
   
 

   

 

Botley School 
 

Newsletter 21st March 2025 
Well – what a week! We seemed to take over TV yesterday as pupils from Cherry and Lilac 
class were featured in news reports on both Meridian News and BBC south Today. Lilac class 
were filmed at the Playhouse Theatre for the showcase of a selection of plays written by 
primary pupils from across the region, with one play being chosen from each school. The 
photos show the performers acting out a play about a T-Rex being victimised by a unicorn and 
a frog because of its short arms and our winning playwrights! Use this link to view the Meridian 
News report.  

   

Over on the BBC, we were incredibly proud to be featured as an example of excellent 
practice within our SEND Enhanced Pathway. The BBC crew arrived on Monday and spent 
the morning filming in both Cherry class, Lilac class and around the school, including 
interviews with a parent and myself. Unfortunately, there was a technical issue that meant 
that all the filming had to be reshot, so the crew came back again on Wednesday morning. 
The pupils and staff were amazingly accommodating with the disruption and I think the 
report shows just how brilliant our pupils, our staff and our provision is. Thank you to Ruth 
and to the school team for all their efforts. Use this link to watch the South Today footage.  
There is also an article on the BBC website which you can find using this link. Enhanced 
pathways 'the way forward' for Oxfordshire SEND services - BBC News 

We have ended the week with a fabulous School Disco organised by our amazing FOBS crew. 
The children have been excited about it all day and, as I write, the pupils are having an 
amazing time with great music from our fabulous DJ and parent, Mr Christou. Thank you 
everyone who has volunteered to help with this event.  

          

Have a lovely weekend everyone! 

Mrs Reid 

 
Community notice 
It has been brought to our attention that there is a person who has been seen to approach 
older primary and secondary age children in the Elms Road Parade area and asking them for 
money. If your child walks to school or to the parade independently, please talk to them 
about stranger danger, keeping themselves safe, and advise them to speak to a safe adult if 
they are approached in this way.  

 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
28th March – Workshare 
afternoon 
3rd April – 1:30 end of term 
4th April - INSET day, staff only 

Easter Break 
22nd April – Start of Summer 
term 
23rd April – Living in England 
Day 
25th April – Yr 4 Trip to Hill End 
1st May – Assessment period 
for KS1 begins 
1st May – Farmer Gows Mobile 
Farm Visiting EYFS 
5th May – Bank Holiday 
12th May – SATs Assessment 
week for Year 6 
19th May – Assessment week 
for rest of school 
22nd May – May Celebration 
22nd May – Workshare 
23rd May – INSET Day Staff only 
2nd June –Year 4 Multiplication 
check week 
9th June – KS1 Phonics check 
week 
2nd July – MAS transition 
morning for year 6 pupils 
3rd July – Year 3 Acer Trust 
performance at the 
Sheldonian 
4th July – Sports Day Morning 
9th July – Year 6 performance 
9th to 10th July – Year 4 
residential at Hill End 
16th July – Transition morning 
16th July – Botley Community 
concert 
18th July – Year 6 Leaver’s 
Disco 
21st July – Botley’s Got Talent 
22nd July – End of term 1:30 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://9312569-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/head_2569_botley_oxon_sch_uk/EUvfCiXEEZBJtmmxg74c7z4B35ddJn1twIJlaCrp3HI0eg?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJPbmVEcml2ZUZvckJ1c2luZXNzIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXciLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJNeUZpbGVzTGlua0NvcHkifX0&e=yZsQmX
https://9312569-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/head_2569_botley_oxon_sch_uk/EUvfCiXEEZBJtmmxg74c7z4B35ddJn1twIJlaCrp3HI0eg?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJPbmVEcml2ZUZvckJ1c2luZXNzIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXciLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJNeUZpbGVzTGlua0NvcHkifX0&e=yZsQmX
https://9312569-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/head_2569_botley_oxon_sch_uk/EdMqrBAJ-7dDnQx3xtBdUeUBfok_nik_AX2gP5CjbcJKxw?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJPbmVEcml2ZUZvckJ1c2luZXNzIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXciLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJNeUZpbGVzTGlua0NvcHkifX0&e=aWXqi2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cr4276xzdero
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cr4276xzdero


   
 

   

 

Free Breakfast Club from 22 April! 
 

We’re busy planning for this. Have a think about which days it would be helpful for you to drop 
off early. Or come every day! Please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk if you have any 
questions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notices and Reminders 
 
Can you help us shift more shingle? 
A huge thank you goes to the five volunteers who helped us shift shingle into the Quad last 
Saturday. We’re planning to do more next Saturday, 29 March. Please join us from 10am if you 
can! Email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk beforehand or call 07896 988077 on the day.  

 
Workshare 
Next Friday we will be holding our Spring Term Work share afternoon. Parents are warmly 
invited to collect their children from their classrooms at the end of the day, and take some 
time to look at the work in their books and on display. This is a great chance to celebrate the 
progress and learning that has taken place this term. Workshare will be from 3:15 until 
4:00pm.  
 
Eid 
We are aware that Eid will fall in the early part of the last week of term. We will authorise one 
day of religious observance absence for Muslim pupils, but please remember to complete an 
absence request form and return it to the school office.  
 
Job opportunity in our office 
Very sadly Sam O’Leary from the front office is leaving at the end of May. So we are 
advertising for a new person to work in the office on Mondays and Tuesdays. Please see 
Receptionist/Office Administrator at Botley School, Oxford, Oxfordshire | MyNewTerm if you 
are interested, and please forward to anyone you know who might like to apply for this role.  
 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for free school meals and pupil premium, please download the application form using 
the link below.  

Free School Meals application form 
 

 

 Term Dates 2024-2025 

Term1 

Thursday 5th Sept 2024 – 

Fri 20th December 2024 

Term 2 

Tuesday 7th Jan 2025 – 

Thurs 3rd April 2025 

Half term holiday: 

17th Feb - 21st Feb 2025 

Term 3 

Tues 22nd April 2025 – 

Tues 22nd July 2025 

Half term holiday: 

26th May-30th May 2025 

INSET DAYS 

Monday 6th January 2025 

Friday 4th April 2025 

Friday 23rd May 2025  
 

 
Contact details 

Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 
01865 248573 

 

E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 
Tel: 01865 519215 

 

mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/147759/EDV-2025-BS-83786
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk


   
 

   

 

   

 

                                           

         

 

 

 

 



   
 

   

 

 

 

Music taster lessons! Matrix Arts Centre is offering families an opportunity to experience their music 
courses on Sunday 23 March. Parents of 2 and 3 year olds attend an information session; 4 – 7 year 
olds have a taster lesson. For more details and to book, please visit 
https://www.matrixartscentre.org.uk/yamaha-music-school 

 

FOREST TOTS AT HILL END  

Come and join us at Forest Tots for child led free play in the beautiful ancient woodland of Wytham 
Woods. Activities vary by season and include bug hunting, nature crafts, stories, mud kitchen, 
simple tool use, hammocks and campfire cooking. 

Tuesday & Thursday mornings, term time 

https://foresttots.wordpress.com 

 

 



   
 

   

 

                   

 

 

                  



   
 

   

 

                                            

                                

                                

The next monthly Forest Foxes Nature Social will be held on 15 March from 2-4:30 at Hill End Outdoor 
Centre OX2 9NJ. Ten to twelve year-olds are welcome to join for adventure and friendship in the woods, 
around the fire.  Admission cost- free. 
  
Facilitator and volunteers are wilderness/Forest School trained and DBSed. 
  
To book contact JuliaD@quaker.org.uk by Monday 10 March. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:JuliaD@quaker.org.uk
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