
   
 

   

 

Botley School 
 

Newsletter 31st January 2024 

This week we have been continuing our focus on the Lunar New Year in our 
Ladybirds class. The pupils have learnt that during Chinese New Year celebrations, 
people give red envelopes containing money as gifts. They decided to write a letter 
to a friend, put it in a red envelope with money (a chocolate coin!) and post it! The 
children excitedly chose a friend to write to and spoke about all the wonderful 
things they enjoy doing with their friend. They then visited the 'post office' to buy a 
stamp to put on their envelope and then put them in the post box. The children are 
now excitedly waiting for their letter to arrive at home! 
On Wednesday, the Ladybirds had a special visitor to our class, one of our 
Grandparents who told us about China and how she celebrated. We learnt how to 
say some words and watched a few clips of lion dancing. The children loved sharing 
their learning from the class and were eager to practise the Chinese writing we had 
learnt.  

           

At the other end of the school, our year 5 and 6 pupils had an amazing time at the 
Young Voices Concert yesterday. They joined a mass children’s choir of over 5000 
children in the BP Pulse Arena in Birmingham. The selections of songs included a 
dance medley, a pop medley and songs from hairspray. The guest singers and 
performers included Tommy Blaize, who some parent might recognise as the lead 
singer in Dave Arch’s Strictly Come Dancing Band, as well as the children’s favourite 
MC Grammar. There were awe-inspiring dance performances from the Urban 
Strides dance group and a chance to join the ‘rave’ for parents and children alike 
that got the arena jumping.  The children were fantastic ambassadors for the 
school and threw themselves into the performance. It was a long night with some 
extremely tired children (and staff) in school today, but totally worth it for such a 
fabulous experience. Thank you to all the staff who supported the event, either by 
attending, or in helping with the administration of the tickets and contact forms.  

                 
The finale of the concert was a Bob Marley Medley, which we will also be singing as 
part of the Young Voices Worldwide Bob Marley Sing Along on Thursday 3rd 
February. This is to mark what would have been his 80th birthday. The school will 
be joining the event via live link at 3pm. This might mean that children are slightly 
late out at the end of the day, but we will get everything ready for home time in 
advance so we can try to release the children as soon as possible.  Please look out 
for more details next week.  
 
Have a great weekend 
Jo Reid 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
3rd to 7th February – Well-being 
week 
6th February 3pm – Bob Marley 
National sing along 
11th February – Internet Safety 
Day 
26th & 27th February – Parent 
Consultation Evenings 
4th March – Pancake Day 
Events 
6th March – World Book Day 
10th to 14th March – STEM week 
28th March – Workshare 
afternoon 
3rd April – 1:30 end of term 
4th April - INSET day, staff only 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 

   

 

 
Notices and Reminders 

     
Newsletter Link 
Please find link below to this term’s Primary Newsletter from the 0-19 Children and Young 
People’s Public Health Service. 
Term 3: Primary School Health Nursing Newsletter January 2025 

 
 
Drumming Lessons 
We have been trying to source a drumming teacher for Botley School and are currently trying 
to work with Drumbeats Music to facilitate this. In order for lessons to go ahead we would 
need to have at least 1 to 2 hours of lessons booked for it to be financially viable for the music 
instructors to come to Botley.  
Pupils do not need their own drum kit as we have access to a drum kit in school as well as 
some drumsticks for pupils to use in lessons. Pupils from year 2 to year 6 would be eligible to 
request lessons, either as a group lesson or as an individual lesson. Lessons are normally 20 
minutes long. Group lessons are £10 per pupil per week, and individual lessons are £13.50 per 
lesson per week. The fees are normally collected in advance at the start of each term. If you 
are interested in your child signing up for lessons, please complete the expression of interest 
form.   

Drumming Lessons Expression of Interest Form 
 

Bob Marley 80th National Sing Along  
As mentioned in the main part of the newsletter, we have been learning a medley of Bob 
Marley songs ready to join in with a Nation Wide Singing event being held on Thursday 6th 
February at 3pm to mark the 80th anniversary of his birth. I have uploaded a PowerPoint to the 
music curriculum page on the school website that has links to the free resources from the 
team at Young Voices who are organising the event. If your child would like to practice the 
songs and the dance moves, they can follow the videos in the PowerPoint.  

Bob Marley 80th 
 

 
 

Tickets are £8. If families don't already have an existing MAS Parent Pay account 
they can email the school office (office@maschool.org.uk) to arrange tickets. 

 

 Term Dates 2024-2025 

Term1 

Thursday 5th Sept 2024 – 

Fri 20th December 2024 

Term 2 

Tuesday 7th Jan 2025 – 

Thurs 3rd April 2025 

Half term holiday: 

17th Feb - 21st Feb 2025 

Term 3 

Tues 22nd April 2025 – 

Tues 22nd July 2025 

Half term holiday: 

26th May-30th May 2025 

INSET DAYS 

Monday 6th January 2025 

Friday 4th April 2025 

Friday 23rd May 2025  
 

 
Contact details 

Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 
01865 248573 

 

E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 
Tel: 01865 519215 

 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/r6fJTXg4wVI1Fk5a?ref=email
https://drumbeatsmusic.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jcjIdZKbfkqos79MZTJ7MWRk4ExFId5OhAOs3thICNJURTFBVDhNVzNONE9WR1pKOVRWNUJCVjVITy4u
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2F6f0db24c-39e7-4fcb-b623-a79077e0c8da%2Fbob-marley-medley-resources.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:office@maschool.org.uk
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk


   
 

   

 

                    

                      

 

 

Elite Camps: Half term is only 2 weeks away and they are running a 10% discount code to help parents with 
costs, the code does expire on the 5th February. ( NY10 ) Please see timetable above. 
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