
   
 

   

 

Botley School 
 

Newsletter 20th June 
 
My FOMO is definitely on high alert having been at home ill for the week and missing lots of 
excellent events. On Monday the inaugural Acer Trust Primary University Challenge took place. 
Mr Thomas (CEO Acer Trust organized the event and sent the following in an email afterwards. 
‘It was a lovely event and it was lovely to bring the students together from the five 
schools.  The final scores were: 

Stadhampton – 165  
Chalgrove - 165 
Botley - 185 
Glory Farm  - 190 
Watlington - 295 

All of the students were fabulous, took it very seriously and really looked like they were on the 
show! It was close from 2nd to 5th but Watlington were worthy winners.”  

             
 

On Wednesday members of the KS2 Choir participated in the annual Festival of Voices at 
Dorchester Abbey. The choir have worked so hard learning the songs and performance 
techniques and I was devastated not to be able to be with them at the event. Thank you to 
Mr Jones who stepped in at the last minute so that the choir could still attend in my absence 
and to Mrs Webb and Mrs Keyes who volunteered on the trip. I understand they had a 
fantastic time and sang brilliantly. I was particularly pleased to get an email from the 
organiser of the events saying “Botley sang really well yesterday - you'd have been proud of 
them!” Well done Choir!  

 

Also in the past two weeks, 20 students from Year 5 participated in a new West Oxford 
Schools Partnership Lacrosse Festival held at Matthew Arnold School. This is the culmination 
of training and new equipment provided for schools in our partnership and is anew and 
welcome addition to our KS2 PE curriculum. Year 6 then also went to Matthew Arnold this 
week to participate in the annual transition sports afternoon. Great fun and brilliant sporting 
attitudes all round!  
Have a great weekend 
Jo Reid 

Job opportunities 
We are looking someone to staff After School Club on Wed-Fri, from September. If a parent 
is appointed, their children who attend Botley School can go to After School Club for free on 
those days. All the details are available on the school website vacancies page and at Play 
Worker - After School Club at Botley School, Oxford, Oxfordshire | MyNewTerm   

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
30th June – Additional INSET 
day school closed to pupils 
2nd July – MAS transition 
morning for year 6 pupils 
3rd July – Year 3 Acer Trust 
performance at the 
Sheldonian Theatre 
4th July – Sports Day Morning 
9th July – Year 6 performance 
9th to 10th July – Year 4 
residential at Hill End 
16th July – Transition morning 
16th July – Botley Community 
concert 
17th July – Year 1,Year 2 & 
Cherry Class trip to Cotswold 
Wildlife Park 
18th July – Year 6 Leaver’s 
Disco 
21st July – Botley’s Got Talent 
22nd July – End of term 1:30 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/vacancies/
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/147759/EDV-2025-BS-33975
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/147759/EDV-2025-BS-33975


   
 

   

 

SWIFT course 

We are looking to run a SWIFT course next academic year. SWIFT stands for School With 
Families Together and is a course for schools, parents, carers and families who have a primary 
school aged-child on the autism spectrum or with similar communication and interaction 
needs. Parents and school staff attend together to ensure they develop a shared 
understanding of the needs of the child and consistent strategies to support them at home 
and at school. This course is open to all Botley School parents who have a child on roll in 2025-
26 and is free of charge. We are looking to run the course an afternoon a week (Wednesday, 
Thursday or Friday) for four consecutive weeks or as a whole day one-off course. If there is 
enough interest we will run both types of course. If you are interest in attending this course, 
please could you complete the Microsoft Form: https://forms.office.com/e/GZHG7gpZ8Y 

 
FOBS update  
The Friends of Botley School raised £810.32 at the school discos back in March, and a lot of fun 
was had. FOBS will be serving refreshments at Sports Day and at the Botley Community 
Concert.  All offers of help with this or any other fundraising will be greatly appreciated. Please 
email fobs1930@gmail.com  

Booking for free Breakfast Club 

If you would like to book for the free breakfast club, the link 
arrives via an MCAS announcement every Monday/Tuesday 
for the following week. It is also always on the school website 
in the ‘Latest News’ section.   

Please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk if you have 
any questions.  
 

Quad working party 
We are working hard on transforming our Quad/courtyard from semi-jungle into a calm, 
reflective space, before a celebratory opening event in July. If you are free on the morning of 
Saturday 5 July we would love your help in a volunteer work party to spread shingle, tidy up 
the beds, and add some finishing touches. Please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk if 
you can help.  
 
Free fridge available 
We have a spare fridge which is no longer needed. It is in good working order, though 
obviously second-hand. It will need to be collected from school, and a waiver will need to be 
signed. Please email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk if you are interested.  
 

    Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below.  

Free School Meals application form 
Online safety and mobile phones 
We have a steady number of issues involving use of mobile phones to send unkind messages 
or to get involved in issues that should not be being discussed by pupils of primary age. We are 
particularly concerned about pupils having unmonitored access to mobile phones with snap 
Chat and WhatsApp messaging apps. The PEGI rating for both these APPs is 13, so should not 
be freely available to pupils in our school. Please can I ask that if your child has a mobile phone 
with access to these apps, you urgently sit down with them and check the messages that they 
have sent, and those they have received.  I would also recommend removing these apps from 
their phones, or even better, provide a phone for your child that does not have the internet at 
all (brick phone) to ensure they are not seeing inappropriate or upsetting messages or social 
media posts without your knowledge. You can find specific parent information created by the 
NSPCC regarding Snapchat by following this link: Is Snapchat safe for my child? | NSPCC 
and information regarding WhatsApp by following this link Is WhatsApp safe for my child? | 
NSPCC. Further parent information is available on the school website online safety pages 
 

 

 Term Dates 2024-2025 
Term 3 

Tues 22nd April 2025 – 
Tues 22nd July 2025 
Half term holiday: 

26th May-30th May 2025 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 6th January 2025 
Friday 4th April 2025 

Friday 23rd May 2025  
Monday 30th June 2025 

Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 2025 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 5th January 2026 

Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 
Contact details 

Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 
01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/GZHG7gpZ8Y
mailto:fobs1930@gmail.com
https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/stream/news/full/1/-/
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/is-snapchat-safe-for-my-child/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/2023-01-12-is-whatsapp-safe-for-my-child/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/2023-01-12-is-whatsapp-safe-for-my-child/
https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/online-safety-5/
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk


   
 

   

 

 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 

Botley School Community Concert! 

Wednesday 16th July 2025 

7pm 

Are you a musician looking for a chance to perform?  

Would you like to join with the Botley School Choir and pupils of Botley School in 
creating a magical evening of music?  

We would like to invite pupils, staff, governors, parents, Acer Trust staff and Trustees, music teachers 
and community members who are instrumentalists/singers to sign up to perform in our community 

concert.  

The performance can be solo or a group performance.  

The music performed can be up to 5 minutes in length so we can include as many community 
musicians as possible.  

Musicians need to provide their own instruments and equipment for the performance with the 
exception of pianists, who can use the school piano.   

The concert will conclude with everyone performing together.  

Audience tickets will be available to buy later in the summer term, with all proceeds supporting Botley 
School. If you would like to participate, please use the form links below. 

If you would like to sign up as a soloist, or as part of a group, please use the application link below.  

Community Concert Performer Form 

 

Applications will close on Friday 27th June, or when all the performance spaces are taken. We are 
looking forward to hearing from all the musicians out there! 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jcjIdZKbfkqos79MZTJ7MWRk4ExFId5OhAOs3thICNJUOUc1QTRCM1QxV0hKSFhBVDIzTEcwUTcwMi4u


   
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   

 

                    

Please note Lee has spaces for new students on Thursdays if any prospective parents would like 
to get in contact, Thank you. 

 

Please note Diyana will have spaces for new students from September if any prospective 
parents would like to get in contact and reserve their place. Thank you. 



   
 

   

 

Dear Parent, 
  
Holiday Activities & Food (HAF): Summer Holiday Provision 
  
If your child/children receive benefits-related free school meals and are in Reception to Year 11, 
they can attend 16 days of free activities over the summer holidays.  A nutritious meal is provided 
each day, so you do not need to provide a packed lunch unless you choose to. 
  
To book onto the activities, visit the website  https://eequ.org/hafoxfordshire.  You do not need a 
voucher or code because the system will check that your child/children are eligible.  If necessary, 
your booking will be forwarded to the HAF Team at Oxfordshire County Council for review.  When 
the eligibility check/review has been completed, it still needs to be confirmed by the Provider who 
may need to ask for some additional information.  You will get an email saying either that your 
booking has been confirmed or that it has been declined. 
  
For guidance on how to book please click on one of the links below: 

• Quick guide on how to book a HAF session 
• Direct access to the video in the guide for bookings made on a computer 

Direct access to the video in the guide for bookings made on a mobile phone 

 

https://eequ.org/hafoxfordshire
https://help.eequ.org/en/articles/220821-quick-guide-on-how-to-book-a-haf-session
https://www.loom.com/share/24c21a188f024c5cac9e2650d7b8aaaa?sid=9a99a44d-32b0-4cb3-9d10-fce38a3215b3
https://www.loom.com/share/7dcff1c8097a4e6c8ce2a4cffb3a961f?sid=99d1f466-7e8c-4ce7-a42a-006f7d93cc3f


   
 

   

 

 

 



   
 

   

 

 

   



   
 

   

 

       



   
 

   

 

              



   
 

   

 

 



   
 

   

 

 

                

Summer Camp 2025 
4th to 8th August - Suitable for 8-13yrs 

 
Join Hänsel & Gretel on an Epic Summer Adventure!  

 
Come for the day or stay for the week - the choice is 

yours. 
 

“Oxford Opera always provide fantastic experiences, filled with games, music and 
performance skills. The children are engaged and captivated throughout.” 

 
 

Oxford Opera invites your child to join Hänsel and Gretel on their great summer adventure. Journey with 

them through the magical forest and meet the wicked Witch! Can you help them escape the Gingerbread 

House or will you be too busy eating it!  

 

Suitable for 8-13yrs. If you only come for a day or stay for the week, you will have the most amazing time. 

• Learn the art of storytelling through games, music, acting and dance. 
• Make friends as you take on the Witches Obstacle Course and Hansel’s Treasure Hunt 
• Explore music, movement and storytelling in an exciting, friendly and fun-filled environment. 
• Learn about the amazing power and fun of the unique world of opera - no experience necessary. 
• Bring your story to life in a special show to parents, friends and carers. 

Led by Oxford Opera’s Education Director Catie Simpson and Guy Brigg MBE, this 

programme blends opera with fun and joyful learning. 

Location: 

Dr Radcliffe’s C of E Primary School, Steeple Aston, OX25 4SF 

When: Mon 4 - Fri 8 August 

Time: 10am–4pm daily 

Cost: £48 per day / £195 full week 

Early Bird (until 4 July): £42 per day / £182 full week 

Sibling discounts and bursaries available 
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