
   
 

   

 

Botley School 
 

Newsletter 6th June 
Welcome back after the half term break. I hope you all had a week of relaxation and fun. 
There was great excitement at Botley this week when a magical pop-up tent from the Oxford 
Playhouse appeared on the field. We have a long established link to the Oxford Playhouse 
Education Department, and so we were delighted to be asked if we would like to be the first 
school to host their travelling workshops and show.  

                           

The show, entitled "The History of Almost Everything," took us on a whirlwind journey through 
time – from the prehistoric times to space travel – all through drama, music, and comedy. 
Following the performance, the children took part in an exciting workshop led by the Oxford 
Playhouse, where they explored themes from the show and had the chance to get involved in 
creative activities linked to the performance. The experience left a big impression on our 
pupils. Roya said, "I liked the show because they spent lots of time making something for our 
school and they didn’t have much time to practise!" Daniel added, "It was the funniest show I 
have ever seen!" and Wilf commented, "I like how there was a song that went with each 
history topic we have learnt about." A huge thank you to the Oxford Playhouse team for 
bringing history to life in such an engaging and memorable way! 

                     

Well done to our Year 4 pupils who completed the statutory Multiplication Check this week. 
We are all extremely proud of how hard they all worked and tried in the tests. Next week 
will be the turn of our year 1 pupils who will be completing the statutory Phonics Check.  

In staffing news, while we were sad to say goodbye to Sam O’Leary in the school office at 
half-term, we are happy to welcome Philippa Hill who will now be at the front desk every 
Monday and Tuesday. Do say ‘hi’ to Philippa if you have not met her yet, and please bear in 
mind she has a lot of systems to get used to over the next few weeks!   

In other staffing news, Miss Fiaz and Mr Evans-Lee are both unable to be in work at the 
moment owing to ill-health. I know you will all be joining us in wishing them both a speedy 
recovery. In the meantime, we are extremely fortunate that Mrs Ruth O’Reilly is covering in 
Poplar class next week and our very own Mrs Monica Lica is a fully qualified Forest School 
Leader, so will be covering Mr Evans-Lee’s Forest School sessions until his return. My thanks 
go to all the staff who have been supporting and helping out with cover arrangements in the 
past few weeks, and to Miss Jones in particular who has been leading the KS1 planning and 
end of year assessments in Miss Fiaz’s absence.  
 
Next week is looking exciting already with two more events planned in the calendar for year 5, 
the choir will be preparing for their performance at the Festival of Voices the week after, Year 
6 are rehearsing for their end of year performance, and Chestnut class are busily learning the 
songs for their performance at the Sheldonian in July.   
Finally, remember to sign up if you would like to perform in our Botley Community Concert on 
July 16th.  
 
With all the excitement in school, I hope you all have a relaxing and restful weekend!  
Mrs Reid.  
 
 
 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
9th June – KS1 Phonics check 
week 
30th June – Additional INSET 
day school closed to pupils 
2nd July – MAS transition 
morning for year 6 pupils 
3rd July – Year 3 Acer Trust 
performance at the 
Sheldonian Theatre 
4th July – Sports Day Morning 
9th July – Year 6 performance 
9th to 10th July – Year 4 
residential at Hill End 
16th July – Transition morning 
16th July – Botley Community 
concert 
18th July – Year 6 Leaver’s 
Disco 
21st July – Botley’s Got Talent 
22nd July – End of term 1:30 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 

   

 

Notices and Reminders 
Booking for free Breakfast Club 

If you would like to book for the free breakfast club, the link 
arrives via an MCAS announcement every Monday/Tuesday 
for the following week. It is also always on the school website 
in the ‘Latest News’ section.   

Please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk if you have 
any questions.  
 

Free fridge available 
We have a spare fridge which is no longer needed. It is in good working order, though 
obviously second-hand. It will need to be collected from school, and a waiver will need to be 
signed. Please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk if you are interested.  

 
    Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 

To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below.  

Free School Meals application form 
 

Online safety and mobile phones 
We have a steady number of issues involving use of mobile phones to send unkind messages 
or to get involved in issues that should not be being discussed by pupils of primary age. We are 
particularly concerned about pupils having unmonitored access to mobile phones with snap 
Chat and WhatsApp messaging apps. The PEGI rating for both these APPs is 13, so should not 
be freely available to pupils in our school. Please can I ask that if your child has a mobile phone 
with access to these apps, you urgently sit down with them and check the messages that they 
have sent, and those they have received.  I would also recommend removing these apps from 
their phones, or even better, provide a phone for your child that does not have the internet at 
all (brick phone) to ensure they are not seeing inappropriate or upsetting messages or social 
media posts without your knowledge. You can find specific parent information created by the 
NSPCC regarding Snapchat by following this link: Is Snapchat safe for my child? | NSPCC 
and information regarding WhatsApp by following this link Is WhatsApp safe for my child? | 
NSPCC. Further parent information is available on the school website online safety pages 
 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Parent Survey 
We are currently completing an audit of our mental Health and Wellbeing provision at Botley 
School. We would love to hear parent’s views as part of this audit process. Please take a few 
minutes to complete the parent questionnaire to help us with our audit.  

Mental Health and Wellbeing Parent Questionnaire 
 
Mental Health Parent support 

 

 Term Dates 2024-2025 
Term 3 

Tues 22nd April 2025 – 
Tues 22nd July 2025 
Half term holiday: 

26th May-30th May 2025 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 6th January 2025 
Friday 4th April 2025 

Friday 23rd May 2025  
Monday 30th June 2025 

Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 2025 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 5th January 2026 

Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 
Contact details 

Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 
01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/stream/news/full/1/-/
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/is-snapchat-safe-for-my-child/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/2023-01-12-is-whatsapp-safe-for-my-child/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/2023-01-12-is-whatsapp-safe-for-my-child/
https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/online-safety-5/
https://forms.office.com/r/4Kx1f0pzW1
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk


   
 

   

 

 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 

Botley School Community Concert! 

Wednesday 16th July 2025 

7pm 

Are you a musician looking for a chance to perform?  

Would you like to join with the Botley School Choir and pupils of Botley School in 
creating a magical evening of music?  

We would like to invite pupils, staff, governors, parents, Acer Trust staff and Trustees, music teachers 
and community members who are instrumentalists/singers to sign up to perform in our community 

concert.  

The performance can be solo or a group performance.  

The music performed can be up to 5 minutes in length so we can include as many community 
musicians as possible.  

Musicians need to provide their own instruments and equipment for the performance with the 
exception of pianists, who can use the school piano.   

The concert will conclude with everyone performing together.  

Audience tickets will be available to buy later in the summer term, with all proceeds supporting Botley 
School. If you would like to participate, please use the form links below. 

If you would like to sign up as a soloist, or as part of a group, please use the application link below.  

Community Concert Performer Form 

 

Applications will close on Friday 27th June, or when all the performance spaces are taken. We are 
looking forward to hearing from all the musicians out there! 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jcjIdZKbfkqos79MZTJ7MWRk4ExFId5OhAOs3thICNJUOUc1QTRCM1QxV0hKSFhBVDIzTEcwUTcwMi4u


   
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note Diyana will have spaces for new 
students from September if any prospective parents 
would like to get in contact and reserve their place 
via the contact details on the poster, Thank you. 
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