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Botley School 
 

   Dear Parents/Carers, 

In last week’s newsletter we added a short message regarding the take up of school meals on 
Census Day and how important it is to the funding of the school, but I also wanted to highlight 
the fantastic service the pupils are receiving since we moved to our new catering partners, 
Aspens. Genuinely, the food is the best I have ever seen being served in any of the schools I 
have worked in. It is cooked brilliantly and presented like a café so children can see and be 
tempted by the food on offer. I have added some photos, but they really don’t do service to 
how great the food is. You really have to try it to understand how fresh and tasty it is.  

   

When there is left-over food at the end of lunchtime, we often get provided with the excess in 
the staffroom and it is a real treat that we all look forward to - the quiche this week was 
absolutely delicious! Of course, delicious as the treats are for the staff, we would much prefer 
that the children were enjoying this amazing food. There will be various events planned over 
this term and next term to provide parents with the opportunity to try the food for themselves 
as a way of encouraging more pupils to eat a filling, nutritious lunch prepared by trained chefs 
every day.  Please do encourage your children to make the most of this opportunity.  

In other news this week, today we held our first Governors’ day of the year. The governors 
spent time in class finding out about our new Monster Phonics and Superhero Spelling 
schemes, as well as finding out about our pedagogical principles – in other words, how we 
teach our pupils at Botley School and the research we use to decide on our strategies. They 
finished the day with some brilliant pupil conferences, where they had the opportunity to hear 
how the pupils feel about learning in school. My thanks go to the governors who volunteer 
their time and are so supportive of the school and the pupils, and have oversight of the 
developments we are implementing as we continuously strive to create the best learning 
opportunities for our pupils.  

Don’t forget that our Harvest assembly is coming up next Friday morning 10th October at 9:15.  

Have a lovely weekend.  
Mrs Reid 
 
 
Apply for Year 7 Secondary place 
The admissions portal for parents of year 6 pupils to apply for secondary school places is 
now open. Please see further details later in the newsletter.  
 
 
MCAS – using the app 

If you’re not yet using the MCAS app now is a really good time to start, before we begin all 
the communications about the upcoming parent-teacher meetings. The app is a good way to 
stay updated on key school communications, rather than having to check the MCAS portal 
for announcements.  

So please do download the MCAS app from the Play Store/Apple Store/wherever you get 
your apps from usually, and use your MCAS log in details the first time. Also it’s best to 
enable notifications (for example via settings/notifications/app settings but it may be slightly 
different on your phone). 

There are a number of parents who have the app but haven’t used it for the last month. Now 
would be a great time to log back in and check your access. If you have any problems or 
need a password reset, just email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk. Thanks! 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
9 Oct – EYFS harvest stay 
&play 
10 Oct – Harvest assembly 9:15 
12 Oct – Oxford Half marathon 
school’s challenge 
14 Oct – NSPCC workshops for 
years 2, 5 and 6 pupils 
14 Oct -  Phonics parent 
meeting online 4pm 
21 Oct – Prospective Parent 
Tour 
21st Oct 3:30 PGL yr 6 parent 
meeting 
3 Nov – INSET day 
4 & 5 Nov – Parent 
consultation meetings 
7 Nov – Poetry week assembly 
9:15 
14 Nov – FOBS Fireworks  
17-21 Nov – Yr 6 Residential  
19 Nov – Prospective Parent 
Tour 
21 Nov – Yr 4 trip to 
Chedworth 
27 Nov – Yr 3 trip Ashmolean 
11 Dec – EYFS Christmas stay 
and play 9:15 
11 Dec – KS1 performance 
4:00 
12 Dec – prospective Parent 
tour 
12 Dec – Workshare 
17 Dec – Xmas lunch/party 
day 
19 Dec – Christmas Assembly 
9:15 
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PGL 2025 Meeting 
We will be holding a meeting for parents of year 6 pupils coming to PGL residential in 
November. The meeting will provide information about the venue, the activities we will be 
participating in and the staff who will be accompanying the pupils.  The meeting will be held 
on Tuesday 21st October at 3:30 in Cypress classroom. 
 
Help from Kier 
We are delighted that Kier have agreed to help the school to give a benefit to the local 
community while it completes the Botley Road/station works. So far, their team has 
tarmacked the strip at the edge of the car park, which used to have beautiful planters on, but 
which had become overgrown with weeds. They have also removed the unnecessary bollards 
from the school playground and tarmacked here too. We are grateful for their help and look 
forward to more Kier improvements which the school would otherwise struggle to afford to 
do.  
 
 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 
 
INSET Day 
Please note that Monday 3rd November is an INSET day so the school will be closed to pupils.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 2025 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 2025 

Monday 5th January 2026 
Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Apply now for Year 6 secondary school place: 
 

The application portal is now open for families of Year 6 children to apply for a secondary school place 
for September 2026. 

We strongly encourage families to apply online via the following link: Year 7 - secondary school 
applications | Oxfordshire County Council 

If online applications are not possible, forms can be printed from the school office or completed digitally. 

Key Dates: 
The portal opened on 12 September 2025 and will close on 31 October 2025 (deadline for on-time 
applications). 

Reminder for parents of the following important points: 
• Apply on Time 

Late applications will not receive an offer on National Offer Day (2 March 2026) and may reduce the 
chance of securing a place at a preferred school. 

• Address Updates 
If families have recently moved or are planning to move, they must upload proof of address (e.g. 
tenancy agreement, Council Tax bill, or exchange of contracts) alongside their application. They 
should also inform their child’s current primary school to avoid discrepancies in the system. 

• Sibling Information 
Parents should include details of any siblings already attending the schools they are applying to. 

• List Multiple Preferences 
Encourage families to list more than one school preference (up to four can be selected). 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications
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Please note Lee has spaces for new students 
on Thursdays if any prospective parents 
would like to get in contact, Thank you 

Please note Diyana will have spaces for new 
students from September if any prospective 
parents would like to get in contact and 
reserve their place. Thank you 
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