
   
 

   

 

Botley School 
 

Newsletter 28th February 
Welcome back after the half term. I hope you all had a relaxing break. We got straight back 
to business this week with lots of excellent learning taking place across the school.  

Year 6 had a special session with IMPS learning about first aid and keeping safe. Botley 
School have long been advocates of the IMPS programme (Injury Minimisation Programme 
for Schools) as we are firm believers of our young people being empowered young to take 
personal responsibility (where appropriate) for their own risk management and equip them 
with the skills to cope in an emergency situation. During the visit, the pupils learnt about the 
skills and strategies needed for dealing with an unconscious person. The children were 
guided through the dangers involved in dealing with an emergency situation along with 
being involved in a demonstration of dealing with an unconscious person how best to put 
someone into the recovery position. The trainers were brilliant as always and they were 
pleased to see how eager the children were to know more about safety and first aid.  The 
children were taught how to initiate Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation be aware of an 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED).  There certainly was no shortage of Y6 volunteers 
happy to be saved! You can find out more about the session by visiting the IMPS website, 
which gives you lots of facts and information on why this is such a great learning experience 
for our young people and one that could potentially help them save someone’s life! 
https://www.impsweb.co.uk/what-we-do/ 

This term has many other opportunities for enriching our curriculum. Next week in addition 
to most of the school completing their DT project work. we have both the annual Shrove 
Tuesday/Pancake Day races on Tuesday and the World Book Day extravaganza on Thursday 
Information on both these events has been sent through MCAS this week. We also have our 
STEM week coming up the week after so keep your eyes peeled for further information. 
Further dates for the summer term events have been added to the side of the newsletter.  

FOBS are also in the process of organising the school disco so watch this space!  
     

Have a great weekend 
Mrs Reid 
 

Free Breakfast Club from April! 
 

Exciting news! We are going to be offering a free breakfast club from 8am to all children from 
22 April onwards. As you might have heard, the government is running a pilot scheme before 
rolling out free breakfast clubs to all primary schools in England. We successfully applied to 
participate in the pilot scheme. We will still open from 7:30am for the families who need this.   
We will be working hard this term to make sure everything is in place for 22 April, including a 
parent survey next week. There’s some more information here if you want to know more 
-  First schools confirmed for landmark free breakfast clubs - GOV.UK Please 
email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk if you have any questions.  
 

Notices and Reminders 
KS2 Choir Club  
KS2 choir club has started again on Wednesday lunchtimes. We will be working towards two 
performances in the summer term, Festival of Voices in Dorchester Abbey and the Botley 
Community Concert here at the school. If your child wishes to be part of the choir for these 
events, please complete the KS2 Choir Club Form so Mrs Reid can add them to the register.  
 
 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
4th March – Pancake Day 
Events 
6th March – World Book Day 
10th to 14th March – STEM week 
28th March – Workshare 
afternoon 
3rd April – 1:30 end of term 
4th April - INSET day, staff only 

Easter Break 
22nd April – Start of Summer 
term 
23rd April – Living in England 
Day 
25th April – Yr 4 Trip to Hill End 
1st May – Assessment period 
for KS1 begins 
1st May – Farmer Gows Mobile 
Farm Visiting EYFS 
5th May – Bank Holiday 
12th May – SATs Assessment 
week for Year 6 
19th May – Assessment week 
for rest of school 
22nd May – May Celebration 
22nd May – Workshare 
23rd May – INSET Day Staff only 
2nd June –Year 4 Multiplication 
check week 
9th June – KS1 Phonics check 
week 
2nd July – MAS transition 
morning for year 6 pupils 
3rd July – Year 3 Acer Trust 
performance at the 
Sheldonian 
4th July – Sports Day Morning 
9th July – Year 6 performance 
9th to 10th July – Year 4 
residential at Hill End 
16th July – Transition morning 
16th July – Botley Community 
concert 
18th July – Year 6 Leaver’s 
Disco 
21st July – Botley’s Got Talent 
22nd July – End of term 1:30 
 
 
 
 

https://www.impsweb.co.uk/what-we-do/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-schools-confirmed-for-landmark-free-breakfast-clubs
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jcjIdZKbfkqos79MZTJ7MWRk4ExFId5OhAOs3thICNJUMVFKRERDUDEyRzY0OVA3M0hFWTBYM0ZXVi4u


   
 

   

 

Ramadan 2025 
Ramadan begins next week and is an incredibly important time for many in our community. A 
MCAS message was sent to parents with the Ramadan Fasting Policy and letter attached at the 
start of the week.  A prayer space is available to all staff and pupils who wish to pray at 
lunchtime. If your child will be fasting this year, please read the letter and policy before 
completing the Fasting Notification Form. This can be found in the appendix to the policy, or can 
be completed online using the link below.  There will also be paper copies available in the office.  

Ramadan Fasting Notification Form 2025 
Pancake Day 
Pancake Day is next Tuesday 4th of March, a traditional that Botley School has long 
celebrated. All children are encouraged to participate in a fun day of races and pancake design. 
However, we are fully aware that this is also the time of Ramadan. If your child is fasting and 
would like to join in with the pancake decorating, they may take their pancake home to eat at 
Iftar time then please let the class teacher know before the day. 
 
World book Day 
We will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 6th March with a day of book-themed 
events in school. We will also be sending home the £1 World Book Day vouchers, which can be 
used to buy a £1 special World Book Day book or to discount any book by £1. 
Dressing Up: 
The children are invited to come to school in costume as a favourite book character. The idea 
of World Book Day is to celebrate enjoyment of reading, and we do not want anyone to feel 
under pressure to create an elaborate costume. Some costumes require little or no 
preparation. Lots of ideas can be found here:  
https://www.worldbookday.com/resource/dressing-up-ideas-for-parents/ 

 
 

Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
 

 
To apply for free school meals and pupil premium, please download the application form using 
the link below.  

Free School Meals application form 
 

 

 Term Dates 2024-2025 

Term1 

Thursday 5th Sept 2024 – 

Fri 20th December 2024 

Term 2 

Tuesday 7th Jan 2025 – 

Thurs 3rd April 2025 

Half term holiday: 

17th Feb - 21st Feb 2025 

Term 3 

Tues 22nd April 2025 – 

Tues 22nd July 2025 

Half term holiday: 

26th May-30th May 2025 

INSET DAYS 

Monday 6th January 2025 

Friday 4th April 2025 

Friday 23rd May 2025  
 

 
Contact details 

Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 
01865 248573 

 

E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 
Tel: 01865 519215 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/9V8THP72Jj
https://www.worldbookday.com/resource/dressing-up-ideas-for-parents/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk


   
 

   

 

                                             

         

 

 



   
 

   

 

                              

                                

 



   
 

   

 

      



   
 

   

 

   

 



   
 

   

 

 
The next monthly Forest Foxes Nature Social will be held on 15 March from 2-4:30 at Hill End Outdoor 
Centre OX2 9NJ. Ten to twelve year-olds are welcome to join for adventure and friendship in the woods, 
around the fire.  Admission cost- free. 
  
Facilitator and volunteers are wilderness/Forest School trained and DBSed. 
  
To book contact JuliaD@quaker.org.uk by Monday 10 March. 
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