Botley School

Newsletter 23rd May

It seems impossible that we have already reached the half term point and there is only one
short term left before the summer break! Time really does fly when you are having fun —and
talking of fun...

Yesterday we held our traditional May Celebration, which was absolutely wonderful. The
weather was perfect — not too hot, not too cold - and the pupils produced a fantastic
showcase of traditional and modern dancing. From our youngest class with the Pat-a-cake
Polka to our Year 6 with the most ambitious maypole dance | have ever seen performed in a
primary school. Every child was included, and at the end so were the wider community as
we finished with the whole playground invited to join in the ‘Jerusalema’ Dance. This was
introduced to the May celebration four years ago, and has become a firm favourite that
completes our celebrations every year. | think this year set the record for the number of
parents and audience members joining in!

In other news this week, following a very lengthy and in-depth period of research and
evaluation, the decision has been taken to transition to a new phonics scheme for the
school. This directly links to the development area from our Ofsted Report of July 2024 that
named phonics as one of our areas for improvement. From after half term, we will be
transitioning to ‘Monster Phonics; a scheme initially written to support pupils in
international school where the majority of the school spoke English as an additional
Language. The scheme fits extremely well with the Botley School ethos and the mastery
approach to teaching that underpins the rest of the curriculum. In order to make sure the
transition to the new scheme is smooth and can have an immediate impact, we will need to
complete a day of whole staff training. A letter has therefore been sent home to all parents
regarding an additional INSET day that will take place on Monday 30t June. The decision to
ask the governors and the Acer Trust for permission to set an additional INSET day has not
been taken lightly and we wholeheartedly believe that this is in the best interests of the
pupils in school but we understand that this may cause inconvenience to parents, for which
we apologise.

Finally, the pupils have all been hard at work on the end year assessments. Year 1 and Year 4
will continue these after half term with the statutory phonics and multiplication checks
taking place in June. The pupils have all been working extremely hard and we are so proud of
the calm, resilient way they approach these assessments. Please do give them an extra hug
of congratulations from us all at Botley!

Have a wonderful half term break and see you on the 2" June.

Mrs Reid

Botley

Upcoming Events

2nd June -Year 4 Multiplication
check week

9th June - KS1 Phonics check
week

30t June - Additional INSET
day

2nd July - MAS transition
morning for year é pupils

3rd July = Year 3 Acer Trust
performance at the
Sheldonian Theatre

4t July - Sports Day Morning
9th July - Year 6 performance
9th to 10t July - Year 4
residential at Hill End

16t July - Transition morning
16t July - Botley Community
concert

18th July — Year 6 Leaver’s
Disco

215t July - Botley's Got Talent
22nd July - End of term 1:30




Notices and Reminders
Booking for new free Breakfast Club

The new breakfast club is going well! It’s
certainly not too late to join. We send out a
link to a short booking form each week,
which takes less than a minute to fill in. The

link comes via an MCAS announcement and
NEW FREE

is also on the school website in the ‘Latest

BREAKFAST CLUB News’ section.

8
am every day, completely free

come to our

We want to make it as easy as possible for
you to book so if needed, you can tell
Sam/Sarah in the office what your booking is
for the next week.

Please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk if you have any questions.

Free School Meals and Pupil Premium
To apply for ‘Free School Meals” and pupil premium, please download the application form
using the link below.

Free School Meals application form

Online safety and mobile phones

We have a steady number of issues involving use of mobile phones to send unkind messages
or to get involved in issues that should not be being discussed by pupils of primary age. We are
particularly concerned about pupils having unmonitored access to mobile phones with snap
Chat and WhatsApp messaging apps. The PEGI rating for both these APPs is 13, so should not
be freely available to pupils in our school. Please can | ask that if your child has a mobile phone
with access to these apps, you urgently sit down with them and check the messages that they
have sent, and those they have received. | would also recommend removing these apps from
their phones, or even better, provide a phone for your child that does not have the internet at
all (brick phone) to ensure they are not seeing inappropriate or upsetting messages or social
media posts without your knowledge. You can find specific parent information created by the
NSPCC regarding Snapchat by following this link: Is Snapchat safe for my child? | NSPCC

and information regarding WhatsApp by following this link Is WhatsApp safe for my child? |
NSPCC. Further parent information is available on the school website online safety pages

Mental Health and Wellbeing Parent Survey
We are currently completing an audit of our mental Health and Wellbeing provision at Botley
School. We would love to hear parent’s views as part of this audit process. Please take a few
minutes to complete the parent questionnaire to help us with our audit.

Mental Health and Wellbeing Parent Questionnaire

Mental Health Parent support

Parent/Carer Peer Support Forum g with You™
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Term Dates 2024-2025

Term1
Thursday 5th Sept 2024 -
Fri 20th December 2024
Term 2
Tuesday 7th Jan 2025 -
Thurs 3rd April 2025
Half term holiday:
17th Feb - 21st Feb 2025
Term 3
Tues 22nd April 2025 —
Tues 22nd July 2025
Half term holiday:
26th May-30th May 2025
INSET DAYS
Monday é6th January 2025
Friday 4th April 2025
Friday 23rd May 2025

Monday 30t June 2025

Botley

Contact details
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
01865 248573

s
Acer

TRUST

E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk
Tel: 01865 519215
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
Botley School Community Concert!
Wednesday 16 July 2025
7pm

Are you a musician looking for a chance to perform?

Would you like to join with the Botley School Choir and pupils of Botley School in creating
a magical evening of music?

We would like to invite pupils, staff, governors, parents, Acer Trust staff and Trustees, music teachers
and community members who are instrumentalists/singers to sign up to perform in our community
concert.

The performance can be solo or a group performance.

The music performed can be up to 5 minutes in length so we can include as many community musicians
as possible.

Musicians need to provide their own instruments and equipment for the performance with the exception
of pianists, who can use the school piano.

The concert will conclude with everyone performing together.

Audience tickets will be available to buy later in the summer term, with all proceeds supporting Botley
School. If you would like to participate, please use the form links below.

If you would like to sign up as a soloist, or as part of a group, please use the application link below.

Community Concert Performer Form

Applications will close on Friday 27 June, or when all the performance spaces are taken. We are looking
forward to hearing from all the musicians out there!


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jcjIdZKbfkqos79MZTJ7MWRk4ExFId5OhAOs3thICNJUOUc1QTRCM1QxV0hKSFhBVDIzTEcwUTcwMi4u

Piano lessons

Every week on
mondagi and Tuesdugi

during school hours

7
I

For more information contact Digunu
Mob: 07707216175

Email: divchevcurr@guhnn.cn.uh

Please note Diyana will have spaces for new students from September if any prospective parents
would like to get in contact and reserve their place via the contact details on the above poster,
Thank you.



SKILLS - FUN - GAME PLAY
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Botley Primary School, Eims Road, Botley, Oxfordshire, 0X2 9JZ Tue 27" - Fri 30* May
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ORIENTEERING

ball, Football, Dance, Handball, Gymr

ORIGAMI HOPPING FROG

FRI30TH

BOOK NOW M 01235415846 @ eliteyouthsports.co.uk
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MAY HALF TERM CAMP °

27TH - 30TH MAY 2025
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LIMITED SPACES, BOOK NOW!
E: Infolnextthing.sducation T: 01442 873150

www.nextthing. educatlon




FOREST FOXES

Natur@sSocials

FO# AGES 10-12

HILLAEND

OX2 9NJ

8 FEB~I5 MARCH~3 MAY~I|4 JUNE
2-4:30

CONTACT JULIAD@QUAKER.ORG.UK
TO BOOK

* At Closses for Children &+
+  Teen Art Closses
ROOKR) & el
Art workshops

TRIAL NOW! - Secionn fomy werkshoss

+  Birthday Porties & Events
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SAT I4TH
JUNE 2025

ABINGDON AIRFIILD

CAR PARKS OPEN 7.30AM

PEDESTRIAN GATE OPEN 9.30AM
JOIN US FOR A ‘HIP-HOPPING, TOE-TAPPING’ DAYTIME DISCO FOR

SHOWGROUND OPENS 10AM
ALL OF THE FAMILY

PUBLIC ENTRY & EXIT BY VEHICLE IS ON
BARROW ROAD - OX13 80

'SPRING FAMILY DANCE PARTY

TAXE AJ4 MARCHAM INTERCHANGE
ONTO GOZZARDS FORD [ BARROW MAY FAMILY DANCE PARTY.
ROAD.
whatIwords: drifter.worms developed

SUMMER FAMILY DANCE PARTY

BOOKING INFO:
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HEALTH RESEARCH
SHOWCASE

SHAPING THE FUTURE OF HEALTHCARE
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~

Thursday 29 May, 10am to 3.30pm
Leiden Square, Westgate Centre, Oxford OX1 1TR

Visit our interactive stands to find out about
the latest in healthcare research.

For more information, visit oxfordbrc.nihr.ac.uk and
oxfordhealthbrc.nihr.ac.uk
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Botley Bridges
Family Nurturing

A 4-part positive parenting workshop
to help create calm and happy families*

MONDAY 9TH & 16TH JUNE AND
FTH & 14TH JULY

6.30-8.30PM {w_

Botley School, Elms Road, 0X2 9JZ (parking available)

Join our workshops tailored for parents and caregivers of children aged
0-7.Learn practical strategies to navigate the ups and downs of raising
children, building emotional resilience and raising a. connected family.

Part One Part Two
Understanding children’s behaviour Praise & guidance VS critisism
Listening and communication Child-led play
Praise and encouragement Positive moments

Boundaries and parenting styles
Time to calm down
Dealing with stress and conflict

Choices and consequences
Behaviour toignore
Looking after ourselves

£20 per person for all 4 sessions (concessions available)
To book email coordinator@botleybridges.org

* Family Li se - De
For more info

Emotional Health
Y number 1172139

“The programme has
helped me feel so | — m
much more EMOTIONAL
confident about my HEALTH
parenting.” n ar pamey Linas Bﬂevﬂﬁdgu

Supporting local famillss

" helped me open up

and feel less alone

with the challenges

we've been fdcing das
a family.”

o)

FREE TASTER SESSIONS

Book a
place

==

For any questions, please email
juniors@oxfordrowingclub.org

www.oxfordrowingclub.org.uk/junior-squad



Kellogg’'s Football
Camps are back!

Buy a pack andclaima

free day-

Don't miss out, book a free place now!

In partnership with the EFL, Kellogg's Football Camps will run
from June to September, giving children aged 5-15 the chance to
get active, build confidence, and make memories.

Across the nation, we're bringing football fun to families
throughout the summer holidays.

How to claim your day

1. Buy a prometional pack of Rice Krispies, Corn Flakes or Coco Pops in-store
2. Scan the on-pack QR code or visit www.kelloggsfe.com (smartphone only)

3. Sign your kids up for free

CLAIM YOUR FREE DAY NOW!

EHEFL | 2etlogpr

OFFICIAL PARTNER

Terms & Conditions




Family Maps and Trails Day
Wednesday 28 May 10am - 2pm

A fun day for getting outside and enjoying this special place.
Map games for the youngest children, all the way up to more
challenging orienteering courses..something for everyone, of all ages!
A self-led day for children and their parents/carers to enjoy together.
Bring your awn picnic. Pop up cafe selling hot & cold drinks & cakes.

Sorry, no dogs.

£4 child / £6 adult

(&) @Hill_end_centre [ @Hilendoec [ @Hil_End
Hill End Outdoor Education Centre, OX2 9N/ 01865 863510

D eb f * Story  Drama « Play
u o s www.debutots.co.uk
Imagination takes you everywhere
i . ity = Builds sef-confidence S .
Inferactive Storytelling and Dromatic Play Classes A

o R sZ | PR
OXFORD WESTGATE LIBRARY

Interactive Storytelling and Dramatic Play
10:00 - 10:30

Dates: 8" / 15" / 22™ May

Followed by Stay & Play

ES

TRY A CLASS
FOR FREE

[T

Now showing, CONFIDENCE!

Drama, dance & singing classes
designed to help 4-12 year olds shine
# My s0n hat adored his first term at Perform.
H and F've soen hi g ¥ week,*

Playisa POWERFUL THING

Perform classes help boost children's confidence,
and

skills,
a3 well as being lots of fun.

Our expertly designed drama, dance and singing sessions for
4.75 and 7-12s are run by expenienced teachers, hand-picked
for their warmth and approachability. Theyll be with your child
every step of the way - inspiring and encouraging them to
develop vital ke skills as they discover the joy of performing.

What does Perform offer?

= Prrlormung arti tiased gurmes arad euercae

= Fotus on 8 dillerant socul sl sach wiek

= Senall classes and feadback on your childs progress
~ Specially created scoripts, videcs and spps

— End of term presentation ke famdy and inends.

Ready to try for free?
Wour childly frst chins is free, 80 why not
{ghve £ & goT Classes Lk place o over,

Prarve 8 bonok Gnline o call i

| perform.org.uk/try 020 7255 9120

Digital Skills

2025 Hybrid (onine_otfline)

Designed to help you to improve English Language
with everyday digital skills

Practical classes with interactive instruction to help you
feel comfortable, communicating in English and
integrating into your local community.

To reserve a place, please text or email us your
contact details

‘We operate under GOPR rules and regulations, your information will be stored securely and
in confidence

admin@icn-uk.org or Text 07951 035096

CHARLT 19800



FOREST TOTS AT HILL END

Come and join us at Forest Tots for child led free play in the beautiful ancient woodland of Wytham Woods.
Activities vary by season and include bug hunting, nature crafts, stories, mud kitchen, simple tool use,
hammocks and campfire cooking.

Tuesday & Thursday mornings, term time

https://foresttots.wordpress.com

INTHLE COMMUNITY

REGISTERED CHARITY MO, 25173

FOOTBALL CAMP
MAY HALF TERM

Our football holiday camp are open to boys and girls
aged 5-13, with all abilities welcome!

\!_J OXFORD UNITED

TR RAN) STARTS 8.45AMTO 3.00PM
AVAILABLE! £30 PER £120 FOR
DAY 5DAYS

THE OXFORD ACADEMY, SANDY LANE, OX4 6JZ

INDOOR 3G
DOME & SPORTS

BOOK NOW!

Visit Our Booking platform

www.ouitc.org
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Learning Workshops

at Gosford Hill School
Summer Term 2025

FREE Family

Subject and Date

Food Workshep
Tuesday 20th May
4pm - 5pm

Tasty teamwaork!

Sy,
4 tickets reman ™

English Waorkshop
Thursday 12th June

4pm - Spm

We all have an inner poet!

History Workshop
Tuesday 1st July
4pm - Spm

PE Warkshop
Thursday 10th July
4pm - Spm

Who killed King Hamald? A
o | murder mystery.

Tennis and rounders workshop.

We look forward to seeing you at

one or dll of these FREE workshops.

Scan the QR code today to book your place, or visit:
www.gosford-hill. exen.sch uk/community/bring-a-grown-up \J
Alternatively, you can give us a call on 01865 37497
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