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Botley School 
 

   Dear Parents/Carers, 

The second full week is when the school really starts to settle – although this week the 
weather made that a bit more challenging then we would expect for this time of year!  

Thank you to all the parents who joined us for the information evenings. The slides for each 
class will be available on the class pages of the school website, so you can refer back to them 
or view them if you were unable to make the meetings. If you have any questions, please do 
email the class teachers or catch the staff on the gate or doors at the start or end of the day 
and we will be happy to answer your questions as swiftly as possible.  

We completed this week with a visit from a representative from the Department for Education 
(DfE). During her visit we looked at maths teaching, phonics teaching, SEND provision and the 
Early Years. By the end of the morning, she was extremely complimentary about the hard 
work and progress the school has made and the provision for our pupils. She was delighted by 
the fantastic learning behaviours on display in every classroom and the amazing tailored 
curriculum and support we provide to ensure we are a truly inclusive school. It was an 
extremely positive visit and I am so delighted that the hard work and improvements we have 
made at Botley since the last Ofsted have been recognised and validated. I could not be more 
proud of the Botley pupils and team.  

Have a lovely weekend.  
Mrs Reid 
 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
22 Sept – FOBS AGM 
26 Sept – Macmillan Cake Sale 
W.B. 29 Sept – SEN profile 
meetings 
2 Oct – School Census day 
9 Oct – EYFS harvest stay 
&play 
10 Oct – Harvest assembly 9:15 
12 Oct – Oxford Half marathon 
school’s challenge 
14 Oct – NSPCC workshops for 
years 2, 5 and 6 pupils 
14 Oct -  Phonics parent 
meeting online 4pm 
21 Oct – Prospective Parent 
Tour 
3 Nov – INSET day 
4 & 5 Nov – Parent 
consultation meetings 
7 Nov – Poetry week assembly 
9:15 
14 Nov – FOBS Fireworks  
17-21 Nov – Yr 6 Residential  
19 Nov – Prospective Parent 
Tour 
21 Nov – Yr 4 trip to 
Chedworth 
27 Nov – Yr 3 trip Ashmolean 
11 Dec – EYFS Christmas stay 
and play 9:15 
11 Dec – KS1 performance 
4:00 
12 Dec – prospective Parent 
tour 
12 Dec – Workshare 
17 Dec – Xmas lunch/party 
day 
19 Dec – Christmas Assembly 
9:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/class-pages/
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The ‘Friends of Botley School’ is our Parent Teacher Association (PTA). All parents are 
automatically part of it. The first meeting of the year is on Monday (22 Sept) at 7pm. You can 
come in person or if more convenient you can join via Teams on this link: 
Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 376 254 805 822 4  
Passcode: h7Fa7Lz2  
(give yourself plenty of time if you haven’t used Teams in a while) 
FOBS needs parent volunteers to plan and help at events. It makes a huge difference if lots of 
people can give a little time.  
This year we are also looking for a new secretary. The job involves sending announcements of 
events via the school office, arranging 3 committee meetings a year, and writing/circulating 
notes from the meetings. These activities take around 8 hours per year. If you think you could 
take up the secretary role, or have any questions, please contact the office or email 
fobs1930@gmail.com. Full support will be given by the out-going secretary to the new 
secretary.  
Whether or not you can be the new secretary, we hope to see you on Monday evening! 
 
Help from Kier 
We are delighted that Kier have agreed to help the school to give a benefit to the local 
community while it completes the Botley Road/station works. So far their team has tarmacked 
the strip at the edge of the car park, which used to have beautiful planters on, but which had 
become overgrown with weeds. They have also removed the unnecessary bollards from the 
school playground and tarmacked here too. We are grateful for their help and look forward to 
more Kier improvements which the school would otherwise struggle to afford to do.  
 
 
Apply for Year 7 Secondary place 
The admissions portal for parents of year 6 pupils to apply for secondary school places is now 
open. Please see further details on the next page of the newsletter. There is an open evening 
for Matthew Arnold School on 2nd October starting at 5:30. Again, please see further 
information later in the newsletter.  
 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 
 
English as an additional language (EAL) at Botley School 
At Botley School we are so proud of the diverse cultures and languages spoken by our 
community. The number of children who speak English as an additional language in our school 
directly affects the level of funding we receive each academic year. This funding helps us 
provide tailored support and resources to meet the needs of all our learners. In the next few 
weeks, we will be sending out a Microsoft Form for parents to update what languages are 
spoken within the family home. A pupil's first language is not English when the pupil: 
• Has been exposed to a language other than English during early development, and 
• Continues to be exposed to this language in the home or in the community 

The home language usually refers to the language(s) regularly spoken in the pupil's home. A 
pupil may have more than 1 home language (speaking different languages to different family 
members) and the home language may change over time. If you have any questions, please 
speak to Miss Doran or email her at botleysenco@botley.oxon.sch.uk.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 2025 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 2025 

Monday 5th January 2026 
Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTM4YjZhNTUtZWRhMy00YWRlLWEzYzQtZGM5NWRkYmQ3MjMz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2275c8c88d-9b92-4a7e-a8b3-bf4c65327b31%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225f192fcd-f7af-4db2-b4bb-d72e77bb147f%22%7d
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:botleysenco@botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Apply now for Year 6 secondary school place: 
 

The application portal is now open for families of Year 6 children to apply for a secondary 
school place for September 2026. 

We strongly encourage families to apply online via the following link: Year 7 - secondary school 
applications | Oxfordshire County Council 

If online applications are not possible, forms can be printed from the school office or completed 
digitally. 

  

Key Dates: 
The portal opened on 12 September 2025 and will close on 31 October 2025 (deadline for on-
time applications). 

  

Reminder for parents of the following important points: 
• Apply on Time 

Late applications will not receive an offer on National Offer Day (2 March 2026) and may 
reduce the chance of securing a place at a preferred school. 

• Address Updates 
If families have recently moved or are planning to move, they must upload proof of address 
(e.g. tenancy agreement, Council Tax bill, or exchange of contracts) alongside their 
application. They should also inform their child’s current primary school to avoid 
discrepancies in the system. 

• Sibling Information 
Parents should include details of any siblings already attending the schools they are 
applying to. 

• List Multiple Preferences 
Encourage families to list more than one school preference (up to four can be selected). 

 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications
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Please note Lee has spaces for new students 
on Thursdays if any prospective parents 
would like to get in contact, Thank you 

Please note Diyana will have spaces for new 
students from September if any prospective 
parents would like to get in contact and 
reserve their place. Thank you 
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