtheatre.co.uk

¥
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