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Botley School 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

What a busy half term this has been, and the last two weeks have been particularly busy for 
our staff and students, so apologies for the lack of newsletter last week. Last week Year 3 had 
a wonderful time going on a bug hunt in the quad and making use of our newly arrived 
reading nook, as well as the story telling chair.  

                 
We also had visitors from the NSPCC in school to talk to the children about their ‘Speak Out, 
Stay Safe’ campaign. The children all watched online age-appropriate assemblies on the 9th 
October. This was followed up by a workshop for year 2 pupils and a workshop for year 5 and 
6 pupils in school on the 14th during which they were introduced to ‘Buddy’ the mascot for 
the campaign.  The volunteers were impressed with how responsive and articulate our pupils 
are as well as how much knowledge the pupils had about keeping themselves safe.  

                     
Our Running club pupils took part in the Oxford School’s Challenge on the 12th as well. The 
pupils and staff all arrived early and full of enthusiasm. The pupils ran brilliantly and were 
rightly and incredibly proud of their achievements and receiving their medals.   

                    
Yesterday as part of the RE curriculum and learning about festivals and traditions, we had a 
visit from Rabbi Zvi who spoke to our pupils in assembly and led workshops in year 1 and in 
year 2 about the celebration of Succot which this year fell between the 6th and 13th October. 
He spoke about the importance building Succot hut and the Scent Fruit, and the similarities of 
this to our harvest festival and the values of community and teamwork. 

                .     
For members of our community celebrating Succot or Diwali, which also took place this week, 
I hope you had a peaceful and wonderful festival period.  
Today our year 5 pupils had a fantastic trip to Pembroke College and the Bodleian Library as 
part of their unit of work on the history of Oxford. Thank you to Mr Bonsaver for enabling this 
trip to happen again this year. I understand the pupils had a wonderful day. 

      
 
Finally, next term, our first week back will be our poetry week. Over half term we have 
provided pupils with a selection of poems to read. We would like every child to choose the 
poem they like best, or a poem of their own choosing, to perform in our school Poetry Slam 
Competition. With a focus on presentational and recital skills, each class will hold heats 
during the week, with the best poetry performers being asked to recite their poem in the 
assembly on Friday afternoon. I can’t wait to hear their fantastic efforts and am already 
looking forward to returning after the break!  
 
In the meantime, I hope you all have a wonderful and relaxing half term break. 
Mrs Reid 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
3 Nov – INSET day 
4 & 5 Nov – Parent 
consultation meetings 
7 Nov – Poetry week assembly 
2:15 Change of time!  
14 Nov – FOBS Fireworks  
17-21 Nov – Yr 6 Residential  
19 Nov – Prospective Parent 
Tour 
21 Nov – Yr 4 trip to 
Chedworth 
27 Nov – Yr 3 trip Ashmolean 
11 Dec – EYFS Christmas stay 
and play 9:15 
11 Dec – KS1 performance 
4:00 
12 Dec – prospective Parent 
tour 
12 Dec – Workshare 
17 Dec – Xmas lunch/party 
day 
19 Dec – Christmas Assembly 
9:15 
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Apply for Year 7 Secondary place 
The admissions portal for parents of year 6 pupils to apply for secondary school places will 
close next week. Please make sure you have applied for a secondary school place by Friday 31st 

-  see further details later in the newsletter.  
 
Parent-teacher meetings on 4 and 5 November 
You can now book your parent-teacher meeting for 4 or 5 Nov, to discuss your child’s progress. 
Booking is done via MCAS or you can ask the school office for help. The deadline is 12 noon on 
Monday 3 November (INSET day). The appointments are online and 10 minutes long. The link to 
your online meeting will be sent to your inbox on the afternoon of Monday 3 November. If 
needed, please check your spam/junk folders etc for your meeting link.   
 
FOBS Fireworks – see poster below! 
Tickets for 14 Nov are now available on ParentPay. Feel free to invite friends and family – they 
can buy tickets from Botley Library. 
FOBS also needs lots of volunteers to help at the event. Please sign up at 
https://signup.com/go/iSUJTXb if you can help.  
  
FOBS WhatsApp group 
Friends of Botley School has a WhatsApp group to communicate about events and 
opportunities to volunteer. All parents/carers are part of FOBS and it would be great to build 
up the WhatsApp group. If you would like to join it, please email fobs1930@gmail.com or let 
the school office know.  
 
Free tickets for one lucky/speedy family 
Didcot Railway Centre have given us one free family ticket for their Steam Day on Sunday 2 
November (see flyer below on page 9). This will go to the first Botley parent to email 
operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk with ‘Steam Day’ as the subject. The ticket is for 2 adults and 2 
children and would usually cost £61. They are only valid on 2 November so please be sure you 
are free on that day before emailing. More details of the day at Steam Days | Didcot Railway 
Centre. It’s always worth reading the newsletter on a Friday������ 
   
Free breakfast club update 
It’s working well without a weekly booking form so we will continue this – there is no need to 
book, children can arrive from 8am and will be registered on arrival. (You do still need to book 
for the paid club for arrivals before 8am). 
There are lots of benefits to coming, for pupils and parents: 

• A nutritious breakfast  
• An inclusive, safe and fun space 
• Impact on wellbeing and learning  
• 30 mins free childcare  
• Help with cost of living pressures. 

It would be especially good to boost numbers over 10-14 November so if you are thinking of 
trying the club, do try it then! 
 
Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
To apply for ‘Free School Meals’ and pupil premium, please download the application form 
using the link below. If your child is in KS1, they will get a free meal anyway, but please still 
complete the form if you are eligible, as this also then provides additional funding for the 
school to use in other ways. If you are not sure if your family is eligible, please do speak to the 
wonderful office staff or Mrs Yasin, who will be able to help you. 

Free School Meals application form 
 
INSET Day 
Please note that Monday 3rd November is an INSET day so the school will be closed to pupils.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Term Dates 2025-2026 
Term1 

Thursday 4th Sept 2025 – 
Fri 19th December 2025 

Half term Holiday:  
27th – 31st October 2025 

Term 2 
Tuesday 6th Jan 2026 – 
Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term holiday: 
16th Feb – 20th Feb 2026 

Term 3 
Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Friday 17th July 2026 
Half term holiday: 

25th May-29th May 2026 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 1st September 
2025 

Tuesday 2nd September 
2025 

Wed 3rd September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 

2025 
Monday 5th January 2026 

Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026  

 

 

Contact details 
Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk 

01865 248573 

 
E-mail: office@acertrust.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 519215 
 

https://signup.com/go/iSUJTXb
mailto:fobs1930@gmail.com
mailto:operations@botley.oxon.sch.uk
https://didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk/product.php/840/steam-days
https://didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk/product.php/840/steam-days
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fbotley%2FUploadedDocument%2Fcf1dc575-20fc-49f7-9bed-738e60c1f687%2Ffree-school-meals-application-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:Office.2569@Botley.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office@acertrust.org.uk
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Year 6 parents: Apply now for their secondary school place: 
 

The application portal is now open for families of Year 6 children to apply for a secondary school place 
for September 2026. 

We strongly encourage families to apply online via the following link: Year 7 - secondary school 
applications | Oxfordshire County Council 

If online applications are not possible, forms can be printed from the school office or completed digitally. 

Key Dates: 
The portal opened on 12 September 2025 and will close on 31 October 2025 (deadline for on-time 
applications). 

Reminder for parents of the following important points: 
• Apply on Time 

Late applications will not receive an offer on National Offer Day (2 March 2026) and may reduce the 
chance of securing a place at a preferred school. 

• Address Updates 
If families have recently moved or are planning to move, they must upload proof of address (e.g. 
tenancy agreement, Council Tax bill, or exchange of contracts) alongside their application. They 
should also inform their child’s current primary school to avoid discrepancies in the system. 

• Sibling Information 
Parents should include details of any siblings already attending the schools they are applying to. 

• List Multiple Preferences 
Encourage families to list more than one school preference (up to four can be selected). 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications
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Please note Lee has spaces for new students 
on Thursdays if any prospective parents 
would like to get in contact, Thank you 

Please note Diyana has spaces for new 
students if any prospective parents would 
like to get in contact and reserve their place. 
Thank you 
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