Respect Resilience Kindness Creativity Inclusivity Teamwork
Botley

Botley School

Dear Parents/Carers,

What a busy half term this has been, and the last two weeks have been particularly busy for
our staff and students, so apologies for the lack of newsletter last week. Last week Year 3 had
a wonderful time going on a bug hunt in the quad and making use of our newly arrived
reading nook, as well as the story telling chair.
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We also had Visitors from the NSPCC in school to talk to the children about their ‘Speak Out,

Stay Safe’ campaign. The children all watched online age-appropriate assemblies on the 9t
October. This was followed up by a workshop for year 2 pupils and a workshop for year 5 and
6 pupils in school on the 14t during which they were introduced to ‘Buddy’ the mascot for
the campaign. The volunteers were impressed with how responsive and articulate our pupils
are as well as how much knowledge the pupils had about keeping themselves safe.
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Our Running club pupils took part in the Oxford School’s Challenge on the 12t as well. The
pupils and staff all arrived early and full of enthusiasm. The pupils ran brilliantly and were
d receiving their medals.

Yesterday as part of the RE curriculum and learning about festivals and traditions, we had a
visit from Rabbi Zvi who spoke to our pupils in assembly and led workshops in year 1 and in
year 2 about the celebration of Succot which this year fell between the 6" and 13t October.
He spoke about the importance building Succot hut and the Scent Fruit, and the similarities of
this to our harvest festival and the values of community and teamwork.

For members of our community celebrating Succot or Diwali, which also took place this week,
| hope you had a peaceful and wonderful festival period.

Today our year 5 pupils had a fantastic trip to Pembroke College and the Bodleian Library as
part of their unit of work on the history of Oxford. Thank you to Mr Bonsaver for enabling this
trip to happe again this year. | understand the pupils had a wonderful day.

Finally, next term, our first week back will be our poetry week. Over half term we have
provided pupils with a selection of poems to read. We would like every child to choose the
poem they like best, or a poem of their own choosing, to perform in our school Poetry Slam
Competition. With a focus on presentational and recital skills, each class will hold heats
during the week, with the best poetry performers being asked to recite their poem in the
assembly on Friday afternoon. | can’t wait to hear their fantastic efforts and am already
looking forward to returning after the break!

In the meantime, | hope you all have a wonderful and relaxing half term break.
Mrs Reid

Upcoming Events
3 Nov - INSET day

4 & 5 Nov - Parent
consultation meetings
7 Nov - Poetry week assembly
2:15 Change of time!

14 Nov - FOBS Fireworks
17-21 Nov - Yr 6 Residential
19 Nov - Prospective Parent
Tour

21 Nov - Yr 4 trip to
Chedworth

27 Nov — Yr 3 frip Ashmolean
11 Dec - EYFS Christmas stay

and play 9:15

11 Dec - KS1 performance
4:00

12 Dec - prospective Parent
tour

12 Dec - Workshare

17 Dec — Xmas lunch/party
day

19 Dec - Christmas Assembly
9:15
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Apply for Year 7 Secondary place

The admissions portal for parents of year 6 pupils to apply for secondary school places will
close next week. Please make sure you have applied for a secondary school place by Friday 31°
- see further details later in the newsletter.

Parent-teacher meetings on 4 and 5 November

You can now book your parent-teacher meeting for 4 or 5 Nov, to discuss your child’s progress.
Booking is done via MCAS or you can ask the school office for help. The deadline is 12 noon on
Monday 3 November (INSET day). The appointments are online and 10 minutes long. The link to
your online meeting will be sent to your inbox on the afternoon of Monday 3 November. If
needed, please check your spam/junk folders etc for your meeting link.

FOBS Fireworks — see poster below!

Tickets for 14 Nov are now available on ParentPay. Feel free to invite friends and family — they
can buy tickets from Botley Library.

FOBS also needs lots of volunteers to help at the event. Please sign up at
https://signup.com/go/iSUJTXb if you can help.

FOBS WhatsApp group

Friends of Botley School has a WhatsApp group to communicate about events and
opportunities to volunteer. All parents/carers are part of FOBS and it would be great to build
up the WhatsApp group. If you would like to join it, please email fobs1930@gmail.com or let
the school office know.

Free tickets for one lucky/speedy family

Didcot Railway Centre have given us one free family ticket for their Steam Day on Sunday 2
November (see flyer below on page 9). This will go to the first Botley parent to email
operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk with ‘Steam Day’ as the subject. The ticket is for 2 adults and 2
children and would usually cost £61. They are only valid on 2 November so please be sure you
are free on that day before emailing. More details of the day at Steam Days | Didcot Railway
Centre. It's always worth reading the newsletter on a Friday &

Free breakfast club update
It’s working well without a weekly booking form so we will continue this — there is no need to
book, children can arrive from 8am and will be registered on arrival. (You do still need to book
for the paid club for arrivals before 8am).
There are lots of benefits to coming, for pupils and parents:

e A nutritious breakfast

e Aninclusive, safe and fun space

e Impact on wellbeing and learning

e 30 mins free childcare

e Help with cost of living pressures.
It would be especially good to boost numbers over 10-14 November so if you are thinking of
trying the club, do try it then!

Free School Meals and Pupil Premium
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you.

Free School Meals application form

INSET Day
Please note that Monday 3™ November is an INSET day so the school will be closed to pupils.

Term Dates 2025-2026
Term1
Thursday 4th Sept 2025 -
Fri 19th December 2025
Half term Holiday:
27th — 31st October 2025
Term 2
Tuesday éth Jan 2026 —
Friday 27th March 2026
Half term holiday:
16th Feb — 20th Feb 2026
Term 3
Monday 13th April 2026 —
Friday 17th July 2026
Half term holiday:
25th May-29th May 2026
INSET DAYS
Monday Tst September
2025
Tuesday 2nd September
2025
Wed 3rd September 2025
Monday 3rd November
2025
Monday 5th January 2026
Monday 1st June 2026
Monday 20th July 2026

g s
Botley

Contact details
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
01865 248573

"
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TRUST

E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk
Tel: 01865 519215



https://signup.com/go/iSUJTXb
mailto:fobs1930@gmail.com
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk/product.php/840/steam-days
https://didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk/product.php/840/steam-days
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Year 6 parents: Apply now for their secondary school place:

The application portal is now open for families of Year 6 children to apply for a secondary school place
for September 2026.

We strongly encourage families to apply online via the following link: Year 7 - secondary school
applications | Oxfordshire County Council

If online applications are not possible, forms can be printed from the school office or completed digitally.

Key Dates:
The portal opened on 12 September 2025 and will close on 31 October 2025 (deadline for on-time
applications).

Reminder for parents of the following important points:

e Apply on Time
Late applications will not receive an offer on National Offer Day (2 March 2026) and may reduce the
chance of securing a place at a preferred school.

e Address Updates
If families have recently moved or are planning to move, they must upload proof of address (e.g.
tenancy agreement, Council Tax bill, or exchange of contracts) alongside their application. They
should also inform their child’s current primary school to avoid discrepancies in the system.

e Sibling Information
Parents should include details of any siblings already attending the schools they are applying to.

e List Multiple Preferences
Encourage families to list more than one school preference (up to four can be selected).

Are you looking for a Nursery or Reception place
for your child?

Find out what exciting learning opportunities
Botley School has to offer!

Open Events!

We have several events P
for you to be able to e,
come visit our Early kﬁ"f.’- e

Years and the school.

L -
T & ?
-

Parent tours: Come and play sessions:
Tuesday 21st October (including Bodey Bridges)
1.30pm Monday 13th October
Monday 8th December
Wednesday 19th 10.00-11.00am

November 3.30pm
Tuesday 13th January 3.30pm

Friday 12th December  Come along to have a cuppa and

9.30am we will help you apply for the
school place.
Te sign up for an invitation to the
events please email your details Was your child born
to between
Office.2569@botley.oxon.sch.uk 1st September 2021

and 31st August 20227

a Don’tforget to apply

for your Reception

- school place between

' 1st November 2025 and
15th January 2026

Find out more about
Brilliant Botley on our
school website

https/fwww.botleyschool.org. uk



https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications
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Ams Kead)

rriday, 14 NOVEMBER 2029
Gales open 18:00 pim
Di 5‘;;{(!{_\-! y al 19:00 pi

lickets availlable in advance from
~ Botley Library untl n November:;
~ Parentpay (Botey school only) until 13 Nov:

i 4 (advance) / £5 (on the door)
£7 (advance) / £10 (on the door)
£18 (advance) / £25 (on the door)

(hildren under the age of b must he
accompanied by an adult.
2 adults and dependent children

FindersKeepers" #

Property. Properly.
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GUITAR
LESSONS

* Spaces available for beginner to advanced
players. No need to own a guitar

* All styles covered - rock, pop, blues, classical,
metal. Grades, performance, composition and
theory all covered

* Lessons take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
the school, with each 25 minute session taught on
a 1-1 basis at £16 per lesson

® Fun, informative lessons tutored to inspire
those interested in music!

===z

For more information and to book a lesson please
contact:

Lee Luland (School Guitar Teacher)

Email: LeeLuland@live.co.uk
Tel: 07872478886

Creativity Inclusivity Teamwork

Piano lessons

Every week on
Mondays and Tuesdays

during school hours

7

g

i

For more information contact Diyana
Mob: 07707216175

Email: divchevcurr@yahoo.co.uk

Please note Lee has spaces for new students
on Thursdays if any prospective parents
would like to get in contact, Thank you

25 October - 2 November 2025

Please note Diyana has spaces for new
students if any prospective parents would
like to get in contact and reserve their place.
Thank you

-

£8.00 per child p/w

2
Experience the magic of nature & the joy of outdoor adventure,
together with your children, after school each Wednesday:

* Fun outdoor self-led activities
* Hands-on nature exploration
¢ Unwind, connect with the environment & make friends
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OCTOBER HALF TERM 2025

What's

Different activity theme each day, plea

Kilio )

L il
REVOLTING MYSTERY Sp@&KY  TERRIFYING
ROB®TICS ENGINEERING MIMECHRFT FILM MAKING TECH FUN

NEW Take Home Inventions

N
—

5y 2o
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LTH TAKE HoME INEATIONS!
—— — -
GET READY FOR SP00KY, TECH FUN! 20th -31st October LIMITED SPACES
WHAT TO EXPECT:

Robots Minecraft +LEGO,
.\u- 4 _‘_ At Next Thing Education, our goal is to ignite curiosity #y, fuel creativity @, and ernpower young
minds @ for the future!
¥ This October, children will explore micro-robaots, video game design, LEGO WeDo2, animation,

ﬁ u . augmented reality, 3D pens, movie making, VR, Minecraft Marvel, and even launch their own science
¥ > | rockets 4 —with a Spocky Dress-Up Friday 8 to finish the week!

Engineering T pew  hkhkd
“My son LOVED camp — he “My son had a wonderful “Staff who truly care about
‘came home buzzing, with  time and was begging to go chiidren and will ensure
that they enjoy the camp.”

o} Dragon School, OX2 65S S days N 9
i Ages 5-11,9 am - 4 pm dail i g
es 5-11, - ily e Sar it Colwran - Gougle Freview Irina Shmateva - Google Review
( [Of £39.99 per day glms,
ey LIMITED SPACES, BOOK YOUR CHILD'S PLACE TODAY!

\ Gean me Book now: )
www.nextthing.education W: www.nextthing.education T: 01442 873150

Cﬁi Girls aged 7-10 Years old  aoton
Do you want to have Fun,
Make New Friends

& Learn New Things?

Then join 2nd Botley Brownies

Tuesdays 6:15pm to 7:45pm
Contact:
secondbotleybrownies@outlook.com
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ART CLASSES

b
7k

+  Ari Closses for Children &
+  Teen Art Closies
BOOK L + GOSE & A-Level Support
Hobdoy Arl Workshops

TRIAL NOW!  «  seosonotroma workshops WHAT'S MORE, YOUR CHILD WILL..

& Barthaay Partied & Eventi

Dt Lol i, —but i o et e friredin.

Farmed R e or Ty B Oe e T Vo

Lo Eharer € orfdent e WAl ey SErche

. A o ety e o e wovrg
COMMITTED TO SAFEGUARDING | OFSTED REGSTIRID | CHLDCARE WOUCHERS ACCEPTED

EL#6E ommserom o ieaiiitinmiied
el e 25

7 ok ort Samvmtrsoun, Oudord TN e e e e

Full details and dates [N !
www.cafelias.co.uk/pop-ups | AN
oR |
Scan the QR Code below e e S
to Register A\ a

Raising Embers

Run by:
f n Oxfordshire family
. '| \\'! SUPPORT NETWORK
N O- 18 months, Starting
ration with: i d =
" Cc:,u;tzo oWt Jevelopment & support group. Friday 5 October
'LL ' for families with additional 10am to 12pm

CAFELIAS needs. (No diagnosis needed.) Baptist House, Broadway,
unded by: 1
" '?..Ie . Run by parents like you Didcot

OXI11 8XD
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Botley Primary*School
BEGINNER KARATE

LESSONS |

‘;
BUUK NUW | T[]MW[]@USTMA CO.UK | []7454531446

B 1 M. Ay |

Iranian Community
Nerwork (ICN)

English Langstl.lage Classes

Digital Skills

2025 Hybrid oniine_offiine)

Designed to help you to improve English Language
with everyday digital skills

Practical classes with interactive instruction to help you
feel comfortable, communicating in English and
integrating into your local community.

To reserve a place, please text or email us your
contact details

We operate under GOPR rules and regulations, your information will be stored 1ecurely and
in confidence

admin@icn-uk.org or Text 07951 035096

Creativity  Inclusivity

Teanmmwork

——— |

cyclists?

We are searching for Cycle Instructors to join
our expanding Bikeability team.

We are looking for conﬁdent commumcators to
deliver fun and lnspltr..atl?nal cycle training in
schools

If you have loads of enthusiasm to share and are
looking for rewarding work to deliver during school
term time, we would love to hear from you.

Role: Variable Hours Contract

Hourly Rate: £13.20 plus holiday pay. We have an
employee benefits scheme too!

Training and Support: we provide full, free training
and ongoing support including nationally recognised
qualifications.

For more information, please contact:
jobs®outspokentraining.co.uk, 01223 473820

h www.outspokentraining.co.uk

Nowshowing, CONFIDENCE?

Drama, dance & singing classes

designed to help 4-12 year olds shine m
My s0n has sdoned his first term at Perform.
™) and I've seen i row every wesk. ™ PERFORM"
Mg Wetteny s e

Playisa POWERFUL THING

Perform classes heip bmslchdd«:nsoonﬂdlnﬂ,
and ication skills,

as well nsb-emolalsolﬁn

Our expertly designed drama, dance and singing sessions fior
4-7s and 7-12s are run by experienced teachers, hand-picked
for their warmth and approachability. Theyll be with your child
every step of the way - inspiring and encouraging them to
develop vital ife skills as they discover the joy of performing.

What does Perform offer?

— Periceming asty-based gaemes and eurcaes

~ Foou on 8 GBent 100l sl 6ach wes

— Smal classes and teediack on your child's progress
— Specially created s, wideol 8nd BEPe ‘ Ready to try for free?

— B of erm presentaticn for famdy ad frends W chaly. first chins i fepe, 10wy nol
@ve £ 8 QOT Cladses Lake place 88 ovee.
4 Periorm helps develop all key aress of 8 child in & fun, Puanve 2 locl oring Or call s
Wpportive snd srgaging wiy. I give my deughber
3 bridlant yenae of lun. Community. purpose snd pride
i hev achievements. ™
Beprs Ban

| perform.org.uk/try 020 7255 9120
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£9.50 (child)
£11.50 (adult)

RATTLE of

October Holiday Clubs

Open to all children aged 3 to 11 years, with funded places available for
children in Reception to Year 6

e, drama, yoga, multi skills, ball games,

include dodgeball,

dence building octlvities and much more,

LOCATION:

St Nichelas' Primary School, Oxford
COST:

£38 per day

All childcare vouchers occepted
DATES:

Monday 27 to Friday 31 October

TIMES:

8.00am to 5.00pm ‘ n

Come and enjoy the great ocutdoors at our wenderful site this half term!
o 9 1

In Year 67

* natural arts / willow weaving * Halloween jokes trail *
* campfire & s’'mores * conkers * woodcraft *

* explore & play *
Hill End Centre, OX2 9NJ Ve
@ hill_end_centre n@.’n‘:‘ﬁ"%ﬁ.@:
e 01865 863510 #; o
E3 sinendoec egistred s 173007 | PerdbeRe
® LG

B2 winend  www. hill-end.org‘uj@lﬁupmming-events R
.'- = L+

;.y

DIDCOT

RAILWAY CENTRE

Steam Into Christmas

Find each of Santa's lost reindeer,
culminating in a
workshop to me

WILD DAYS for 7-12 year olds

Bushcraft, nature walks, campfire cooking, and den-building in the

+>- BOOK NOW - 01235817200 -<¢
www.didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk

stunning surroundings of Hill End and Wytham Woods.

From pond-dipping to minibeast hunting, our expert tutors
will lead exciting hands-on activities, making learning fun
while kids connect with nature and new friends.
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™
' Emtmnn SCIENCE
+IDEAS FESTIVAL
www.if-oxford.com 170ct—2Nov2025

Over 100 events A taste of
and activities the Festival...

Arts and performance
Treister exhibition. Modern Ar ford (all Festival),

P LE N T
I B o IDRAS FENTTVAL

17 October - 2 November 2025
if-@ulord carm

'rComtdyI_. Il
Masecki concert, University Church
(Wed 29 Oct), Adventures in Science,

ot

Interactive Festival zones
Packed with hands-on activities for families, teenagers
anﬂﬂd'.lﬂsmwedmnds Mungsanddunngrﬂlft!nn
& - (18 Oct) -
E - TECHWORKS - 2
.- ExploretheMoon - - - & B

IF Oxford is a vibrant, inclusive Festival where
you, your family and friends can get hands-on
with science, meet experts and explore big ideas
through a huge range of activities like comedy
nights, performances and talks.

Fusion Energy, Almost There? (Mon 20 Oct
The Anti-Catastrophe League (Tue 21 Oct
Think Like a Mathematician (Thu 23 Oct
Whose IP is it Anyway? (Sun 26 Oct

The Ig Nobel Prizes, Tom Crawford (Sun 26 Oct
Women's Pain: science & systems (Tue 28 Oct
Once Upon in a Time in Space (Tue 28 Oct
Tangled up: Alzheimer's disease (Thu 30 Oct
Modelling Undead: zombies & health (Fri 31 Oct)
Art of Uncertainty with David Spiegelhalter (5at 1 Nov)

s g
% % Learn coding with Glow h :

Check out science and ideas

1
1
1
]
]
]
| events in Oxford and beyond ;

w Q Your Own or join: Hack
Oxfﬂl‘d O Your Planet! (Thu 23 Oct), UKAEA Open Day (5at 11
city centre w Photographing Big Science  Oct), Cemetery Geology
. Q at Culham (5at 25 Oct), [Sat 18, Sun 26 Oct),
Ic{»ﬂ @ Creativity in Conservation A Story in Stone (5at 18
Q (Sat 25 Oct), Is Bread Alive? Oct). Unnatural Histories
. ' (Mon 27 Oct), Fusion Fix it {Sun 19, Tue 28, Thu 30

Follow and post about IF Oxford:

BB <o

(Thu 30 October), Wormery Octl, History of Oxford
Workshop (Fri 31 October].  Sciemce (Sat 25 Oct).
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A Little Angel Theatre & Polka Theatre Production

The Paper Dolls

\ L

I ,-‘f_‘ 1 =

S s i /
il )

Sat 25 Oct - Sun 26 Oct

Tickets: £12 (child £8, under 2s free)
Arts Cenfre 01865 319450 / thenorthwall.com

The North Wall

Botley Bridges
Baby & Child First Aid

MONDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2025
WEST OXFORD COMMUNITY CENTRE, 1 - 3PM
OR BOTLEY SCHOOL, ELMS ROAD, § - 7P

Suitable for parents/carers/grandparents or babysitters
Email coordinator@botleybridges.org to reserve your space

Thames Train?ﬁg

Learn what to do in an emergency:
CPR, choking, bumps, bleeding, breaks, burns,
febrile seizures, meningitis awareness

£30 per person OR £55 per couple

For more information, visit botleybridges.org
Registered charity number 1172139

ALL MONEY GOES TO THE FIRE FIGHTERS CHARITY 2‘
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Cumnor Pre-school presents...

WEARLY
NEW SALE

Cumnor Primary School Hall

Saturday 15th November, 5-7pm
Sunday 16th November, 10am-12pm

Buy and sell top-quality children's clothes S

(baby to primary school age), toys, books, ' %

games, maternity and nursery equipment ﬁis
Bargains always on offer!t Cumnor

Pre-school

Card payments accepted  Nursery

To sell (60% seller 40% pre-school split) or for more
information email:

nearlynewsalecumnor@gmail.com




	Upcoming Events

