
   
 

   

 

Botley School 
 

Newsletter 7th March 2025 
There was lot’s to celebrate this week with both our annual Pancake events and World Book 
Day as well as the sunshine arriving for the start of Spring!  For Pancake Day, the children ran 
races in the playground, tossing their pancakes as they went. The Nursery Children had their 
own Pancake Races and everyone enjoyed decorating their pancakes with healthy fruit 
options and eating the pancakes afterwards. Some of the winning designs are below, 
alongside a picture of our KS1 and KS2 Race winners.   

          

For World Book day, our pupils dressed up in costumes for their favourite books. We had 
‘Show and Tell’ sessions to share their favourite books and pupils wrote book reviews to 
persuade their friends to read their books. We also set up the hall as a library at lunchtime, 
with beanbags, cushions and mats, so pupils could come in and enjoy sharing books together 
over their lunch break.  
Year 6 were excited to have one of their parents visit the class this week. Lucy came in to teach 
us about her home country of Bulgaria and some of their spring traditions. The children had 
great fun making spring good luck bracelets with their friends and learning a traditional dance. 
Thank you Lucy. If any other parent would like to share anything about their heritage, religion 
or career please do contact the school – we would love to hear from you! 

Enjoy the sunshine!  

Mrs Reid 
 

Free Breakfast Club from April! 
 

Please fill in this survey to help us plan for our new breakfast club: 
https://forms.office.com/e/Dq2bsMwTHW 
Thank you to those who have already done it. We need lots more responses so we can start to 
plan in detail next week!  
In case you missed the announcement, we are going to be offering a free breakfast club from 
8am to all children from 22 April onwards. This is part of a government pilot scheme. We will 
still open from 7:30am for the families who need this.  
Please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk if you have any questions.  
 

Notices and Reminders 
Are you free on 15 March? 
If anyone is free on Saturday 15 March in the morning, we really need some help getting 
shingle into the Quad in the middle of the school. We have a pallet truck and lots of bulk 
bags of shingle, but we need some hardy volunteers who can help brush/rake it across the 
Quad. Please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk if you can help between 10am and 
12:30. Even an hour will help! Thank you.  
 
KS2 Choir Club  
KS2 choir club has started again on Wednesday lunchtimes. We will be working towards two 
performances in the summer term, Festival of Voices in Dorchester Abbey and the Botley 
Community Concert here at the school. If your child wishes to be part of the choir for these 
events, please complete the KS2 Choir Club Form so Mrs Reid can add them to the register.  
 
 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
10th to 14th March – STEM week 
28th March – Workshare 
afternoon 
3rd April – 1:30 end of term 
4th April - INSET day, staff only 

Easter Break 
22nd April – Start of Summer 
term 
23rd April – Living in England 
Day 
25th April – Yr 4 Trip to Hill End 
1st May – Assessment period 
for KS1 begins 
1st May – Farmer Gows Mobile 
Farm Visiting EYFS 
5th May – Bank Holiday 
12th May – SATs Assessment 
week for Year 6 
19th May – Assessment week 
for rest of school 
22nd May – May Celebration 
22nd May – Workshare 
23rd May – INSET Day Staff only 
2nd June –Year 4 Multiplication 
check week 
9th June – KS1 Phonics check 
week 
2nd July – MAS transition 
morning for year 6 pupils 
3rd July – Year 3 Acer Trust 
performance at the 
Sheldonian 
4th July – Sports Day Morning 
9th July – Year 6 performance 
9th to 10th July – Year 4 
residential at Hill End 
16th July – Transition morning 
16th July – Botley Community 
concert 
18th July – Year 6 Leaver’s 
Disco 
21st July – Botley’s Got Talent 
22nd July – End of term 1:30 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/Dq2bsMwTHW
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jcjIdZKbfkqos79MZTJ7MWRk4ExFId5OhAOs3thICNJUMVFKRERDUDEyRzY0OVA3M0hFWTBYM0ZXVi4u


   
 

   

 

Ramadan 2025 
Ramadan begins next week and is an incredibly important time for many in our community. A 
MCAS message was sent to parents with the Ramadan Fasting Policy and letter attached at the 
start of the week.  A prayer space is available to all staff and pupils who wish to pray at 
lunchtime. If your child will be fasting this year, please read the letter and policy before 
completing the Fasting Notification Form. This can be found in the appendix to the policy, or can 
be completed online using the link below.  There will also be paper copies available in the office.  

Ramadan Fasting Notification Form 2025 
 
 

Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
 

 
To apply for free school meals and pupil premium, please download the application form using 
the link below.  

Free School Meals application form 
 

 

 Term Dates 2024-2025 

Term1 

Thursday 5th Sept 2024 – 

Fri 20th December 2024 

Term 2 

Tuesday 7th Jan 2025 – 

Thurs 3rd April 2025 

Half term holiday: 

17th Feb - 21st Feb 2025 

Term 3 

Tues 22nd April 2025 – 

Tues 22nd July 2025 

Half term holiday: 

26th May-30th May 2025 

INSET DAYS 

Monday 6th January 2025 

Friday 4th April 2025 

Friday 23rd May 2025  
 

 
Contact details 

Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 
01865 248573 

 

E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 
Tel: 01865 519215 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/9V8THP72Jj
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk


   
 

   

 

                                             

        

 



   
 

   

 

 

 

FOREST TOTS AT HILL END  

Come and join us at Forest Tots for child led free play in the beautiful ancient woodland of Wytham 
Woods. Activities vary by season and include bug hunting, nature crafts, stories, mud kitchen, 
simple tool use, hammocks and campfire cooking. 

Tuesday & Thursday mornings, term time 

https://foresttots.wordpress.com 

 

                     

                                            



   
 

   

 

                                

                                

The next monthly Forest Foxes Nature Social will be held on 15 March from 2-4:30 at Hill End Outdoor 
Centre OX2 9NJ. Ten to twelve year-olds are welcome to join for adventure and friendship in the woods, 
around the fire.  Admission cost- free. 
  
Facilitator and volunteers are wilderness/Forest School trained and DBSed. 
  
To book contact JuliaD@quaker.org.uk by Monday 10 March. 
 
 
 
 

                                   
 

mailto:JuliaD@quaker.org.uk


   
 

   

 

 
 
 
 



   
 

   

 

                               

                                        



   
 

   

 

             

Music taster lessons! Matrix Arts Centre is offering families an opportunity to experience their music 
courses on Sunday 23 March. Parents of 2 and 3 year olds attend an information session; 4 – 7 year 
olds have a taster lesson. For more details and to book, please visit 
https://www.matrixartscentre.org.uk/yamaha-music-school 
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