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Botley School 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

This week we have been thinking about and celebrating the Harvest, culminating in our Early 
Years Harvest ‘Stay and Play’ session yesterday morning and the Harvest Assembly today. The 
children in Early Years were excited to welcome their families into the classroom and 
showcase the learning experiences they have been part of. There was a wonderful 
atmosphere throughout the setting, with families and children actively participating in a range 
of activities. The children took great pride in leading their families on a tour, confidently 
sharing their learning and classroom environment.   

                        

This morning’s harvest assembly was a lovely event, made all the more special by the number 
of parents who attended as well. Each class presented something about harvest, including 
harvest poetry, information on where foods come from around the world, and why food waste 
is such an issue in our world. Our pupils and families have been so generous with their 
contributions, which we will be passing onto the Oxford Food hub to help families within our 
community who may need more support. Of course, we also sang our harvest songs, from the 
traditional ‘Cauliflowers Fluffy’, to the new, ‘We’ll say thank you’.  Thank you to all the parents 
who joined us for the assembly and for all the wonderful contributions.  

                         

Our Sports Leaders and House Captains received their new hoodies and T-shirts this week, to 
help them stand out on the playground when they are leading games and activities for pupils. 
I’m sure you’ll agree they look very smart!  

 

This week a letter was sent out by the school on behalf of Mr Nathan Thomas, the CEO of Acer 
Trust with the link to the parent contract.  If you did not receive this communication, you can 
find the letter by following the link: Letter to AT Parents and Carers.docx 

Finally, Friends of Botley School (FOBS0 are already working hard to organise the upcoming 
Fireworks evening. I am sure you probably wonder what happens to all the amazing funds 
raised by FOBS. In the last year, FOBs funded the annual pantomime, SEND resources, book 
bags and books for new Reception pupils, our new PA system and nearly £5k towards the mini 
iPads. This is a fantastic achievement and makes a hugely positive impact for the pupils at 
Botley School. Thank you so much to FOBS and to all the volunteers and supporters who help 
with all the events.  

Good luck to our pupils running in the Oxford Half Marathon School Challenge this weekend 
and any parents in our community who are also running in the main event!  

Have a lovely weekend.  
Mrs Reid 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
12 Oct – Oxford Half marathon 
school’s challenge 
14 Oct – NSPCC workshops for 
years 2, 5 and 6 pupils 
14 Oct -  Phonics parent 
meeting online 4pm 
21 Oct – Prospective Parent 
Tour 
21st Oct 3:30 PGL yr 6 parent 
meeting 
3 Nov – INSET day 
4 & 5 Nov – Parent 
consultation meetings 
7 Nov – Poetry week assembly 
9:15 
14 Nov – FOBS Fireworks  
17-21 Nov – Yr 6 Residential  
19 Nov – Prospective Parent 
Tour 
21 Nov – Yr 4 trip to 
Chedworth 
27 Nov – Yr 3 trip Ashmolean 
11 Dec – EYFS Christmas stay 
and play 9:15 
11 Dec – KS1 performance 
4:00 
12 Dec – prospective Parent 
tour 
12 Dec – Workshare 
17 Dec – Xmas lunch/party 
day 
19 Dec – Christmas Assembly 
9:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://9312569-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/head_2569_botley_oxon_sch_uk/EYUn4PBmREVInzzxLIUOG-YBy-xAVpiuoWq6NiK2S4QRxw?e=be3Kt7
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Apply for Year 7 Secondary place 
The admissions portal for parents of year 6 pupils to apply for secondary school places is now 
open. Please see further details later in the newsletter.  
 
Parent-teacher meetings on 4 and 5 November 
Parents will soon be able to book individual appointments with their teacher on 4 or 5 Nov to 
discuss their child’s progress. The appointments are 10 minutes long, between 3:30 and 6pm, 
and happen online using Teams. The booking will open next week and will be on MCAS.  
 
Staffing updates: 
We are very sad to announce that Mrs Helen Spahiu will be leaving Botley at the end of this 
half term to take up a position closer to home. I know you will join me in wishing her well in 
her new school.  
 
TA vacancies:  
As a result of Mrs Spahiu leaving and some additional pupils, we do currently have Teaching 
Assistant vacancies being advertised on My New Term. If you, or anyone you know is looking 
for a role and would be an excellent addition to our team, please do use the following link to 
access the details and the application forms. Vacancies | Botley School  
 
MCAS – using the app 

If you’re not yet using the MCAS app now is a really good time to start, so you are ready for 
booking parent-teacher meetings. The app is a good way to stay updated on key school 
communications, rather than having to check the MCAS portal for announcements.  

So please do download the MCAS app from the Play Store/Apple Store/wherever you get your 
apps from usually, and use your MCAS log in details the first time. Also it’s best to enable 
notifications (for example via settings/notifications/app settings but it may be slightly different 
on your phone). 
There are a number of parents who have the app but haven’t used it for the last month. Now 
would be a great time to log back in and check your access. If you have any problems or need a 
password reset, just email operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk. Thanks! 
 
FOBS WhatsApp group 
Friends of Botley School has a WhatsApp group to communicate about events and 
opportunities to volunteer. All parents/carers are part of FOBS and it would be great to build 
up the WhatsApp group. If you would like to join it, please email fobs1930@gmail.com or let 
the school office know.  
   
PGL 2025 Meeting 
We will be holding a meeting for parents of year 6 pupils coming to PGL residential in 
November. The meeting will provide information about the venue, the activities we will be 
participating in and the staff who will be accompanying the pupils.  The meeting will be held 
on Tuesday 21st October at 3:30 in Cypress classroom. 
 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 
 
INSET Day 
Please note that Monday 3rd November is an INSET day so the school will be closed to pupils.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 
2025 

Tuesday 2nd September 
2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 

2025 
Monday 5th January 2026 

Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://www.botleyschool.org.uk/vacancies/
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:fobs1930@gmail.com
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Apply now for Year 6 secondary school place: 
 

The application portal is now open for families of Year 6 children to apply for a secondary school place 
for September 2026. 

We strongly encourage families to apply online via the following link: Year 7 - secondary school 
applications | Oxfordshire County Council 

If online applications are not possible, forms can be printed from the school office or completed digitally. 

Key Dates: 
The portal opened on 12 September 2025 and will close on 31 October 2025 (deadline for on-time 
applications). 

Reminder for parents of the following important points: 
• Apply on Time 

Late applications will not receive an offer on National Offer Day (2 March 2026) and may reduce the 
chance of securing a place at a preferred school. 

• Address Updates 
If families have recently moved or are planning to move, they must upload proof of address (e.g. 
tenancy agreement, Council Tax bill, or exchange of contracts) alongside their application. They 
should also inform their child’s current primary school to avoid discrepancies in the system. 

• Sibling Information 
Parents should include details of any siblings already attending the schools they are applying to. 

• List Multiple Preferences 
Encourage families to list more than one school preference (up to four can be selected). 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications
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Please note Lee has spaces for new students 
on Thursdays if any prospective parents 
would like to get in contact, Thank you 

Please note Diyana will have spaces for new 
students from September if any prospective 
parents would like to get in contact and 
reserve their place. Thank you 
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